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To HER GRACE 


THE 


DUTCHESS 


* O F 


B uckingham and Normanby:. 


MAD AM, 
— E only Dedication I ever made 


22 Vs os was to your Grace's Noble Con- 


b J of Nermanby : As his generous | 
Protection of a then Virgin Muſe: 


gave him an indiſputed Right to that Tribute 
of my Gratitude; fo the Nature of what I now 


moſt humbly lay at Your Grace's Feet, _ 


— 


w —ͤ—ũ— ”— 


DEDICATION. 


the Dutchek of Buckingham, more immedi- 


ately, to the Patronage of this Book. A Vin- 
dication of the Injur d alone, would be a ſuffi- 


cient Reaſon to. juſtify my Choice of your 


Grace: It being the Buſineſs of the Great, the 
Generous and Good, to protect the Wrong'd 
and Oppreſs d. But your Grace is under ſtron- 


ger Temptations of being pleas'd at the Juſtice 
I have endeavour d to do to the moſt Injur'd of 


Princes, In this Attempt, I have the Satisfac- 


tion to have ſo far ſucceeded, as to open the Eyes 


and undeceive great Numbers of well-meaning 
People, who were not his Enemies throu 

Malice, but by the Misfortune of not knowing 
His Virtues ſooner, If your Grace concurs in 
the Opinion, that I have done any Juſtice to 
his Memory, it will compenſate for all the Pains 


I have taken, and be the greateſt Satisfaction, 
and Honour, to, 


M avamn, 
Tour Graces 
Moſt obedient and 


moſt humble Servant, 


BEVILL HIGGONS. 
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PREFACE. 


T has been a received Maxim 
in all Ages, and Countries, 
not to write the HisTORY of 
one's own Times, Truth, top 
bright and dazzling, like the 
Sun, can only be ſafely od 
on through the Diſtance and Mift of Time, 
when the Rays are rebated proportionably to 
the Weakneſs of Mens Sight, and the Paſſions 
grown cooler make them more unconcern'd, and 
leſs partial Fudges even of Matter of Fact; 
* this Reaſon, the Author bas let theſe Pa- 
pers lie cover'd with Duſt theſe 36 Years, till 
every Perſon concernid in the Tranſactions men- 
tion d was remov'd from the Stage; Decency 
and good Manners to the Living, ſeem to ex- 
att this Conduct, but the Proverb, In m 
B ni 


The PREFACE 
nil niſi bonum, only * civil and pri- 
vate Life, and is not to be followed in publick 


Affairs, where Poſterity are to be inſtructed, 


and acquainted with Truth, which ſurely 
may be ſpoken of the Dead, without giving 
Offence to the Living, or elſe there is an End 
of Hiſtory : The Author has been ſo very ten- 
der in this Point as to avoid, wherever he 
cou d, the mention of Names, leaving that to 
Annahſts, and Compilers of Chronicles, who 
are obliged to the laſt Exactneſs; nor has he 
taken leſs Care in theſe Reflections to fling the 
Faults 4 the . 7 me 8 
without Names, on the whole Party who ſhar- 
ed the Guilt, and fought under their Banners, 
that the Number of Shoulders might make the 
Weight of Reproach the lighter ; for no wiſe 
Man will pick himſelf out in a Croud, un- 
leſs he is ſo particularly pointed at, as not to 
be miſtaken : If theſe Papers are receiv'd 
with the ſame Candour and impartiality 
they were written, the Reader, it 1, bop'd, 
will be entertain'd, and the Author ſufficient- 
by requited for the Pains he has taken. 
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ENGLISH His ToRy. 


Wo dr owe od tf wow Ho 
SECTION I. 


MNind and Scotland, joined 
together, make without dif- 
pute, tho? not for Extent, in 
all other reſpects, the mot 
conſiderable Ifland in the Uni- 
verſe : Asin Winter the warm 
Vapours from the neighbouring Seas per- 
mit not the Snows to lie long unmelted ; fo 
in the Summer the conſtant Breezes and 

; ' B 2 frequent 
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frequent Rains, by rebating the violent 

Heat of the Sun, always preſerve a Verdure 

unknown to the more Southern Climates in 

the one Seaſon, and the more Northern in 

„ _ .  theother: So that the Iſle of Great Britain 
lying towards the End of the temperate 

Zone, from 50 Degrees to almoſt 60, owes 

the Mildneſs of her Air to the Accident 

of Situation, being on all Sides ſurrounded 
by moſt bountiful Seas, which, not con- 

tent to defend her from external Dangers 

by Inv aſions, add to the Happineſs of this 

Security, not only the Conveniences, but 
the Pleaſures and Luxuries of Life. | 

As this Situation renders us ſecure from 

the Inſults of others, ſo it cuts off our Hopes 

of ever extending our Empire abroad, by 

reducing us to ſuch Circumſtances as King 

James the firſt ſaid of himſelf in unweildy 

Armour, That he could hurt Nobody, and 
Nebody could hurt him. To this Security | 
from Abroad, and great Plenty of all 
Things at Home, are owing in a great | 
meaſure our frequent Diſſenſions and Ci- | 
vil Wars, an Account of which will be the | 
chief Subject of this Treatiſe: But before 
we enter into that Detail, it will be ne- | 
ceſſary to make a ſhort Inquiry after our | 
Original, and ſee from whence we came. | 
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IN this Diſcuſſion I ſhall leave the Ety- 
mology of the Word Britain to the Deci- 
ſion of learned Antiquaries, among whom 
the excellent Cambden ſeems to carry the 
greateſt Weight and Authority, who rejects 
the fabulous and abſurd Suppoſition of a 
Trojan Prince called Brutus, whom ſome 
Writers have reported to be the firſt who 
planted this Illand with People: This im- 
probable Story was firſt invented by the 
lazy Monks in the dark Age, when the Ig- 
norance of Mankind made them capable 
of believing any Abſurdity, that was im- 
poſed on them by theſe Drones, who ſeem'd 
to have nothing elſe to do, but to deceive : 
the World : Nor has this tooliſh Vanity of 
deriving a Pedigree from the Trojans been 
peculiar to the People of this Iſland, for 
other Nations have had their Share of this 
Folly. But to return to our Argument, 
the molt probable Conjecture is, laying a- 
ſide the forc'd Etymologies from the Greek, 
that the firſt Inhabitants were ſo called from 
the Word Brith, which in the Britiſb Lan- 
guage ſignifies Painted: Now, it being 
notorious that the firſt known Inhabitants 
had a Cuſtom of painting their Bodies, both 
+ to defend them from the Cold, and make 
: them appear more terrible to their Ene- 

Pe it is highly probable that the Greeks, 

from this Brith, coined their BRE T AN- 

8 B 3 NIA, 
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NIA, which Name they tranſmitted to 
the Romans, who were not acquainted with 
this Iſland till ſome Ages after the Greeks. 
Bu T leaving thele Uncertainties, the 
Names of Nations being as dark and un- 
retrievable as their Originals, we find the 
firſt Account to be rely'd on, in the Com- 
mentaries of Julius Cæſar, an Author of un- 
exceptionable Credit, to whoſe Relation of 
his Expedition into Kent I refer the Read- 
er, and ſhall only infer from him, that the 
ancient Britons were very lavage and un- 
ctvilized, Neceſſity not having yet in- 
ſtructed them to defend their Bodies, by 
the Invention of Cloaths, nor fo much as 
to build Houſes againſt the Inclemency of 
Heaven in Winter; Cæſar informing us, 
that their Towns were only Trees cut 
down, and intrench*d about, to ſecure them 
from Suprizes by any ſudden Incurſion of 
their Enemies. 
Tn ar the ancient Britons were de- 
ſcended from the Gauls is hardly to be diſ- 
puted; of this Aſſertion, the Reſemblance 
of Language Manners, Cuſtoms, and Re- 
ligions, is an irrefragable Argument; be- 
ſides, the Situation of Britain being near- 
er to France than any other Part of the 
Continent, it is highly probable that at 
firſt Mankind, when ſo very raw in the 
Art of Navigation, ventured upon the 
ſhorteſt 
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ſhorteſt Traject, when they truſted them- 
ſelves on an Element, with which they 
were fo little acquainted ; not to mention 
that groundleſs Suppolition, that this I- 
land was annex'd to the Continent of 
Gaul by a neck of Land between Dover 
and Boleyn, but broke aſunder by the Vio- 
lence of the Sea, as tis reported Sicily was 
from 1taly. If this Conjecture ſhould be 
true, it is moſt probable that theſe Changes 
happen'd in the great Deluge, when in 
that univerſal Concuſſion of all Things Na- 
ture was disjointed, ſo that the Face of the 
Earth, which we now fee, ſeems but the 
Ruins of the antediluvian World, accord- 
ng to the Opinion of a late learned Author, 
who has writ upon this Subject. 

As this Vicinity to Gaul confirms the 
Probability of the Britons Extraction from 
that People, ſo the Eaſineſs of the Paſſage 
all-along preſerv'd the Correſpondence be- 
tween the two Nations; the Gaui, ſending 
their Children to be inſtructed in the Pre- 
cepts of Religion by the Britiſb Druids, 
became ſo — acquainted with the Bri- 
tons, that they were the firſt People who 
were able to give the Romans an Account 
of this Iſland; upon which Information 
Julius Cæſar, fired with the Hopes of con- 
quering a new World, firſt form'd the Deſign 
of an Expedition againſt the Britons, SIND 

B 4 | 0 
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he found to differ very little from the neigh- 
bouring Gez/s, but in the Roughneſs of 
their Manners : This Inhoſpitality and A- 
verſion to Strangers, which Horace denotes 
in the People of this Iſland ſeventeen hun- 
dred Years ago, Viſam Britannos hoſpitibus 
feros, ſeem to remain in the Natures of the 
common People, not civilized by a good E- 
ducation, at this very Day, notwithſtand- 
ing they are a different Race. This Con- 
ſideration has made me often reflect, whe- 
ther or no there is not ſome occult Quality 
in the Air of every particular Country, 
which may diſpoſe the reſpeCtive Inhabi- 
tants to ſuch and ſuch a Genius, and Tem- 
per; it is very probable the modern Tali- 
ans, notwithſtanding they have very little of 


the ancient Blood in their Veins, by reaſon 


of their Mixture with the Goths and Van- 
dals, nevertheleſs by living in the fame Cli- 
mate, approach nearer to the Nature and 
Temper of the old Inhabitants, than any 
other People whatſoever : The French at 


this Day, tho' a different Race of People, 
ſeem to reſemble very much the ancient 
Gauls, in a great many Qualities ; and the 


"Saxons, by coming into this Country, ſeem 
to haye added to their own natyral Fierce- 
neſs the Inhoſpitality of the old Britons. 

THE Government both among Gauls 
and Britons reſembled very much, thefe 
* | Nations 
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Nations being broke into petty Kindoms 
under their ſeveral Royolets; a Polity the 
moſt natural to Mankind, in which the 
wiſeſt, the braveſt and the ſtrongeſt, being 
elevated by theſe natural Advantages above 
the reſt, challenged the Pre- eminence of 
conducting the People in Time of War, and 
governing them in Peace; this was the Civil 
OEconomy, into which Mankind fell of 
courſe, ben they found the abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity of having ſome Sort of Government, 
to avoid the Inconveniences in a State of 
Nature: We find this very Form in Ame- 
rica, and other Parts of the World at this 
very Day, where Mankind are only guided 
by the Light of Nature; but in more ci- 
viliz d Countries, where Men have given 
up part of their Natural Liberty by enter- 
ing into Compacts, they are obliged to pay 
the Obedience they promiſed to ſuch par- 
ticular Perſons and Families. 

UNDER the auſpicious Conduct of theſe, 
rather Captains of Tribes than Princes, did 
this warlike People bravely defend their 
Liberties againſt the beſt diſciplin'd Troops 
in the World, under the G -of 
the greateſt Man alive-; who ſeems rather 
to have diſcovered,” than to have conquered 
Britain, which was not reduced into a 
Roman Province, till a conſiderable Time 
afterwards, in the Reign of Claudius Ceſar : 

But 
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But the Britons did not eaſily refign their 
Liberties, without a vigorous Effort and 
Struggle to preſerve them ; witneſs, the 
many Overthrows any gave to the Ro- 
man Legions, eſpecially under the au- 
ſpicious Conduct of their invincible Ama- 
zon Boadicea, who, by the repeated Victo- 
ries ſhe ſnateh'd from the Conqueror, 
almoſt extinguiſh'd the Roman Name in 
this Iſland ; till at laſt, by a Reverſe of 
Fortune, being reduced to great Extremity 
in a Siege, and one of her Daughters ra- 
viſh'd, ſhe could no longer bear the loſt 
Honour of her Houſe, and Slavery of her 
Country, but by a manly Reſolution with 
her own Hands put an End to her glorious 
Life not more like a Roman than a Briton. 
ABoUT 500 Years was Britain under 
the Power of the Romans, till the Empire 
being invaded on all Sides by Deluges of 
barbarous Nations, the Garriſons planted 
in the Northern Parts to aſſiſt the Britons 
againſt the Pidts, a moſt warlike and 
cruel People, were recall'd to defend the 
Empire; upon which the poor Britons, 
left deſtitute of Succours, and unable to 
reſiſt the Fury and Numbers of the Enemy, 
were at laſt forced to call in the Saxons, a 
People of Germany, to their Aid; an Ex- 
pedient equally as dangerous as blowing 
upa Ship to preſerve her from being Wang 
thñe 
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the Truth of which will be demonſtrated 
in the Sequel of this Story. 

TRE perfidious Saxons had no ſooner 
expellꝰd the Picts, but they caſt a aufs 
Eye on the Country they had defended; 
at firſt they had a Corner of the Iſland 
given them as a Remuneration for their 
Aſſiſtance in expelling the P:#s; but not 
contented with the Portion aſhgn'd, they 
reſolved to haye all or none; and taking 
Advantage of the Weakneſs of Yortigern 
the then Britiſo King, who falling in 
Love with the Daughter of one of the 
Saxon Leaders, had married her, ſent over 
into Germany tor more Forces, which being 
arriv'd, gave them ſuch Footing in the 
Country as never to be driven out after- 
ward by all the Efforts of the Britons, not- 
withſtanding the prodigious Courage of 
Aurelius Ambreofius and King Arthur, who 
left nothing unattempted ty relieve their 
Country ; but though tete two Heroes 
acquired great Victories, the Fate of their 
Country was too ſtrong to be reſiſted; the 
perfidious Saxons obtain d by Treachery 
what they could not by open Force, for 
they inhumanly murder'd the Britiſb No- 
bility on Salisbury Plain at a Banquet, tho? 
met upon the publick Faith; of which 
Treachery remain as monuments, to this 
Day, ſeveral Stones of vaſt Bigneſs, _ 

al 
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hid a-croſs, and others fallen down by 


Length of Time, ſuppos'd to be erected 


on this Plain near the Place, where the 
Britiſh Nobility were buried after. this 
e eh cy 10 5 


TRESE Monuments are look'd upon by 


the ignorant common 'People thereabouts 
as the Effect of Magick, for which they 
have a Tradition, that they were convey'd 
to the Place where they now ſtand, by the 
Art of Merlin, a famous Britiſb Enchanter; 
that which ſeems to give Credit to this Be- 
lief of the People is, the vaſt Bulk of the 
Stones, which are too heavy to be brought 
far, by any Carriage known in that Age, 


which we muſt ſuppoſe very rude in Me- 


chanicks, there being no Quarries of Stone, 
whence they could be brought within a 
great Diſtance; beſides, they tell you, that 
it is impoſſible to number theſe Stones; but 
this is certainly a Miſtake ; the Difficulty 
of the Numeration ariſing from the con- 
fus'd and irregular Order in which they lie, 
as my Lord Bacon obſerves in Opticks, 
Pluralitas Partium, ubi Ordo abeſt, inducit 
Similitudinem infinitt, ac impedit compre- 
henfionem : So the Stars, by their contus'd 
Appearances, have made the ignorant of all 
Ages conclude them to be innumerable : 


But the Difficulty is to anſwer, how theſe 
vaſt Stones came thither; but this Queſtion. 


will 
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of the ENGLISH HisToRy. I3 
will fall to the Ground, if we ſubmit to the 
Opinion of the Judicious, that theſe Stones 
are not natural, but artificial, and ſo con- 


-ſequently made upon the Place. 


As for King Arthur, he was certainly a 


— 
- 


rea Hero,. but has had the Misfortune to 
have his true Actions ſo brew'd with the 


Fictions of the legendary Monks in thoſe 


Times, that we, not knowing how to ſever 


the Truth from the Romance, are apt to 
disbelieve every thing that ſeems in the 
leaſt improbable; ſo that the great Actions 
of the Prince ſuffer in Story tor being in ill 
Company. 
AFTER the Deceaſe of theſe two great 
Men, Aurelius and Arthur, the Affairs of the 
HBritons declin'd daily; fo that after ſeveral 


bloody Conflicts between the Chriſtian 
Britons, and the Heathen Saxons, the for- 
mer were forc'd to retreat from all the le- 
vel and fruitful Parts of the Iſland, to the 
barren Rocks and Mountains of Wales, 


where they defended themſelves for ſeveral | 
Ages with wonderful Gallantry ; fo much 
is Liberty with all brave and generous 
Minds preferable to Riches : 'The Saxons, 
being thus Maſters of the greateſt and beſt 
Part of the Iſland, divided the range a- 
mong themſelves according to the Cuſtom 
of the Gothic Nations, every one having 
an Aſſignment in Land, proportionable = 
| the 
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the Share he had in the Enterprize: It has 
been a great Diſpute among the Learned, 


out of what Part of Germany theſe Saxons, 


the Anceſtors of the preſent Engliſb, came; 
there can nothing be certain concerning a 
barbarous People, who, having no Letters 
among them, till after their Conqueſt of 
Britain, they grew civilized by embracing 
the Chriſtian Faith, could conſequently 
have no Records of their Original; but tis 
the moſt probable Opinion, Gat they were 
not any particular Nation, but a general 
Collection of all the lower Germany, eſ- 
pecially thoſe who lived neareſt the Sea, 
and ſo came acquainted with Maritime Af- 
fairs, by a long Exerciſe of Piracy : To 
theſe were join'd the Futes and Angles from 
the Cimbrick Cherſoneſe, now called Futland 
and Holſtein, from which laſt People the 
Angles, Egbert the firſt Monarch, who-re- 
duced the Heptarchy, commanded the 
Country to be called England, though the 
preſent Welch, in the Britiſb Language, call 
the Engliſb Saiſſons to this very Day. 

TAE Saxons were ſome time employ'd 
in forming themſelves into Governments, 
and dividing thenew acquired Country into 
ſeveral little Kingdoms ; when the Church 
of Rome, at that Time triumphant in the 
Succeſs of her Miſſions, ſent Auſtin the 
Monk into England, whoſe Preaching had 
* that 
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that powerful Influence as to convert Ethel- 
bert King of Kent to the Chriſtian Faith, 
and all his People, who in thoſe Days were 
enerally ſo civil as to be always of the Re- 
eien of their Prince; the reſt of the Saxon 
Heptarchy ſoon followed the Example of 
Kent, and were converted. The fierce 
Temper of this Northern People being 
mollified and ſweetened by the mild Spirit 
of Chriſtianity, it is incredible with what 
Ardour and Devotion they fell to building 
Churches, and founding religious Houſes, 
as if now, by an Exceſs of Piety, they 
would make Amends for the Pillage and 
Prophanation of Chriſtian Altars during 
their Wars with the Britons ; not in the 
leaſt apprehending, that their Poſteri 
would raviſh _—_— and ſecularize thoſe ; 
Portions, which their Devotion had ap- 
propriated to the Service of God. 
Bu x it was not long after they had em- 


braced Chriſtianity, before they began to : 


. ee from thoſe Principles, which the 
firſt Impreſſions of that Religion had in- 
fuſed into them; they now wallow'd in all 
manner of Luxury and Debauchery, and 
in their mutual Diſſenſions fell into horrid 
Treaſons, Murders, and Uſurpations; which 
provok'd the Divine Vengeance to excite 
another Northern Nation, infamous for 
their Cruelty and Piracies, to chaſtiſe them 

for 
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for their Impieties, and retaliate the Injuries 
and Cruelties which they had offered to the 
poor Britons in the Conqueſt of that Peo- 
ple : Theſe were the Danes, not only the 
Inhabitants of the preſent Denmark, but a 
collected Rabble of 

tions out of Scandinavia and Norway, from 
whence thoſe terrible People the Normanni 


came, who in their Expeditions, contented 


only to pillage the Coaſts of England in their 
Way, ſettled themtelves at laſt in Neuſtria, 
which Name they changed into Normandy, 
having by the meer Terror of their Arms 
obtained that Country as free Gift from the 
King of France: Not long after, thoſewho 
were left behind of this Rabble, compre- 
hended under the Name of Danes, began 
to infeſt the Sea Coaſts of England; firſt 
only in a Piratical Way, for after they had 


lunder d, they return'd to their Ships; but 


ding the Goodneſs of the Soil, and Riches 
of the People, in reſpe& of themſelves, they 
at laſt entered into formal Deſigns of in- 
vading and conquering a Country ſo much 
better than their WG. 

TE Danes made their firſt Deſcent 
with a Deſign of Conquelt in the Time of 
Egbert, about tlie Year 8 18, but were re- 
pulſed by the Courage and ſuperiour Genius 
of that Prince, Who had made himſelf ſole 
Monarch of England, by a final * 
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of the other ſix Kingdoms to the Obedience 
of the Welt Saxon. 
HERE we ſhall begin to obſerve the 
Succeſſion of the Crown, the Kings of 
England in this Prince beginning to be veſt- 


ed with greater Authority, and to have 


more the Air of Majeſty. Whereas 1n the 
Heptarchy, the Narrowneſs of their Do- 
minions made them ſeem rather little Go- 
vernors, or Heads of Clans, than ſoveraign 
Princes: To Egbert ſucceeded his Son 


ETHELWOLPH, 


who left four Sons, ſucceſſively one after 
another, by Right of Primogeniture, Kings 
of England, 


ETHELBALD, 
.ETHELBERT 
ETHELRED, 

ALFRED, 


who proved a wiſe, virtuous, and great 
Prince: After Alfred, his Son 


EDV AR D, the Elder, 
ATHELSTAN, 
EDMOND: 


This Prince dying => his Children were 
5.40 
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in their Minority, contrary to Cuſtom, 
was ſucceeded by his Brother Edred, who, 
though he aſſum'd the Title of King, was 
only look'd upon as Guardian to his Ne- 
phews ; either the Title of Protector was 
not known or us'd at this Time, or perhaps 
they thought the Name and Character of 
King would give greater Weight, and 
imprint more Awe on his Authority-among 
the People; but this Prince dying ſoon at- 


ter, was ſucceeded by his Nephew, which 


is Demonſtration that the People of Eng- 
land did not confer the Title of King on him 
as his own Right, but in Truſt for his Ne- 
phews, the eldeſt of which Edwin ſucceed- 
ed, notwithſtanding Edred left Sons, who, 
conſcious of no Right, laid no Claim to the 
Crown, through the immediate Children 
of the late King; ſo falſly is this Caſe urg- 


ed among other Precedents in the Engliſh 


Story, to juſtify the Elective Power of the 
People. Eduin proving a vicious and un- 
worthy Prince, made his Reign both tur- 
bulent and ſhort ; but his Defects were am- 
ply recompenſed by the Virtues of his Bro- 
ther Edgar, who proved a very great Prince, 
and would have been more illuſtrious if he 


had not ſtain'd the Reputation of his other 

great Qualities, by indulging too much his 

Libertiniſm ; Edgar dying, left his King- 

dom to his Son Edward, who was — 
| e 
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ed by the Artifices of his ambitious Step- 
mother Queen EAſride, to make way tor 
her own Son Ethelred to mount the Throne; 
this Prince tho? innocent himſelf expiated 
the horrid Parricide committed by his Mo- 
ther, his whole Reign being nothing but a 
conſtant Series of Blood and Calamities. 

Tur Danes, who by Intervals only had 
afflicted the Kingdom before, now ſeem'd 
armed with the Vengeance of Heaven to 
puniſh the Race of Queen E//r:4e; various 
were the Events of this War, many bloody 
Battles won and loſt between theſe two 
fierce Nations; the one fighting to main- 
tain the Country they had gotten not many 
Ages before by the ſame Violence, the other 
to mend their Fortunes by ſettling them- 
ſelves 1n a more beniga and auſpicious Cli- 
mate; at laſt the Fortune of the Dane pre- 
vailed ſo far, as to put him in Poſſeſſion 
of the Kingdom; after the Settlement of 
which, Suene, returning to Denmark to 
look after his Affairs at home, gave an Op- 
portunity to King Etbelred to extirpate his 
Enemies, and free his Country for a Time; 
this was the famous Maſlacre of the Danes, 
which happened in the Reign of this King, 
and by his Orders, 1002: 

THeRE is nothing in Story more true, 
and yet more incredible, than this one Ac- 
tion; that a Conſpiracy ſo widely laid, and 
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communicated to the whole Engliſh Na- 
tion, a People not celebrated for the Art 
of Secrecy, ſhould not be diſcover'd by 
ſome one Perſon, before the Time of 
Execution: This ſhews the Incompatibi- 
lity of the two People; when we conſi- 


der that no Ties of Blood, for they had 


intermarried, no Endearments between 
Man and Wife, nor the mutual Pledges 
of Children, which uſually bind the Af- 
tections of Parents, could deter even the 
more tender Sex (for by their Hands was 
the cruel Blow given) from fo horrid a 
Maſſacre. | 

To this barbarous Action the Engliſb 
Women, as it is credibly reported, owe 


thoſe Privileges which they have acquig 


above thoſe of their Sex 1n other Coun- 
tries; but it ſeems ſo far from an Honour, 
as ſome have thought it, that on the other 
hand, it is an indelible Reproach to that 
Tenderneſs which ſhould be the diſtin- 
guiſhing Character of the Sex, whoſe 
only Buſineſs 1s to propagate Mankind, 
and nouriſh them with their Milk. 

IT is no Wonder at all, that any con- 
quered People, whenever they ſee an Op- 
protunity, ſhould endeavour to ſhake off 
the Yoke, and break their Chains, by the 
Deſtruction of their Maſters; it has been 
done in all Ages and Countries, and will 


again, 
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again, whenever a People oppreſs'd can 
aſſert their Liberties : But this Slaughter of 
the Danes has ſomewhat particular in it to 
raiſe our Horrour : When we conſider the 
Circumſtances, What an Idea mult we 
form of Wives cutting the Throats of their 
Husbands, who could think themſelves no 
where ſo fafe as in their Arms? But what 
adds more to the Strangeneſs of this Sto- 
ry is, the Univerſality of the Action; it 
being affirm'd, that there was a Daniſb 
Soldier quarter'd on every Houſe in Eng- 
land, every one of whom without Excep- 
tion, at the ſame Time and by the ſame 
Hands, underwent the Fate of his Coun- 
trymen. | 

THr1s happen'd _ St. Brice's Eve, 
which Day is ſtill celebrated by the Nor- 
thera Engh/h in Commemoration of this 
infamous Action, the Women beating 
braſs Inſtruments in the Streets, and ſing- 
ing old Rhimes in Praiſe of their cruel 
Anceſtors. Upon this Occaſion happen d 
an Accident, not unpleaſant, ſince the late 
Revolution: Several Daniſꝰ' Regiments 
taken into the Engliſb Service to de em- 
ploy'd in the Reduction of /reland, hap- 
pen'd to land in the North of BuMand 


about the Time of this 1 
us 


when, marching into a Town upon t 


Day, they obſerved a ſtrange Ceremony 
C 3 in 
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in the Streets, which prompted their Cu- 
riofity to ask, What was the Matter ? 
When, to their no ſmall Terror and A- 
mazement, they were inform'd, That this 
Ceremony was in Commemoration of 
the Danes Throats being cut by the En- 
gliſb. This put them into ſuch a Fright, 
that they ſtood under Arms all Night, for 
fear of undergoing the Fate of their An- 
ceſtors 700 Years before. 
THe King of Denmark, advertis'd of 
this Slaughter, prepares an Army and 
Fleet to revenge this Maſſacre, and re- 
duce England to his Obedience : The 
Quarrel, which before being an Invaſion 
ot another's Right was unlawtul, being 
now ſupported by Juſtice, proſpered ac- 
cordingly ; Szene recovered what he had 


loſt in England, the Poſſeſſion of which 


he left to his Son Canutus, who after the 
Death of Ezthelred found a more dange- 
rous Rival in his Son Edmond, ſurnamed 
Tronfide from his Strength of Body and 
Hardineſs of Conſtitution ; this Quarrel, 
after ſeveral Battles with alternate For- 
tune, was at laſt compoſed between theſe 
two Princes, who being both gallant Men 
had a mutual Eſteem for one another, and 
would have been always certainly Friends 


it they had not been Rivals in Empire: 
However, their Stars at laſt inclined 'to . 
Fence, . 
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Peace, which was ratified between them 
after a ſingle Combat in an Ifle of the 
River Severn; the Conditions of which 
Peace were, an equal Diviſion of the 
Kingdom between them. 

Tris Combat is one of the moſt odd 
and remarkable Incidents in the Engh/h 
Story; for after they had fought in Sight 
of both Armies for a good ſpace, with- 
out any great Diſadvantage on either Side, 
they flung down their Swords, and em- 
braced one another like Friends and Bro- 
thers, agreeing to a Partition of the Coun- 
try between them ; which Stipulation was 
amicably made, and religiouſly obſerved 
on both Sides ; but not long atter the un- 
fortunate Edmond, circumvented by the 
Treachery of Edrick an Engliſh Noble- 
man, was murder'd : This perfidious Miſ- 
creant, after having perpetrated ſo horrid 
a Crime, thought to make his Court to 
Canutus by the Service of this infamous 
Action; but the generous Dane received 


the Villain with all the Horror and Diſ- 


dain ſuch a Wretch deſerved, and imme - 
diately commanded him to be put to 
Death, the juſt Reward of Treaſon in all 
Ages, tho' in our own Time we have 
ſome Examples to contradict this Obſer- 
vation; however, if an old Engliſß Pro- 
verb be true, That all's well that ends 

a C 4 well, 
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well, we may yet hope to ſee ſome Per- 
| ſons, guilty of the ſame Ingratitude to the 
beſt of Maſters, tho? elevated now as they 


think above the Reach of Fortune, made 


Objects not only of Divine, but Human 
Vengeance, 

AFTER the Death of Edmond, Canute 
took Poſſeſſion of the whole Kingdom, 
and married Emma the Widow of Etbel- 
red, and Mother to Edward afterwards 
called the Confeſſor: This ambitious Wo- 
man, not regarding the Right of her 
Children by her former Husband King 
Ethelred, made an Agreement with Ca- 
nute before ſhe would marry him, that 
if he ſhould have any Children by her 
they ſhould inherit the Crown, which 
Conditions were performed by the Dane, 
for by Teſtament he left his Kingdom of 
Denmark to his eldeſt Son, and England 
to Hardicanute born of Emma; but Ha- 
rold, an elder Brother by another Ven- 
ter, happening to be in England at the 
Death of his Father King Canutus, took 
the Advantage of Hardicanute's Abſence 
tn Denmark, and ſeized the Throne, 
which he diſgraced by ſeveral Acts of Ty- 
ranny, being a moſt vicious and ' cruel 

Prince, but Nis Reign laſted not long; to 
him ſucceeded Hardicanute, who, bein 
Equally as wicked as his Brother Harold, 
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only ſhewU the People, that they had 
changed the Man, but not the Tyrant ; 
but = Engliſh had ſoon the Satisfaction to 
ſee themſelves delivered from the Oppreſ- 
fion of a foreign Race, by the ſudden Fate 
of this King, who dying in a Debauch at 
Lambeth, put an End to the Daniſh Dyna- 
ty in England. 


AFTER the Death of Herdicanute, the 
Saxon Blood was reſtor'd in oo 
Edward, for his Piety and gr, 1042. 
Sufferings ſurnamed the 
Confeſſor, who had no juſt Title to the 
Crown ; for the lawful Heir Edward, cal- 
led the Out-law, who was Son to Edmond 

 Jdronfide, was then in Exile in Hungary; 
but the People at this Time were ſo tranſ- 
ported with their Deliverance from the 
Daniſh Race, that they elevated to the 
Throne the firſt Saxon they found with any 
Pretence of Title, for fear of falling again 
under the Dominion of the Danes, 


3% HowEeveR, tho? he injured the right 
> Heir himſelf, he would ſuffer no-body elſe 
4 to prejudice his juſt Pretenſions, for which 
> Reaſon he ſent into Hungary for Edward 
de Out-law, and his Son Edgar Atheling, 
= whom he treated with' all manner of Re- 
pt So and declared his Heirs; a wonder- 
ul Inſtance of the Simplicity and T e 
of 
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of this Age, in which a Prince, conſcious 
of his own Right, could fit ſtill and ſuffer 


another quietly to poſſeſs his Throne, while 


at the ſame time the Intruder entertained 
no ure of ſo dangerous a Rival, if 
he n d thought fit to have aſſerted his 
Right. 

Fr 1s Prince was renowned for his ex- 
emplary Life, and particularly his Chaſti- 
ty, having lived forty Years in Wedlock, 
and after all that Time left his Queen a 


Virgin; whether or no this Abſtinence . 


from the law ful Pleaſures of the Marriage 
Bed proceeded from any Scruple or na- 
tural Infirmity, we will not determine ; 
but to the extraordinary Virtues of this 


King is imputed by the Engliſb that pecu- 


liar Gift of curing the Diſtemper called 
the Evil, this being the firſt King in the 
World whoſe Touch was bleſſed with 
that miraculous Operation; ſome have 
been apt to condemn the Opinion of this 
ſtrange Cure, to be merely ſuperſtitious, 

as having no Ground in Reaſon, Philoſo- 
phy, or Religion; and that if there is any 
Thing in it, tis effected by the Power 
of a ſtrong Imagination in the Patient, 
which we often find to have wonderful 
Effects, above the reach of human Rea- 
ſon to camprehend; but it is demonſtra- 


ble that this Cure cannot proceed from 
Imagina- 
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Imagination, becauſe the Objects on which 
it is try'd, are very often ſucking Chil- 
dren, who are not ſenſible of what is do- 
ing to them: That this Touch of the 
Kings of England has had an unaccountable 
Effect in the Cure of this ſcrophulous Diſ- 
temper for almoſt ſeven hundred Years 
together, when all other human Remedies 
have failed, is a Truth ſo certain, that a 
Man muſt have a great deal of Aſſurance 
who can deny Matter of Fact. 
Tus Edward, being a wiſe as well as 
religious Prince, made ſeveral wholeſome 
Laws for the better Government of the 
Common-wealth ; infomuch, that before 
Wilkam the Norman could quietly be ad- 
mitted to the Crown of Eng/and, he was 
obliged by an Oath to obſerve inviolably 
the Laws of St. Edward, who, among 
other Monuments of his Piety, founded 
the Abbey of Weſtminſter for Benedictine 
Monks; which noble Foundation, tho? 
mightily clipp'd in the Revenues, has had 
nevertheleſs the good Fortune to eſcape 
being totally ſwallowed by the Avarice of 
Favourites at the Time of the Reformati- 
on, being converted into a Collegiate 
Church by Queen Elizabeth, and fo not 
alienated from the Service of God, to 
which it was dedicated by the pious 
Founder, 
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BEerinD the high Altar of this Abbey 
Church lies the Body of the Founder in a 
nificent Gothick Tomb, but very much 
defaced by the Superſtition of ſome, and 
the Curiolity of others, who have picked 
out the Blood-ſtones and other Ornaments : 
The Death of this good Prince made Way 
for the greateſt Revolution in England, 
ſince the Saxon Invaſion, by the Conqueſt 
of Wilkam the Norman, which Period of 


Time is now the chiefeſt Era in the Eng- 


Jiſb Chronology. 


Uyon the Death of Edward the Con- 
- fefſor, Harold, Son to Earl 
OY TO Godwrn, ſeiz d the Throne in 
Prejudice to the Right of Edgar Atheling : 
This Earl Godwin was a Nobleman of vaſt 
Demeans and Power in the Time of the 


Confeſſor, moſt of which Lands were ſwal- 


lowed by an Irruption of the Sea on the 
Coaſt of Kent, in the Reign of William 


- Rufus ; however, the Sands to this Day re- 


tain the Name of the old Proprietor. 
This is the Account in our common Chro- 
nicles; but Somner, a learned Antiquary 
of this Country, treats this. Story as a 
vulgar Error, by aſſerting that there never 
were any ſuch Lands of Earl Godwin: This 
he proves by the Authority of Doom - Day 
Book, which makes no mention of any 


ſuch Eftate ; ſo that theſe Sands were not 
Bs form'd 
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form'd by an Irruption, but a Dereliction 
of the Sea, occaſioned by that great Inun- 
dation which happened about this Time 
on the Coaſts of Zeland and Flanders ; 
this conſequently made the Shore of Eng- 
land ſhallower than before, and fo expoſed 
theſe Sands at low Tide, which till then 
were covered always by the greater Depth 
of Water: But to return to Earl Godwin, 
of whom there is a Story which may not 
be unentertaining to the Reader who has 
never met with it before; which, tho? it 
ſhews Cunning and Addreſs, is no great 
Inſtance of his Conſcience and 1 | 
This Earl being on a Progreſs in the 

Country, obſerved ſome Lands of that 
Beauty and Fertility, as to raiſe his Curio- 
ſity of knowing the Owner; when, being 
informed that thoſe Lands belonged to 
ſuch a Nunnery, his Avarice immediate- 
* him with a Deſire of poſſeſſing 
this Eſtate, to which End he contrived the 
following Stratagem: He had a young 
Gentleman to his Nephew, whoſe Age did 
not exceed ſeventeen or eighteen Years, 
but of greater Beauty than 1s common to 


the rougher Sex, even in that Bloom; this 


young Man he contrived ſhould be diſ- 

uis'd in Womens Cloaths and introduced 
into the Nunnery ; the Smoothneſs of his 
Chin, and a womaniſh Complexion, = 
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ried on the Cheat till it was not the In- 
tereſt of thoſe who had diſcovered his Sex, 
to let the World know ſo much as them- 


' ſelves (the Reader may gueſs at the In- 


ſtructions given by the Uncle to his Ne- 
phew;) in a few Months no leſs than ten 
of the Nuns ag with Child, and a- 
mongſt the reſt the Lady Abbeſs herſelf, 
who, being a Woman of great Quality, 
was indulg'd in the Government of that 
Nunnery before the Age preſcrib'd by the 
Canons, and ſo conſequently not too old 
to be entangled in the agreeable Amuſe- 
ments of an Amour; the young Hercules, 
having ſo ſucceſsfully performed his Part, 
gave Notice to his Uncle Earl Godin, 
who running to the King inform'd him of 
what had happened in ſuch a Nunnery, 
with an Aggravation of Fey Circum- 
ſtance: The good King Edward, extreme- 
ly difturb'd at this infamous Story, de- 
clar'd, if it prov'd true, that the Nunnery 
ſhould be ſuppreſs'd; and immediatel 
gave Orders to the Biſhop of the Dioceſe 
to viſit the Place, and make a particular 
Enquiry into this Affair. 

'THr1s was all that Earl Godwin deſired; 
the Matter of Fact appeared, the poor 
Nuns were ejected, the Houſe demoliſhed, 
and the Lands given to the covetous Earl 
who begg'd them. This Injuſtice, 155 
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his other Crimes, made him not long af- 
ter an Object of divine Vengeance; as he 
* fatat Table with King Edward, who hap- 
ed in accidental Diſcourſe to make ſome 
eflection on the Death of his Brother 
Alfrid, fuppoſed to be murder'd by the 
Contrivance of Godwin, who, thinking to 
clear his Innocence, by dreadful Impreca- 
tions wiſhed the Bread he was then eat- 
ing might choak him, if he had any Hand 
in the Death of that Prince; theſe Accents 
* | were ſcarce out of his Mouth, when he fell 
' down dead at the King's Feet. 

' NEVERTHELEss, the immenſe Riches 
he left behind enabled his Son Harold to aſ— 
cend the Throne ; the don corrupted 
by his vaſt Munificence, aſſiſting him in 
his Uſurpation: By which we may ſee, 
that Mankind were the ſame in all Ages, 
and that the ſame Cauſes will have the 
ſame Effects; nor had the Clergy of this 
Time a leſs Share in this Injuſtice, the Ex- 
cluſion of the lawful Heir Edgar Atheling ; 
that Order of Men being generally moſt 
forward in Revolutions, tho? by their Pro- 
feſſion more removed than others from in- 
termeddling in temporal Affairs. 

Harold was ſcarce warm in his new 
Seat, when the Dreams of Majeſty were 
interrupted and broken by a ſurprizing 
Meſſage from William Duke of Normandy, 

tO 
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to demand the Crown of England, accor- 
Cing to an Agreement made between Ha- 
rold and himſelf. The Occaſion of this 
Stipulation is variouſly related by Hiſto- 
rians; but the moſt common Account is, 
That Harold, in the Time of the Confeſſor, 
diverting himſelf in a little Veſſel on the 
Coaſt of Normandy, by a ſudden Tempeſt 
was driven on Shoar, and made a Priſo- 
ner: William, after having detained him 
ſome Time, gave him his Liberty, upon 
taking an Oath to aſſiſt the Duke of Nor- 
mandy in his Pretenſions to the Crown of 
England, whenever Edward the Confeſſor 
ſhould die: This was the Promiſe, the 
Performance of which the Norman ſent to 


demand of Harold, who wanted no Ex- 


cuſes to palliate this Violation of his 
Word, by declaring that the Oath was 
forced upon him when a Priſoner, and fo 
3 not valid or obligatory : It 
could not be expected that this Meſſage 
ſhould make any Impreſſion on ſo ambi- 
tious a Man as Harold who, having facri- 


ficed his Honour and Conſcience before, 
by uſurping the Right of his lawful and 


natural Prince, could not be thought ve 
ſenſible of any Reproaches from Duke Wil. 
ham, who, beſides a remote Alliance with 
Edward the Confeſſor, had no better a Pre- 
tene to the Crown, than Harold * 
Tus 
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Tu ksE Expoſtulations ended at laſt in 


a mutual Defiance; Duke William pre- 
pares an Army and Fleet to do himſelf 


Juſtice, as he called it, on the perjured 


% 


was inſerted in the 


Uſurper of the Crown of England; while 
Harold, after having taken Care to ſe- 
cure the ſouthern Coaſts againſt Norman- 
dy, in caſe of an Invaſion, marches with 
an Army northward to encounter his 
Brother Toftain, who with a Rabble of 
Danes and Norwegians had made a De- 
ſcent.; where we will leave the two Bro- 
thers engaged, and return to the Duke of 
Normandy, who was a Baſtard Son to 
Duke Robert, and ſixth in Deſcent from 
Rollo the Founder of this Family, from 
whom, in a right Line of Father and 
Son, the preſent young Earl of Bath is 
the forty-firſt, he being deſcended trom a 
ſecond Son of Rollo; and Duke William, 
who afterwards conquered England, a 
Baſtard, of the elder Branch: Rollo foun- 


ded this Dukedom meerly by the Reputa- 


tion of his Normans, who not only af- 
failed the northera Part of Europe, but 
carried the Terror of their Arms over the 
Alps, and founded new Kingdotfis in Tra- 
ly : So formidable were theſe Pirates and 
Adventurers at this Time to the reſt of 
the World, that a 2 Deprecation 

itanies of the Church, 
* b to 
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to implore the Protection of Heaven a- 
gainſt the Fury of the Nor mans, who, 
now planted in a milder Climate, and un- 
der a warmer Sun, with the Advantage 
of bordering upon France, began to ſhake 
off that Ferity which they had brought 
with them from the Mountains of Nor- 
way, and to mellow by degrees into Ci- 
vility and good Manners, but retaining 
their antient Courage withal, by a happy 
Compoſition and Mixture, made one of 
the braveſt Races of Men that the World 
ever produced. 

Tur Duke of Normandy, having pre- 
pared all Things neceſſary tor his Expedi- 
tion, in which he was aſſiſted by ſeveral 
neighbouring Princes, as well as his own 
Nobles and Feudatories, ſet fail for Eng- 
land, where he landed in a capacious Bay, 
called Pemſey, in Suſſex ; while Harolf 
who was at this Time in the North, hav- 
ing routed and ſlain his Brother, upon 


che firſt Notice of this Invaſion, marched 
ſouthward with a victorious Army to re- 


pel the Invader ; both Armies met near 
aſtings in Suſſex, at a Place ſince called 
Battle, where the Conqueror afterward 
built an — to expiate for ſo much 
Chriſtian Blood ſhed by his Ambition, on 
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THr1s being the greateſt Battle, for the 
Number of Slain, that has been fought 
in Europe for many Ages, I ſhall be the 
more particular in the Detail of this Day: 
The Engliſh, being more than double in 
Number to the Enemy, might, humanly 
ſpeaking, promiſe themſelves all the Suc- 
ceſs that could be expected from the Ad- 
vantage of their Numbers, eſpecially be- 
ng uſh'd with Victory, and conſcious 
of that innate Gallantry which has in all 
Ages diſtinguiſh'd this People; ſo that we 
muſt aſcribe the contrary Succeſs to that 
unfathomable Providence which governs | 
the Univerſe, contradicts ſometimes its 
own Mechaniſm by giving the ſame 
Cauſes different Effects, and ſnatches the 
Victory from the Strong to beſtow on 
the Weak; tho* there was one Accident, 
which ſeems viſibly to contribute to the 


ill Succeſs of this Day: The Night be- 


fore the Battle, happen'd to be the Eve 
of the King's Birth, and was celebrated 
by the Eng/i/, with all manner of Riot 
and Debauchery; and while the Normans 
were at the Feet of their Confeſſors, 
imploring the Protection of Heaven, and 
reparing themſelves for Death, the jol- 
y Saxons ſpent the Night in carouſing 
and drinking Healths to their Leader, 
and Proſperity to their Arms; tho? this 

| D 2 Debauch 
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Debauch might probably inflame their 
Courage the next Morning, however it 
muſt impair their Strength and blind 
their Conduct; which was the moſt a- 
greeable to Heaven, the Succeſs of the 
enſuing Day declared; for tho? the Eng- 
k/h behaved : themſelves with their uſual 
Bravery, yet at laſt they loſt both the 
Victory and their Country by an irretrie- 
vable Blow: In the Beginning of the 
Fight the Normans were every-where re- 

ulſed, being unable to make any Impreſ- 
Fon on the Firmneſs of the Engliſb Bat- 
talions; when Duke Milliam, ſeeing his 
Sword could not prevail, had recourſe to a 
Stratagem ; he order'd immediately a Re- 
treat to be ſounded, as if he could no 
longer endure the Fury of the Enemy, 


which the Engliſb perceiving, with Shouts 


and Acclamations of Joy purſued, as they 
thought, the flying Normans, who ſeeing 
their Deſign have its expected Event, by 
the Diſorder of the Enemy, who out of 
greedineſs of Purſuit had broken their 
Ranks, returned to the Charge with new 
Fury, ſo that the Engliſb loſt that Ad- 
vantage by their ill Conduct which their 
Courage had given them before ; imme- 
diately followed the entire Rout of the 
Army with a moſt terrible Carnage, near 
ſeventy thouſand Engliſb being found dead 
| | in 
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in the Field of Battle, and among that 
Number Harold himſelf ſhot through the 
Head with an Arrow ; whoſe Fall not a 
little contributed to the ſpeedier Victory 
of the Enemy, by inclining the Engliſb 
Soldiers to Flight and Deſpair. 

Tur Death of this King by an Ar- 
row puts me in mind of a Remark, 
which I would not omit; That the 
Engliſh, before the Norman Conqueſt, 
were not acquainted with the Uſe ot the 
Bow and Arrow among their Arms; tho? 
it ſeems to be a Weapon the moſt natu- 
ral to Mankind; we find the moſt ſavage 
Nations in all Parts of the World have, 
by meer Inſtinct, found out the Uſe of 
theſe Arms, tho? Strangers to the other 
more neceſſary Inventions for the conve- 
nience of Life; but being once inſtructed. 
5 the Normans, wy grew ſo expert 
above other Nations, that to the Uſe of 
theſe Arms alone, in a great meaſure, 
are owing their frequent Victories over 
the French in After-ages ; till the Inventi- 
on of Guns made uſeleſs almoſt all other 
offenſive Weapons. 

Tur Body of Harold, by the Piety 
of the Conqueror, was delivered to the 


Tears and Interceſſion of his Mother, 


who buried him at Waltham in an Ab- 


bey of his own Foundation, where he 


D 3 ſecurely 
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ſecurely ſlept for ſix hundred Years, till 
in the laſt Age his Tomb, broke open 
by Curioſity or Sacrilege, diſcovered the 
perfect ſhape of a human Body, which 
upon the Touch fell into Duſt. But we 


have Examples of the ſame nature in all 


Hiſtories. 
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SECTION II. 


WILLIAM the Conqueror. 
[ 1066, ] 


RESSIILLIAM, from this Time ſur- 


named the Conqueror, ſoon after 
the Battle marches to London 


0 N 
— aichout any Oppoſition; the 
Clergy, who, as I obſerved before, are 
the bel wardeſt in Revolutions, making Uſe 
of all their Power and Credit, which was 
too great at this Time, in perſuading the 
People to ſubmit to their new Maſter. 

Tr E Kentiſb Men only, more tenacious 
than the reſt of the Nation, reſolv'd to 
ſacrifice their Lives to their Liberties and 
Laws ; againſt theſe People was the Con 
queror forced to march with his Army, 
in order to a compleat Reduction of the 
Kingdom, and a firmer Eftabliſhment of 
his new Acquiſitions ; but he had not en- 
tered far into this Province, when he was 
ſurprized to find ſo many armed Comba- 
D 4 tants 
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tants ranged in Battle againſt him, who, 
the better to diſguiſe their Numbers, car- 
ried each a green Bough in one Hand 
to cover his Body: This made an odd 
Appearance when they moved at a Di- 
ſtance, and ſo ſuprized the Normans with 
the Strangeneſs of the Sight, that they 
were the more eaſily induced to capitu- 
late, and come to a Treaty; which at [aſt 
was concluded by a Submiſſion on the one 
Side, and a ſolemn Promiſe to preſerve 
their Laws and Cuſtoms on the Part of 
the Victor. So that this Country, by 


the particular Bravery of her Inhabitants, 


defended herſelf from receiving thoſe 
Marks of Servitude which were impoſed 
on the reſt of the Engliſb at the Will of 
the Conqueror: This gallant Action has 
made the Poſterity of theſe People, in 


Imitation of their Anceſtors, diſtinguiſh 


themſelves on ſeveral Occaſions. 

William, thus intirely poſſeſſed of the 
Kingdom, eaſily repreſſed all the little 
Commotions which were raiſed with a 
Deſign to ſhake off the Norman.Yoke ; 
while that Part of the Saxon Nobility, who 
would not ſubmit to their new Maſter, 
retired into Scotland, where being ſup- 
ported, they made ſeveral Inroads into 
the North of England, but without any 
Succeſs, being always repelled by the Nor- 


mans; 
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WILLIAM the Conqueror, 41 
mans; at the ſame Time Edgar Atbeling, 


the true Saxon Heir of the Crown, ap- 


rehending the Danger of too good a 
Title, ſtole privately away with his Mo- 
ther and two Siſters, deſigning to refuge 
the Ruins of the Royal Family of Eng- 


und in Hungary, where he was born; but 


driven by contrary Winds on the Coaſt 
of Scotland, he was received with all ima- 
ginable Honours by Malcolme, who mar- 
ried Margarette one of his Siſters, | 
whom he had ſeveral Children; the Great- 
Grandſon of this Lady was afterwards 
Henry the Second of England, in whoſe 


Perſon was united the Saxon and Norman 


Blood, which gave that Prince a better 
Title to the Crown, at leaſt to the Aﬀec- 
tions of the People, who had not yet for- 
got their old Race of Kings, his 
Great-Grandfather's Sword at the Battle 
of Haſtings. As for Edgar himſelf, af- 
ter having made ſeveral vain Efforts to 
recover his Right, he at laſt ſubmitted to 
his own and the Fate of his Country ; 
upon which being allowed twenty Shil- 
lings per Diem, a Sum thought ſufficient 
to ſupport a Prince in that Age, he ever 
after lived a retired Life, in which he en- 
joy d more true Content and Happineſs, 
than what the vitiated Appetites o * 
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kind make-them fancy can only be found 
within the Circle of a Crown. 

William thus ſecure forgets the Pro- 
miſes he had made at his Coronation, to 
maintain the Laws of St. Edward ; inftead 
of which he introduces thoſe of Nor man- 
45 throughout his Dominions, ſo that ever 
ince the Laws of England have been 
writ in the Norman French, as great a 
Soleciſm in Politicks as Religion, to ex- 
pect People ſhould obey what they do 
not know, and pray for what they do not 
underſtand; two unreaſonable Cuſtoms 
ſupported by the Craft of Prieſts, and Chi- 
canery of Lawyers. It was perhaps the 
Deſign of the Conqueror, by this Intro- 
duction of his own Laws, to tempt the 
People to learn the French Tongue, and 
forget their own; ſo that all Tradts of 
their antient Cuſtoms being loſt'and ob- 
literated, they might no longer remember 
that they were once free, or reflect now 
that they had loſt their Liberty: But not- 
withſtanding all the Care and Pains that 
were taken to make the two People one, 
by a Harmony of Cuſtoms, Manners, and 
Language; yet ſo diametrically oppoſite 
all along has been the Temper and Genius 
of the two Nations, that, excepting our 
Laws, we have no Tracts of a Conqueſt 
in our Language, thoſe few French ber 25 
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WILLIAM the Conqueror. 43 


which we have at this Dor in the Engliſb 


Tongue, having been made Denizens in 
later Ages; ſo that except ſome few Terms 
of Art with which the Engliſb were un- 
acquainted, eſpecially in Cookery, we cal- 
ling the Fleſh by the French Word for 
the living Creature, as Beaf, Mutton, Veal, 
Pork, we have very little of the Norman 
in the Engliſb Tongue, which cannot pro- 
perly be called a Language, being a Sub- 
Diale& of the Saxon, which was itſelf 
only a Dialect of the ancient Teutonic; 
but in this laſt Age the Engliſ̃g Tongue 
has been ſo refin'd and ſoftened by a more 
general Converſation with our ſouthern 
Neighbours, and foreign Books, eſpeci- 
ally by leaving out the unneceſſary Con- 
ſonants, which has made it leſs Guttural, 
and conſequently more Harmonious, as 
to be at this Day for Beauty, Strength 
and Comprehenſion, not much inferior to 
the Dead, and equal to meſt Living Lan- 
es; whereas, if we look very far back, 
we {hall find the Language of our Ance- 
ſtors as barbarous as their Manners. 
Bur the Introduction of new Laws 


Was not the only Badge of Slavery impo- 


{ed by the Conqueror, who challenged to 
himſelf the whole Demean of the — 2 
dom, as accruing by Right of Conqueſt; 
but notwi ing this Pretence, we do 

Not 
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not find that he di ſpoſſeſſed many. of the 


Enghſh who were not in Arms againſt 
him, or afterwards oppoſed his Title by 
adhering to his Enemies; of his Juſtice 
and Goodneſs in this Point, there is a me- 


morable Example in the Caſe of a * 


whoſe Lands being granted to one War- 
ren a Norman, the injured Party appeaPd 
to the Conqueror, who, upon. Proof 
that the Saxon had never borne Arms 
againſt him, immediately reſtored him to 
his Eſtate. 

* Tuls was a better Treatment than 


what the 1r:/þ met with of late; Man, 


Woman and Child were Outlawed ; nay, 
Infants at the Breaſt were made Guilty of 
Treaſon againſt an Earthly Prince, when 
they were incapable, by any Act of 
Reaſon, of offending againſt the Majeſty 
of the King of Kings. 

THe Emghſh are not like to extend 
their Empire, or even preſerve what they 
have already acquired, till they follow the 
Maxims of a greater, I will not ſay wiſer 
People, than themſelves, I mean the Ro- 


mans, whoſe Lenity and Indulgence to 


their 


— 


In Confirmation of this Hardſhip, afterwards at the 
time of the Truſt, great Numbers, upon their Remon- 
ſtrance, were reliev'd, and had their Attainders revers d by 


an Engi/p Parliament. 
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their conquered Provinces ſecured their 
Acquiſitions by riveting the Affections of 
the People, who finding their own Inte- 
reſt the ſame with their Conqueror's, 
could have no Thoughts of freeing them- 
ſelves from a Yoke, at the fame Time both 
eaſy and profitable, Till we obſerve theſe 
Maxims, Foris juſtum Imperium, in 
quo victis nihil præter Injurie licentiam 
eripiebant, We can never depend upon a 
Submiſſion which is not founded upon 
the Affection of the Subject as well : as 
Duty, unleſs we follow the Spanih Me- 
tl of Extirpation, which that cruel 
Nation uſed in the Reduction of the Weft- 

Indies, which, for ought I know, would 
not be more Inhuman than the preſent 


Treatment of this poor People; it being 


an equal Cruelty to take away Life, or 
the neceſſary Support of it : This Caſe of 


the Triſb Nation is fo particularly hard, 
that there is ſcarce an Inſtance of the like 


nature; moſt of the Outlawries running, 


for Treaſons committed on the 13th Day 


of February 1688, which was the Day 
the then Prince and Princeſs of Orange, 


accepted the Crown in the Banqueting- 
Houſe, the News of which could not be 


known on the other Side St. George's 
Channel that ſame Day, without Inſpira- 
tion; but every-body knows at that _ 
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the Government of Jre/and was intir 

in the Poſſeſſion of the late Toy Fames 
by his Lieutenant the Earl of Tyrconnell, 
who had an Army on Foot to have kept 
the People in Obedience, tho? they ſhould 
have had never fo great an Inclination to 
revolt; ſoon after, the late King Fame: 
went over in Perſon into that Kingdom, 
where he was without diſpute a King 
de facto, to whom our own Laws and Prin- 
ciples juſtify a Submiſhon; upon which 
this unfortunate People were reduced to 
this Dilemma, of being hang'd by one 


King or the other, let them chuſe which. 
Side they would; but what aggravates the 


Hardſhip of this Caſe in reſpect of the 
Authors of this Oppreſſion is, that thoſe 
Iriſh, that were the moſt forward to fling 
themſelves into the Engliſß Protection, as 
ſoon as they had an Opportunity, have 
fared the worſt, and loſt their Eſtates only 
tor ſubmitting to civil Authority ; where- 
as others, who held out to the very laſt, 
and were the Occaſion of ſhedding more 
Blood by a Prolongation of the War, are 
all indemnified by the Articles which they 
made with their Swords in their Hands; 
by which Example Poſterity will be in- 
{ſtructed to hope for more Safety, and bet- 
ter Quarter, by a deſperate Reſiſtance, than 
an early Submiſſion, f 
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WILLIAM the Conqueror, 47 
Bur to return to our Story: If the 
Normans had pretended to an univerſal 
Diſpoſſeſſion of the Engh/h, it is proba- 
ble they might have been driven out again, 
notwithſtanding their great Victory in 
Suſſex, and we have wanted at this Day 
that Æra in our Chronology, which we 
begin at the Conqueſt : Thus the Prudence 
of William made him cautious in impoſing 
any Severities, but what were abſolutely 
neceſſary to retain a new conquered Peo- 
ple in Obedience; but the Succeſſors of 
this Priace grew more indulgent to the 
Engliſb, by whoſe Courage and Fidelity, 


tho? acquired Subjects, they always after- _ 


wards bridled and reſtrained their Heredi- 
tary and Natural. 

AFTER the entire Submiſſion of Eng- 
land, William the Norman found no great 
Troubles to diſturb the reſt of his Reign, 
only ſome few Commotions in the North, 
which were ſoon appeaſed, being the laſt 


convulſive Efforts of expiring Liberty; fo 


that he quietly enjoy'd a Crown, purchaſed 
with ſo much Blood and Danger, in Con- 
tradiction to the common Fate of Vio- 
lence and Rapine; but the Rebellion of 
his Son in Normandy gave him ſome Trou- 
ble for a Time; however he vanquiſhed 
at laſt all Misfortunes with his uſual Fe- 
licity, and died in his own Country, his 

Death 
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Death being occaſioned by a Fall from 
his Horſe, to the ill Effects of which 
the Weight and Bulk of his Body did 
not a little contribute. Nothing can more 


illuſtrate the wanker of human Greatneſs 


than the laſt Cataſtrophe of this Prince, 
who, after having conquered ſuch an 
Extent of Ground, could hardly find 
Earth enough to bury him; the Parti- 
culars of wich Adventure I omit, they 
being to be found in our common Chro- 
nicles; ſuch contemptible Things are theſe 
Meteors of Majeſty, after all the Buſtle 
and Glare they make in the World, 
when they come to be levelled by Death 
with the Herd of Mankind. 


—_— —_ — 


WILLIAM RUFUS. 
[ 1087. ] 


Y Teſtament he left his Dukedom of 

Normandy to his eldeſt Son Robert, 
and his Kingdom of England to his ſecond, 
William, called Rufus trom the Colour of 
his Hair, thinking himſelf at Liberty to 
2 of his own Acquiſitions as he plea- 
ſed: But Rufus had not been long in Poſ- 


ſeſſion before he was diſtur by ho 
2 m 
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Claim of Duke Robert, who, inſiſting up- 


on his Right of Primogeniture, thought 
it very unreaſonable that his younger 
Brother ſhould be a King, while he muſt 
be contented with the Dutchy of Norman- 
dy : But William Rufus, pleading his Fa- 
ther's Will, would not eaſily reſign fo 
good a Title to the unarmed Remonſtran- 
ces of Duke Robert; but this Difference 
was ſoon compromiſed between the two 
Brothers, Robert reſigning his Pretenſions 
to the Crown of England for a Penſion of 
3000 Marks per Annum; ſo great was that 
Sum in this Age, or ſo inconſiderable the 
Value of that Crown, which in our Days 
has received no leſs than ſixty Millions 
Sterling in the Space of ten Years, which 
Sum, upon a juſt Diſcount for the different 
Valve of Silver in that - and our own 
Times, would have aſtoniſhed and fright- 
ted our Anceſtors, who, ds they were 
more tenacious of their juſt Rights than 
we, thought it the greateſt Sign of Liber- 
iy to keep their Purſes ſhut, and preſerve 
eir Property. | 

 Tx1s Agreement was not long in 
Force; Robert, either diſſatisfied in Mind 
for the ill Bargain he had made, or elſe 
upon ſome new Diſguſt, calls the French 
King to his Aſſiſtance, and flies into open 
Hoſtility, by ſeizing ſeveral * 
E ors 
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Normandy, which he had mortgaged to his 
Brother William upon a deſigned Expedi- 
tion into the Holy Land; upon Notice of 
which, Rufus immediately ſails to Nor- 
mandy, and with great Addreſs corrupts 
the King of France, who left poor Duke 
Robert to ſhift for himſelf; Robert, thus 
reduced to this Neceſſity, was forced to 
ſubmit to his Brother, who ſoon after re- 
turning into Exgland ended his Days by an 
uncommon and deplorable Stroke of Deſ- 
tiny, being killed in the New Foreſt by 
the accidental Glance of an Arrow from 
the Back of a Deer, others ſay from a 
Tree; nor is it more certain who was the 
Perſon that ſhot the King by this ubltappy 
Accident; the general Report made Sir 


Walter Tyrrell, his Bow-bearer, the unfor- | 


tunate Man; but ſome of his Contempo- 
raries from his own Mouth have affirmed, 
that he was not in the Field that Day: 
The Death of William on this particular 
Spot ſeems to leave ſo bright a Tract of 
the divine Vengeance, that the moſt in- 
credulous can hardly aſcribe it to the com- 
mon Reſults of Fortune; when we conſi- 
der, that not only William, but two more 
of the ſame Family, Sons and Grandſons 
to William the Conqueror, came to un- 
timely and violent Ends in this unlucky 
Foreſt, which the Impiety of that * 
| a 
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had alienated from the Service of God, by 
deſtroying no leſs than Thirty ſix Parochial 
Churches, beſides Religious Houſes, to de- 
dicate the ſacred Ground to the Uſe of wild 
Beaſts. 


— 
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UFUS thus dead, his younger 

Brother- Henry immediately ſeized 
both his Treaſure and his Crown, his 
Brother Robert's Abſence in the Holy 
War giving him greater Opportunity to 
* eſtabliſh himſelf; thus that unfortunate 
Prince loſt a real and hereditary Crown, 
while he was ſeeking an imaginary one 
under the Walls of Feruſalem: This was 
without diſpute an Aggravation of the 
Injuſtice towards Duke Robert, who was 
to have ſucceeded to the Crown, accord- 


ing to the Stipulation between him and 


his. Brother William: Henry, in anſwer to 
this, pleaded, that he was born the Son 
of a King, and Heir to a Crown; whereas 
his elder Brother, being only Son to a 
Duke, could pretend to nod but his 
Father's Dutchy. This was ſuch another 


Contention as we find in the Perſſan Story, 


E 2 Which 
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which Diſpute being left to the Arbitrati- 


on of an Uncle, was decided in Favour 
of Xerxes, the younger Brother, becauſe 
he was born Son to à King, and his elder 
Brother to a private Man before his 
Acceſſion to the I Eh what is more 


remarkable in that Story 1s, the quiet Sub- 


miſſion of the baffled Party to this hard 


Deciſion, of which Juſtin ſays, Nec Vicłor 
inſultaverit, nec Victus doluerit. 

Henry, thus poſſeſſed of the Crown, 
and conſcious of wanting a good Title, 


thought it the moft prudent Courſe he 


could take to eſtabliſh himſelf in the Af- 
fections of the People, by eaſing them of 


all the Hardſhips they lay under by the 
Impoſition of either his Father or Bro- 
ther ; the ſame Severity not being now 
ſo neceſſary as immediately after a Con- 
queit : In order to this Redreſs of Grie- 
vance, he aboliſhed that ſevere Injuncti- 
on of his Father's, calld Covrefeu, which 
obliged all the Engliſb at the Sound of a 
Bell to extinguiſh their Fire and Candle. 
and go to ; It being highly criminal for 
any Perſon to be ſeen Abroad after Eight 
at Night: Moreover, he gave Leave to 


his Nobility to build Caſtles, and hunt 


in his Foreſts, which laſt Liberty was 
reſtrained with ſo much Severity by his 
Predeceſſors; beſides ſeveral other Acti- 


ons 


— 
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ons of Bounty, which ſhewed him a vir- 
tuous and good Prince. 

FROM hence we may make this Reflec- 
tion, that ſome Advantages accrue to the 
People, by the want of a good Title in 
their Prince, who, conſcious of this Defect, 
is more upon his Guard to diſguiſe his vi- 
cious! Inclinations, which, tho? ſtronger in 
Uſurpers than lawful Princes, are more 
commonly concealed by the Neceffity of 
a greater Diſſimulation, while a Senſe 
of Danger makes them affect Popularity 
by obliging their People ; whereas ſome 
of our moſt virtuous and lawful Princes, 
conſcious of their Right, have facrificed 
themſelves to the Malice of the Times, 
by too obſtinate an Aﬀertion even of 
their juſt and legal Prerogatives. 

Henry ſoon found the Advantage of 
this prudent Behaviour towards his Peo- 
ple, whoſe Affections ſupported him in 
a Time of the greateſt Danger ; for it 
was not long betore Robert made a De- 
ſcent from Normandy, with a very con- 
ſiderable Force, to aſſert his Claim to the 
Crown; but finding his Brother Henry 
in a good Condition to receive him, he 
yielded at laſt to the Perſuaſion of thoſe 
who interpos'd to prevent the Effuſion of 
Blood; and ſuch was the Eaſineſs of this 
Prince's Temper, that he accepted at laſt 
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nus former Penſion: of 3000 Marks, upon i 
2 a Promiſe that he ſhould ſucceed to the h 
"> Crown on the Death of Henry, and fo fi 
1 reſigned his Pretenſions; a greater In- tl 
k ſtance of his good Nature than his Wil- E 
dom. But it was not long, before new N 
3 Animoſities aroſe between them, which b 
being amicably compoſed, Duke Nobert l: 

comes over to make a Viſit to his Bro- E 

ther in Englaud, where he was ſo charm- N 

ed with his Reception, that in Return tl 


he frankly of his own Accord remitted ; 7 
the 3000 Marks per Annum; but ſoon at- . a. 
ter, repenting this Generoſity, complain- 
ed that Henry had over-reach'd him ; v 
which coming to the King's Ears, ſo en- il 
raged him, that he immediately fell into a 
Normandy with an Army, and ſoon made i h 
himſelf Maſter of the whole Dutchy ex- * 
cept Roan ; after which Succeſs he re- ſ 
turns triumphant into England, followed n 
by Duke Robert, who hoped to make p 
him ſo far relent as to give him back the v 
Dukedom, and content his Ambition with t 
the Kingdom he had raviſhed from him: N 
But ſo unaccountable is the "Thirſt of 


Power, that Henry not only rejected this | i 
rea ſonable Propoſition, but could not find C 
in his Heart to treat his Brother with 4 
common Reſpect ; which ill Uſage ſo ex- go 


aſperated this unfortunate Prince, that he ] 
$4 1 imme: 
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immediately had recourſe to Arms, in 
hopes of recovering his Patrimony : But 
ſuch was the conſtant Fortune of Henry, 
that he ſoon vanquiſhed Robert in a 
Battle, in which ten "Thouſand Normans 
were lain, and the Flower of that No- 
bility deſtroyed or taken by the Eng- 
hf; who, by a ſtrange Circulation of 
Events, won this Battle, and annexed 
Normandy to the Crown of England, 
the ſame Day forty Years that the Nor- 
mans won the Battle of Haſtings, and 
annexed England to Nor mandy. 

Ao the Number of the Priſoners 
was unfortunate Robert himſelf, who be- 
ing committed to a cloſe Confinement, 


and endeavouring to make his Eſcape, -had 
his Eyes moſt barbarouſly put out, as ſome 
Writers report; which Cruelty could not 
ſo break his Heart, ſupported either by 
natural Courage, Chirſtianity, or Philoſo- 
phy, but that he was contented to ſur- 
vive twenty-eight Years in Prifon, and all 
that Time in a continual Night of Dark- 
neſs and Horrour. 

Tuts Cruelty of Henry to his Brother, 
if true, is an indelible Mark 'of Infamy 
on his Memory, who, except this one 
Act of Barbarity, was a very Great Man; 
but it went not long unpuniſhed, ſo ſhal- 
low is human Contrivance; for the only 
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legitimate Son of this King, Prince Wil. 
lam, was drowned, with his Siſter and 
ſeveral others of Royal Blood, in their 
Paſſage between Normandy and England; 
the Hand of Heaven ſnatching away this 
Prince, for whoſe Sake this Cruelty was 
ated on his Uncle; ſo that Henry had no 
lawful Male - Iſſue to inherit his unjuſt 
Poſſeſſions purchaſed with ſo horrid a 
Cruelty ; his Daughter Maud, married af- 
terward to the Earl of Anjou, Father to 
Henry the ſecond, being his preſumptive 
Heir. | 
Tux Loſs of this only Son was a ſen- 
ſible Mortification to the Ambition of 
Henry, who never after NN enjoy'd 
himſelf, and at laſt died of a Surfeit on 
Lamprey; in him ended the Norman 
Male Line, not extended ond the ſe- 
cond Generation, but extinct in the im- 
mediate Children of the Conqueror, by 
which we may ſee how one Blaſt of Pro- 
vidence can in a moment tear up by the 
Roots that Power, which the Violence 
of the Sword had been almoſt an Age in 
Planting. 
Bor tho? this King had no more legi- 
timate Iſſue, he had a great many natural 
Children, his Incontinence being the grea- 
teſt of his perſonal Vices; and the? the 
Example of the Prince oſten very much 
* affects 
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affects the Manners of the Subject, how - 


ever in this Reign we find a very memo- 
rable Inſtance of Chaſtity in the Perſon 
of an Archbiſhop, who, being adviſed by 


his Phyſicians to make uſe of a Woman as 


the only Means to cure an inveterate Diſ- 
temper, reply'd, That the Remedy was 
worle than the Diſeaſe; and ſo died a 
Martyr to the moſt difficult of all moral 
Virtues : A wonderful Example indeed ! 
but not ſo remarkable in the old Man, as 
the Prieſt. We have a Prelate in our own 
Days, who undoubtedly would have ventu- 


red on this Experiment on a leſs Tempta- 


tion than that of Life, ſince he has not 
been able to content himſelf with leſs than 
three Wives of his own. _ 

IN this King's Time was firſt inſtituted 
the High Court of Parliament, all Aſſem- 
blies of State till now being: managed b 
the King and Nobility, Aided into Lo 
Spiritual and Temporal; but this third 
Order, in Proceſs of Time, by a Revolution 
of Property, and aſſuming to themſelves 
an arbitrary Power not warranted by the 
original Conſtitution, have in ſome Inſtan- 
ces, in the Time of the late Troubles, ve- 
ry much funk and eclipſed the Authority 
and Luſtre of the other two. | 
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STEPHEN. 
[1135-] 


E have ſeen the ſhort Continu- 
ance of the Empire founded by 
the Norman Conqueror ; for after the 
Death of Henry the firſt, Stephen Earl 
of Boleyn ſtept into the Throne, in preju- 
dice to the Right of Maud the Empreſs, 
Daughter to the laſt King: This Stephen 
was Grandſon to Villiam the Conqueror 
by the Mother's Side, as Maud was Grand- 
daughter by the Father; ſo that the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of the Crown for at leaſt three Suc- 
ceſſions, William, Henry and Stephen, was 
a a continued Uſurpation; this Frequency of 
Irregular Succeſſions has given Occaſion to 
Men of ill Principles to juſtify the tumul- 
tuary Election of the People, and their 
_ own unwarrantable Actions, by the Ex- 
ample of paſt Ages, which 1s very ill Lo- 
gick to found an Argument upon; for if 
this Maxim be allowed, Sacrilege, Murder 
and Blaſphemy, may as eaſily be defended 
by a Preſcription of Time and Cuſtom, 
as any irregular Violation in the Conſtitu- 
tion of Government; becauſe fiich Thin 


have been done before, it is no Conſe- 


quence that Poſterity ſhould follow the 


pernicious 
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icious Example; eſpecially when we 
conſider, that Uſurpations, as they are 
founded on Injuſtice and Rapine, mult ne- 
ceſſarily be ſupported by the ſame Princi- 
ples, and a greater Expence of Blood and 
Treaſure than would maintain the Neceſ- 
ſities of the Government four times as 


long under a quiet and and lawful Admi- 
niſtration; a conſpicuous Example of which 


Truth will be given in the following Reign 
of this Stephen, whoſe unjuſt Seizure of 


the Crown flung this Kingdom into terri- 
ble Convulſions for ſome Years, by enga- 
ging the Nation in a cruel and unnatural 


Civil War between theſe two Competitors 
Maud and Stephen ; the ill Conſequences 
of which might have been continued to 
Poſterity, if the Care of Heaven by time- 
ly ow away Euftace, Son to the Uſur- 
per, had not confined his Ambition to the 
Term of his own Life: For Stephen, thus 
childleſs, could in Reaſon have no further 
Object of his Ambition, than to live quiet 
during his whole Reign, and then ſuffer 


the Succeſſion to return into the right 


Channel; nothing being more eaſy, than to 
be juſt when we have no further Intereſt 


to be otherwiſe. This Conſtderation brought 


him at laſt to Terms of Agreement, after 
ſeveral bloody Battles with almoſt equal 
Viciſſitude of good and bad Fortune: The 

| 7 Conditions 


* 
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Conditions of this Treaty were, that Ste- 


pben ſhould quietly enjoy the Crown du- 


ring his natural Life, and in the mean time 
Henry, Son to Maud, ſhould be declared 
| preſumptive Heir, and after Stephen's Death 
ſucceed. To this Agreement both Parties 
willingly conſented, tho'ꝰ ſome of the No- 
bility, who had too firmly adhered to Sze- 
pber's Party, conſcious of their own Guilt, 
and * of Henry's Reſentment 
when he ſhould come to the Throne, ad- 
visd the King againſt the Succeſſton of 
that Prince, preferring their own private 
Security to the publick Good and the Safe- 
ty of Poſterity; but this wicked Advice 
"was prudently rejected by Stephen, who, if 
he had been capable of following this 
Counſel, would have been the laſt of Man- 
kind, and have made the blackeſt Figure 
in Story ; 1t being — 6 to conceive 
human Nature ſo totally 

wicked meerly for Wickedneſs ſake, which 
he muſt have been had he contrived a 
Prolongation of his own Injuſtice, of 
which he could reap no longer Benefit ; 
this would have been a Deſire to do Miſ- 
chief after Death, and to make War upon 
Right and Equity in the Grave, notwith- 
ſtanding in our own Times we have ſeen 
the very thing done in a parallel Caſe. 


This Stephen, barring the Guilt of Uſur- 


pation, 


deprav'd, as to be 


W 
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pation, was in other — a Prince of 
reat Courage and Wiſdom; as an In- 
ce of the former Quality, our Chro- 
nicles relate, that when defeated in a Bat- 
tle againſt Maud, and his whole Army 
routed and fled, he ſcorned to follow 
their Example, and, tho* abandoned by 
all his Retinue, rode about the Field with 
his Sword in his Hand, daring and brav- 
ving the Victor, who for a great while 
was atraid to approach him; the Words of 
Hoveden are, Horrentibus intmicis ictuum 
ejus immanitatem, But at laſt overpower- 
ed by Numbers, he was taken Priſoner, and 
very rigorouſly treated by Maud, who 
now had the Game in her Hands if ſhe 
had known how to manage it ; but elated 
with her good Fortune, through Inſolence 
and want of Addreſs, ſhe diſguſted the 
Londoners, who, revolting from her Party, 
turn'd the Scale, and reſtored the Fortunes 
of Stephen; ſo great a Weight in all Re- 
volutions had the Faction of that powerful 
City, even at a Time that it was not by 
a tenth part ſo conſiderable as now. 

Bur after the Agreement about the 
Succeſſion, Stephen quietly enjoy'd the 
Crown too dearly nds 
Blood and Labour; and now he ſhew'd 
the World, that he was as capable of Go- 
verning his People in time of Peace, as 

command- 
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commanding his Armies in War; but as 
if Action were his only Element, he did 
not long ſurvive to enjoy his Repoſe. Up- 
on the Death of Stephen ſucceeded a French 
axes who govern'd this Kingdom for 


ſevera Ages with great Glory and Splen- 
eſe 


dor; theſe following Kings being of a dif- 
ferent Race, we wil reſerve the Hiſtory 
of their Affairs for another Section. 


SECTION 
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SECTION III. 


HE N R Y II. 
154. 


Ccokpixe to the Treaty with 
Sl} Stephen, as well as in due Or- 
cqder of Succeſſion, Henry the 
SS2U2 ſecond, Son to Maud the Em- 
| preſs, and Great Grandſon to 
William the Conqueror, aſcended the 


Throne; in this Prince center'd all the 


Pretences both Norman and Saxon to the 


Crown of England; the Father of Henry 
was Geofrey of Anjou, who, from a Sprig 
of Broom which he wore in his Bonnet, 
aſſumed the Surname of Plantagenett, ſo 
illuſtrious in the Engliſb Chonicles for a 
long Deſcent of gallant Princes; Henry, 
adorned with Generolity, Courage and 
many other Virtues, might well be rec- 
koned among our great and fortunate 
Princes, if the Undutifulneſs of his Chil- 
dren had not interrupted his Felicity 3 
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Diſpute afterwards with Becker, gave him 
great Uneaſineſs, and diſturbed the Peace 
of his Reign, yet nothing went fo near his 
Heart as the Diſobedience of thoſe, from 
whom he might have expected nothing but 
Returns of Gratitude, Duty and Aﬀecti- 
on ; the wonderful Indulgence of this 
Prince toward his Children made their 
Crimes ſo much more black and unpar- 
donable : He was ſo fond of his eldeſt Son 
Henry, that, not content to leave him his 
Dominions after his Death, he would 


make him ſhare both Power and Majeſty 


during his own Life; for he crown'd 
him King, and made the Nobility ſwear 
Allegiance to him : How great a Weakneſs 
this was, Experience immediately convin- 
ced him; for when, to honour the Solem- 
nity of his Son's Coronation, he would 
needs carry himſelf the firft Diſh to his 
Table, the inſolent young Man told thoſe, 
who took Notice of the Honour his Fa- 
ther did him, that it was but fit the Son 
of a Duke ſhould wait upon the Son of a 
King; a Saying equally brutal, inſolent, 
and ungrateful; and, to ſhew that he was 
in earneſt, he ſoon after fell into open Re- 
bellion, impatient of a Rival even in the 
Perſon who had both given him Majeſty 
and Life: 1 this, the better to ſup- 
port himſelf, he called the French _ 
1s 
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his Father-in-law, to his Aſſiſtance, and 
inveigled his two younger Brothers, Rich- 
ard and Fohn, to be Partakers of his Guilt, 
in which, as they bore a Part, ſo they 
ſhared in his Puniſhmeats ; this Prince him- 
ſelf was cut off before the Flower of his 
Age; his Brother Richard came to a vio- 


lent End at laſt, beſide the Trouble and 


Chagrine of a long Impriſoament; and 


Fobn, after a miſerable Life, which was a 
_ conſtant Series of Calamities, Vexations, 


and Misfortunes, ended his unhappy Days, 
as ſome ſay, by Poiſon ; ſo ſeverely was the 
Breach of filial Duty revenged upon the 
immediate Perſons of theſe three Princes, 
as well as their Poſterity. The next Mis- 
fortune .of Henry was the Miſunderſtand- 
ng between him and Becket, Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, who, tho' in the main a 
good Man, was very much to blame to 
ſo contumacious with his Prince: Bec- 
ket fled into France, where he was ſup- 
ported both by the King and the Pope 
againſt Henry; at laſt, being reconciled, 
and reſtored to his Archbilfiopack, he 
was barbarouſly murdered at his own Al- 
tar by four Kaights, who officivuſly think- 
ing to pleaſe the King, tho“ without his 
Command or Knowledge, perpetrated this 
execrable Murder ; being neither deterred 
from ſo flagitious an Attempt by the 
F Character 
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Character of the Perſon, nor the Sanctity 
of the Place: But the Murderers, inſtead 
of meeting their ex Reward, in a 
few Years all miſerably periſhed in Exile : 
The Archbiſhop was reputed a Martyr, 
and ſoon after canoniz'd at Rome by the 
Title of St. Thomas of Canterbury, 

King Henry, in Recompence of his 
Sufferings, built him a magnificent Shrine, 
at which he offer'd his Crown, after having 
been ſoundly whipt by the whole Convent 
in his Paſſage to the Tomb. 

IMMENSE were the Riches which the 
Superſtition of that Age devoted to this 
Shrine ; for the Kings of France, as well 
as England, made frequent Pilgrimages to 
St. Thomas, whoſe 'Tomb the orned 
with Gifts of an ineſtimable Value. 

THEsE Troubles about the Archbiſhop, 
with the frequent Rebellions of his Sons, 
and a Series of Misfortunes at the latter 
End of his Reign, ſunk ſo deep into the 
Spirit of Henry, as to finiſh his Life before 
the Courſe of Nature exacted. 


RICHARD 
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RICHARD I. 
[1189.] 


LIE was ſucceeded by his Son Richard 

the firſt, a magnificent, valiant, ge- 
nerous and good-natured Prince, but a 
little too fierce and inſolent; of this Rich- 
ard they tell that unaccountable Story ſo 
frequent in the Hiſtories of all Ages, 
That upon his Approach to his Father's 
Corpſe, the dead Body immediately bled; 
which Spectacle ſo ſenſibly touch'd him, 
that he burſt into a Torrent of Tears, to 
expiate his repeated Violations of paternal 


Authority; a Crime {ſo heinous, that the 


Chineſe atfirm it is not in the Power of 
Heaven to forgive. 
Richard, being ſettled on the Throne, 
apply'd his Thoughts wholly according to 
the Devotion of that Age, to his intended 
Expedition to the Holy Land ; in order to 
which he rais'd all the Money he could, 
by ſelling and mortgaging his Lands and 
Jewels, belides the voluntary Contributions 
of his People; all which he conſumed in a 
ſhort Time in this unneceſſary Expedition, 
beſides gooooo J. which he found in hi 
Father's Coffers, an incredible Sum for 
that Age: But tho? he expended ſo vaſt a 
N F 2 Treaſure, 
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Treaſure, he acquired no leſs a Reputation 
to himſelf and Country by his glorious 
Actions againſt the Saracens, whom he 
vanquiſhed in ſeveral Rencounters, engagi 
with the Great Saladine Hand to Hand, : 
whom he overthrew both Horſe and Man : 
to the Ground, and planted the Engliſh : 
Lions on the Walls of Acon; but what is 
a greater Accumulation of Glory, in his 
Paſſage to the Holy Land he not only 
revenged ſome Inſults received from the f 
Sicilians, but added a new Kingdom to 1 
his other Titles; for, being affronted by ' 
a Greek Tyrant who had ſeized the Iſle | 
of Cyprus, he immediately debark'd his ; | 
Troops and made himſelf Maſter of the t 
Iſland, putting the Tyrant into Chains of by | 
Silver. | | i | 
AFTERWARDS, in the Holy Land, fal- f | 
ling into Diſſenſion with Leopold of Au- 
ſtria, who reſented his pulling down the 
Imperial Eagle and ſettin th Arms of 


| 
England on the Walls of Acon, when they | 
took that Town from the Saracens, he re- 
ſolved to return Home, after having made : | 
the beſt Conditions he could with Saladine. | | 
This Inſult ſo mortally diſguſted Leopold, | | 
| 

| 


picqued already with Envy at the Glory 
1 of Richard, that he after- 
; wards took a ſevere Revenge, in detain- 


ing him Priſoner in his Return for Eng- 
land; 
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land; for Richard, in his Way Home, fail- 
ing with his Fleet up the Adriaticꝶ Gulph, 
landed in 1#ria, whence deſigning to paſs 
Incognito by Land, he was diſcovered 
and perfidiouſly ſeiz'd, in Violation of the 
Laws of Hoſpitality, in the Territories 
of the Archduke of Auſtria, who baſely 
delivered him into the Hands of his mor- 


tal Enemy the Emperor, by whom he was 


detained a Priſoner till 100000 .. Ranfom 
delivered him; ſo vaſt a Sum for theſe 
Times, that the Church Plate of Eng- 
land was ſold to raiſe the Money. After 
fifteen Months Impriſonment he returned 
Home, when he took a ſevere Revenge 
on his Brother John, by diſpoſſeſſing him 
of all his Lands, for his turbulent Practi- 
ces and ambitious Intrigues during his 
Abſence : Afterwards belieging a Caſtle 
in France (whither one of his Subjects, 
who had found a great Treaſure and re- 


_ fuſed to give him a Share, was fled) he 


was ſhot from the Walls by a Croſs-bow, 
of which Wound in four Days he died ; 
but the Place being immediately render- 
ed, the Perſon, who wounded him, being 
brought into his Preſence, was fo far 
from repenting or making any Excuſes, 
that, on the contrary, he juſtify d the Ac- 
tion, declaring, he did it in Revenge of 
his Father and two Brothers, KilPd b 
F 3 Rickard. 
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Richard: The Fierceneſs and Inſolence of 
this Declaration deſerved a ſeverer Re- 
turn than what he found from the Gene- 
roſity and Goodneſs of this great King, 
who not only releas'd, but gave him a 
bundred Shillings, with a Command that 
no- body ſhould touch a Hair of his Head; 
but aſſoon as the Breath was out of the 
Body of Richard, his Friends thinking 
themſelves obliged rather to follow the 
Dictates of Revenge, than obey the laſt 
Commands of their dying Prince, imme- 
diately ſeized the Wretch and flea'd him 
alive. Such was the End of this mag- 
nanimous Richard the firſt, trom his 
Greatneſs of Mind and Courage, ſur- 
named Cæur de Lyon, who not content 
to be known at Home, as if Europe were 
too narrow a Theatre for his Glory, by 
his Courage and great Enterprizes ex- 
tended the Reputation and Terror of the 
Enghſh Arms to the remoteſt Parts of 
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PON the Death of Richard, his 
Brother John, defy ing the Rig ht 
of his Nephew Arthur, Son to Geofry his 
elder Brother, leap'd into the Throne; it 


being high time now, according to the 


Cuſtom of England, to have another U- 
ſurpation, there having been already two 
lineal and lawful Succeſſions: The Abſence 
of the unfortunate Arthur gave an Oppor- 
tunity to John, who was upon the Place, 


to poſſeſs himſelf of the Government, which 


he held by the ſame flagitious Means he 
acquired it, oppreſſing the Nobility, and 
invading the Liberties of rhe Church ; 


which Enormities filled his Reign with a 


ee Series of Troubles and Confu- 
8 8 8 
Bur the Crown was not ſo eaſily 
maintain'd as acquir'd; a great deal of 
Blood and Treaſure muſt be firſt waſted, 
before there could be a firm Eſtabliſh- 
ment of this unjuſt Poſſeſſion : Arthur 


aſſerts his Right by Arms, flinging higgſelf 


into the Protection of the French King, 
who by repeated Oaths and Proteſtations 


-- aſſures Conſtance, the Mother of Arthur, 
A F 4 never 
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never to abandon the Intereſt of her Son, 
till he had reſtored him to his juſt Inheri- 
tance. But we ſhall ſoon ſee the Effects 
of all theſe Rhodomontades: John was 
no ſooner arrived in Normandy to defend 
that Dutchy, but the French King, bribed 
by the Condeſcenſions of Jobn, who yield- 
ed him a great Part of his Tranſmarine 


Territories, baſely violates his Promiſes, 


and abandons the Intereſt of Arthur, 
whom he had ſo ſolemnly ſworn to pro- 
tect; by which we may fee that Princes, 
unguided by Principles of Honour, often 
ſacrifice their Glory to their Intereſt, by 
committing Actions which would be in- 
famous in private Men. 

Uros this, John thinking he could not 


too dearly purchaſe a Security of his u- 
ſurp'd Title, returns with great Satisfac- . 


tion into England, where he found not 
the ſame Temper in his People; the No- 
bility, highly diſguſted at the mean Spirit 


of their Prince, remonſtrate to him the 
Prejudice and Injury which the whole Na- 


tion ſuſtained in the Loſs of ſo great a 


Part of his Dominions, beſides the Diſ- 
honour of this infamous Treaty with 


France: But they deſerved this Uſage for 
ſupporting a wrong Title; it not being 
eaſy to conceive that an Uſurper, who is 
ply a Father-in-law, ſhould look box 
wh 4 the 
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che ſame Eye of Affection upon his Sub- 
jects as a lawful King, who is the natural 
Parent of his Country; the Truth of this 
Reflection is confirmed by frequent Exam- 

les in all Ages, by which we may fee 

ow often the Dete& of a juſt Title is 
ſupported by the precarious Intruder, at 
the Expence not only of his own Honour, 


but the Safety, Intereſt and Welfare of the 


People. This ſcandalous Treaty, and other 
Violations of the Subjects Rights, made 
this Prince ſo deſpicable and hated, that 
the Nobility refuſed to follow him into 
Normandy, where Arthur, meeting with 
new Friends to ſupport the Juſtice of his 
Cauſe, had renewed the War. 

AT the ſame Time Philip of France 
with the ſame perfidious Levity breaks 
the Treaty between himſelf and King 
Jobn, by re-aſſilting Prince Arthur ; in 
which Affair he ſeemed to be now in ear- 

elt, by giving Arthur one of his Daugh- 
ters in Marriage; the Links of Intereſt 
ing much ſtronger than the Obligations of 
Honour and Generoſity. 

AT firſt Arthur carried all before him, 
poſſeſſing himſelf of ſeveral Towns in An- 


jou and Tourain, in one of which he took 


Priſoner Eleanor, his own Grandmother, 
and Mother to Jobn, which Princeſs he 
treated with all imaginable _— and 

Duty, 
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Duty, more than ſhe could expect at his 
Hands, after having fo unjuſtly ſupported 
the Pretenſions of her Son againſt the Right 


of her Grandſon. 
In the mean while Jabn, with what 


Power he could raiſe, ſails over into Nor- 
mandy, where ſtrengthening his Army with 


more Forces, he came ſo ſuddenly on his 


Nephew Arthur, as to defeat him in Bat- 
tle and take him Priſoner, the Sword of 
Juſtice at this Time being too weak for 
that of Oppreſſion. | 
Arthur, thus unfortunately fallen into 
the Hands of his mortal Enemy, was 
committed to cloſe Cuſtody, after which 
he not long ſurvived; whether or no he 
broke his Neck from the Walls of a Caſ- 
tle, where he was confined, in endeavour- 
ing to make his Eſcape, as was given out, 
or elſe was facrificed to the Security of 
the Tyrant's Ambition, is uncertain ; but 
the moſt general Opinion is, that he was 
made away ; it being not at all ſtrange that 


an Uſurper, and ſo wicked a Man, who 


had no more Conſcience than to 6 wg 
him of his Hereditary way ſhould as 
little ſcruple to take away his Life as his 


Crown, 
AFTER this, thinking himſelf ſecure 


by the Death of his Rival, he meditates 


Revenge 
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Revenge upon his undutiful Barons, 
whom he oppreſles with all Manner of 
Violence, which compels them to take 
Arms and endeavour to reduce him to 
Reaſon; while John, to ſtrengthen his 
Temporal Sword with the Authority of 
the Spiritual, ſends to the Pope, and 
complains of his inſolent Subjects: Upon 
which, the Pope finding ſome Intereſt in 
adhering to the King, unjuſtly ſends him 
over an Abſolution from all Covenants 
with his Subjects, whom he threatens 
with the Thunder of the Church for their 
Diſobedience to their Prince: But it was 


not long before he fell out with the Po 


himſelf, as well as his own Subjects, 
whom he now treats with the laſt Se- 
verity ; 8 gathered an Army of 
Poictouvins, 
which made him ſo ſuperior in Strength, 
that the Barons were forced to fly for Re- 
fuge into Scotland, leaving their Caſtles 
to the Mercy of Fohn, who raz'd them 
all to the Ground. | 
Tur Nobility, thus diſtreſs'd, had but 
one Recourſe, which was, to implore the 
Aſſiſtance of the French King, who, lay- 
ing hold of this favourable Opportunity, 
ſends over his Son Lew:s with a powerful 
Army, whom the whole Nation, revol- 


ting from Jobn, crown'd King at London: 


Here 


aſcones, and other French, 
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Here we cannot but take Notice of a vul- 
gar Error in our common Chronicles, 
which falfly ſtile this Leuis, Dolphin; 
whereas in truth Humbert Dolphin of 
Viemois left not his Principality, till the 


Time of our Edward the third, to the 


Crown of France. 

Tn1s Revolution could not have been 
ſo eaſily compaſs d, if the Pope had not 
been as violent againſt John, as either 
France or his own Subjects; the Occaſion 
of their Quarrel was a Diſpute about the 
Election of an Archbiſhop of Canterbury; 
in which Affair the King's obftinate Re- 
ſiſtance of the Papal Authority drew on 
his Head the Cenſures of the Church, 
which Misfortune alone, in that Age of 
Spiritual Tyranny, was enough to cruſh 
any Temporal Prince, without a Concur- 
rence of other Dangers. | 

Tuts Chain of Misfortunes reduced 
this unhappy King to ſuch an ill Conditi- 
on, that he was forced to abſcond for a con- 
fiderable Time, in which, having arm'd 
ſome Veſſels, he turn'd Pirate and lived by 
Plunder, treating alike both Strangers 
and his own Subjects, whom he purſued 
with an implacable Revenge; till being at 
laſt reconciled to the Pope, by a baſe 
Submiſſion of holding his Crown as a 
Fief of the See of Rome, he was reſtored 

tO 
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to his regal Dignity by that haughty Pre- 
late, We til — had humbl Himel, 
by depoſiting his Regalia at the Feet of 
his Legate Pandolphus, upon which he 
waited three Days before the inſolent 
Prieſt thought fit to reſtore his Crown. 
Upon this Submiſſion was alſo recalled 
the Interdiction of the whole Kingdom, 
which had laſted fix Years, to the 
great Inconvenience and Detriment of 
the People. | 

Tur Pope, having gratified his Vanity 
by this Humiliation of a Soveraign Prince, 
now takes him into his Protection, and 
commands the French to moleſt no more 
the King of England, who had ſo duti- 
fully reconciled himſelf to the See of Nome; 
tho* not long before he had commiſſioned 
the French King to be the Miniſter of 
his Apoſtolical Vengeance, in executing 
his Bulls of Excommunication againſt 
John, who now began to retrieve his For- 
tunes and get Ground of his Enemies, his 
Subjects beginning to return to their Du- 
85 when they ſaw him releaſed from the 

enſures of the Church. And now he 
was in a fair Way of recovering his 
Crown, when an unexpected Accident 
put an End both to his Hopes and his 
Lice As he paſſed the Waſhes between 

Norfolk and Lfecolnſtire, a ſudden Irrup- 
ag tion 
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tion of the Sea drowned Part of his Ar- 
my, and deſtroy'd all his Baggage, Furni- 
ture, and Carriages, which Misfortune 
touch'd him fo ſenſibly, that he ſoon af- 
ter (et with Grief; tho* ſome Writers 
have. affirmed, that he was poiſon'd by a 
Monk of Swinſtead Abbey; which Way 
ſoever he died, the Cataftrophe was ſuit- 
able to the reſt of his Life, which was a 
conſtant Scene of Violence, Blood, and 
Calamities, the common Fruits of Tyran- 
ny and Uſurpation. « 

Tno' no King of England has made a 
worſe Figure in Story than this unhappy 


Prince, we ought not however to receive, 


with an implicit Faith, all that has been 
committed to Poſterity concerning him ; 


the Writers of theſe Times, being all Cler- 


men, were his mortal Enemies, and we 
not but that Order of Men, being 

no leſs ſuſceptible of Revenge than other 
People, ſcruple as little to invent any Sto- 
ries for their own Advantage, or to blacken 
the Reputation of their Enemies; of this 
Nature, till we have better Authority, we 
will conclude the Story, that this King 
ſhould ſend to a Saracen Prince in Spain 
to invite him to his Aſſiſtance, upon which 
Condition he would oblige himſelf to 
marry his Daughter, and turn Mabo- 
metan : Belides this, there are ſeveral 
/ other 
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HENRY III. 729 
other Stories of the like nature, which, 
if true, are convincing Proofs of his be- 
ing abandoned to the laſt Impiety. 


HENRy III. 
[ 1226.) 


PON the Death of John, his Son 
Henry, an Infant of nine Years old, 
was immediately proclaim'd King by 
that Party which adhered to his Father: 
This was no ſmall Surprize to Lewis, who 
thought himſelf ſecured by the Death of 
his Rival King John; but not long after 
being defeated at the Battle of Lincoln, 
he was forced to capitulate, and upon the 
Receipt of 15000 Marks, immediately ab- 
jure all Pretence-«to the Crown of Eng- 
land; after which he returned into France : 
Upon this, the publick Tranquillity was 
every-where reſtored, after ſo many Con- 
vulſions in the preceding Reign: So that 
now appeared nothing but a Proſpect of 
future Peace and Happineſs, the People 
being univerſally united to their young 


. King, not only by the Bonds of Duty, but 


Intereſt, notwithſtanding their Affections 
had been fo alienated from his Father ; 


the 
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the Engliſ not being arrived to that 
Height of Injuſtice, to think the Miſ⸗- 
carriages of Jobn ought to prejudice the 
Right and Innocence of Henry. During 
the Minority of this King, Affairs were 
managed with great Prudence and Juſtice, 
under the Conduct of the Earl of Pem- 
broke, who had the Title of Protector; 
but aſſoon as the young Henry took the 
Reins into his own Hands, the Difference 
was viſible between the Maxims of Pru- 
dence and Juſtice, and the giddy Unſtea- 
dineſs of a raſh young Man carried away 
by every Paſſion; his firſt Miſcarriage 
was the Revocation of the Foreſt Char- 


ters, and other Immunities granted to his 
Subjects, on pretence that they were ex- 


torted from him by the Neceſſities of his 
Minority; but that which moſt of all diſ- 


guſted the Nobility was, the great Coun- 
tenance and Favour which he ſhewed to 
Foreigners, by giving them Engliſo Ti- 


tles and Eſtates; eſpecially upon his ma- 
king one Walleran, a Dutchman, Keeper 
of Berkhamſtead Caſtle: This ſo enraged 
the Great Lords, that they immediately 
took Arms, which they declared they 
would not lay down, till the King ſhould 
remove the — nt and, reſtore the 
Caſtle to Richard Earl of Cornwall, who 
had been diſplaced before, I am ſorry fp 
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obſerve, the ſame thing has happen'd in 
our own Days: We have ſeen a Dutchman 


loaded with Poſts, Grants and Honours, 


without the ſame Reſentment. This per- 
emptory Meſſage ſtartled the King, and 
obliged him to facrifice his Affections to 
his own and the Intereſt of his People; fo 
jealous were the Exgliſb at this Time of any 
a in their Prince towards thoſe, 

e Wiſdom of our Laws has not 
ut upon the ſame Foot with Natives; but 


in this Point of Submiſſion to Foreigners, 


their degenerate Poſterity have been much 
tamer than their brave Progenitors. 

Tur King's C to the Re- 
queſt of his People, calmed theſe Com- 
motions for the preſent ; but they ſoon af- 
ter broke out again, upon his reſuming 
the ſame violent Courſes; for now upon 
his Marriage with Eleanor, Daughter to 
Raymond Earl of Provence, with which 
Lady he had no Portion, no Manner of 
Intereſt or great Alliance, there came 
over ſuch Swarms of poor Provencals, as 
were very burdenſome to the People, who 
out of their own Neceflities mult contri- 
bute to the Maintenance of theſe unne- 
ceflary Strangers: This obliged the Nobi- 
lity to confederate again, in order to re- 
dreſs this Grievance, which was ſo into- 
lerable, that one Foulk de Brent held at 
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one Time no leſs than four Earldoms, 


Nottingham, Oxford, Buckingham, and 


Bedford. | 

Bur the King, more ſtubborn now than 
before, inſtead of giving the Barons Sa- 
tisfaction upon their Remonſtrances, ſends 
over for more Strangers to ſupport his In- 
juſtice, and outlaws the Lords for Diſobe- 
dience and Contumacy : Theſe unwarrant- 
able and arbitrary Meaſures make the 
Detection more general, and increaſe the 
Strength of the Nobility, who at laſt re- 
duce him to ſuch Neceſſities, that he was 
forced to ſend ſupplicatory Letters to pri- 
vate and inconſiderable Men to borrow 


contemptible Sums of Money; declaring, 


it was more Charity to relieve him, than 
a Beggar at the Door: To ſuch Neceſſi- 
ties are ill Princes reduced, whoſe unjuſti- 
fiable Actions make them unworthy the 
Affections and Aſſiſtance of their People; 
for the whole Reign of this King was an 
intermittent Diſtemper in the Body Poli- 
tick, occaſion'd by Male-adminiſtration. 
This ill Conduct, thro' a Want of Genius, 
made him ſo little in the Eyes of his Peo- 
ple, that Simon de Montfort had the Im- 
pudence in a Diſpute to give him the Lie; 
in which Inſolence he was protected by 
the Nobility then preſent from the King's 
juſt Reſentment, who commanded he 


ſhould 


: 
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ſhould be driven out of his Doors: Such 
a Violation of Majeſty, unknown to 

liter Ages, very much reflects on the Man- 
ners of this Time. The whole Reign of 
this Prince was filled with continual Broils 
between the Crown and the Nobility, 
who perhaps in ſome Caſes might be as 
much to blame as the King ; a Spirit of 


Faction making them as untractable and 


inſolent in ſome things, as the King was 
arbitrary and unreaſonable in others. 
Bur all theſe Troubles were at laſt ap- 
peaſed by his Confirmation of the Great 
Charter granted by his Father : This So- 
lemnity was perform'd with the greateſt 
Ceremony imaginable, the Infringers be- 
ing curs'd by Bell, Book, and Candle. 
ter this Aſſurance given to his People, 
he enjoy'd that Quiet in his Old Age 
which his Weakneſs and ill Conduct had 
deny'd to his Youth, dying at laſt in a 


Calm, who had lived all his Life in a 


Storm, after a Reign of fifty-ſix Years ; 
the longeſt of any Prince that ever fat on 
the Throne of England. 
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EpwaRD I. 
[1272.] 


O whom ſucceeded Edward, the firſt 
of that Name ſince the Conqueſt ; 
whoſe Genius, Courage, and other ſhining 
Qualities received a greater Luſtre from 
the contrary Imperfections in his Father 
and Predeceſſor : Edward was in the Holy 
Land at the Time of his Father's Death, 
the News of which he met 1n his Journey 
homeward, being accompany'd by his 
charming and beloved Wite, Queen Eleanor, 
a Princeſs of extraordinary Virtues, and 
particularly renowned for the Greateſt in a 
Wife, her Conjugal Piety ; of which ſhe 
gave a convincing Teſtimony ; when Ed- 
ward, wounded in Paleſtine by an invenom'd 
Knife, was deſpair'd of by his Phyſicians, 
ſhe apply'd her Mouth to the Orifice of 
the Wound and ſuck'd out the Poiſon, 
thus preſerving the Life of her Lord with 
the imminent Hazard of her own. 

Edward being arrived in Safety, after 
having ſignaliz'd his Courage and Proweſs 
in a Tournament as he paſſed through 
France, by his good Government at firſt 
gave his Subjects all the promiſing Hopes 
of an auſpicious Reign; tor he redreſſed 
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all the Grievances of which they com- 
plain'd, and confirm'd the ys gran- 
ted by his Predeceſſors; and had not the 
Stain of Cruelty towards his Enemies, the 
Welſh and Scots, defaced the Reputation 


of his other Virtues, he wanted no Qua- 


lity to compleat the Hero: But tho' this 
unmanly Paſſion ſeldom dwells in the 
{ame Breaſt with Courage, being com- 


monly the Reſult of Fear; yet this Thirſt 


of Revenge ſprung from ſome other Mo- 
tive in this Prince, than whom no Man 
was ever more intrepid. 

THz firſt Occaſion of drawing his 
Sword was againſt the Velſb, who, endea- 
vouring to free their Country from the 
Enghſh Tyranny, were revolted ; in this 
War Leoline the laſt Prince of Royal Bri- 


tiſb Blood was ſlain, and his Brother Da- 


vid taken and executed; after which 
both their Heads, in Deriſion crown'd 
with Ivy, were ſet on the Tower of Lon- 
don; too barbarous a Treatment of ſove- 
raign Princes. 

THz Reduction of Wales was no ſooner 
ſettled, but Edward was involved in a 
more troubleſome Affair; a Quarrel, which 
not only laſted his whole Lite, but ſow'd 
ſuch Seeds of Rancour and Animoſity be- 
tween the two Nations of England and 
Scotland, as remain'd for ſeveral Generati- 
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ons, till a happy Period was put to this 
tatal Feud by an Union of the two Crowns 
in the Beginning of the laſt Century; a 
Bleſſing, which the Stupidity and Ingrati- 
tude of a certain Faction has made both 
Nations not deſerve, 
The. Death of the King of Scotland at 
this Time, without Iſſue, made a great 
Competition for the Crown ; among the 
numerous Pretenders Bruce and Baliol ſtood 


the fazreſt, of whoſe Title Edward, by a 


pretended Superiority over that Kingdom, 


challeng'd the Deciſion; in order to which 
he firſt offered the Crown to Bruce (who 
was look'd upon not to have the better 
Pretence) on condition he would hold it 
from the Crown of England : But the 


gallant Prince, rejecting the ignominious 


Offer, would not ſacrifice to his own Am- 
bition the Honour and Rights of his Coun- 
try; by which Greatneſs of Spirit he de- 
ſerved a Crown ſo much more, as he de- 
fired it leſs, than his Competitor Baliol, 


who, more greedy of the Bauble, accepted 


the Conditions, and by the Power of Ed- 
ward was placed on the 'Throne, doing 
Homage to the Donor according to the 
Agreement: This Condeſcenſion in Baliol 
deſtroy d him in the Eſteem of his Peo- 


ple, and on the other hand raiſed their 


Veneration for the Virtues of his Rival. 
BUT 
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Bu r it was not long before he himſel 
was diſguſted at Edward for ſummoning 
him to appear, as a Delinquent, in his 
Courts of Juſtice; with which Order tho? 
he had no more Spirit but to comply, 
however this n left ſuch a Sting 
in his Mind, as ſoon after burſt into open 
Reſentment upon his Return; the Conſe- 


quences of which were an open Defiance 


of ar eie. by a Renunciation of the 
Fealty ſworn before: This Conduct of the 
Scot involved the two Nations in a bloody 
War, in which Edward ſucceſsful over- 
runs the Kingdom of Scotland, and brings 
the mean-ſpirited Ba/o! to freſh Terms 
of Submiſſion ; nevertheleſs he ſent him 
Priſoner into England, and then return- 
ed himſelf, leaving Scotland in a perfect 
State of Subjection, under the Govern- 
ment of thoſe whom he appointed to pre- 
ſide. Here we cannot but reflect how ſo 
poor and ill-peopled a Country, as Scotland, 
could ſo long reſiſt the Riches, Numbers, 
and Force of England, which lying nearer 
to the Sun has all the Advantages of a 


more ſouthern Situation, Fertility of Soil, 
Plenty of Proviſions, more Hands to tight, 
and more Money to pay them. After this 


Conſideration, we muſt aſcribe the noble 
Defence which they have made in all 


Ages to the Courage and Bravery of the 
| G 4 People; 
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People, eſpecially the Nobility and Gen- 
try, who without diſpute have been a 
very gallant Race ; till within a Century 
and half, the Scotch Nation imbibed that 
wretched Spirit of Enthuſiaſm, ſo deſtruc- 
tive to all Principles of Honour, and in- 
compatible with human Society, the hor- 
rid Doctrines of depoſing and murdering 
Kings, which laid to the Charge of the 
. are even deny'd by that Order, 
ing the avow'd Principles of the rigid 
Precbyterians. 

HERE we ſhall ſoon ſee an Inſtance of 
this Bravery, and how great an Effort 
the Reſolution of one gallant Man can 
make; this was the famous William Wal- 
lace, a private Gentleman, but of a good 
Family, who, commiſerating the deplora- 
ble Condition of his Country, gathered 
together at firſt ſome few Perſons, whom 
the like Ardour and Reſolution, inſpired 
by a Love of Liberty, made Companions 
of his glorious Enterprize: With theſe few 
Troops the Hero, like another Guffavus 
Ericſon, fally'd from the Mountains and 
Faſtneſſes, and with a Fortune equal to 
that of the illuſtrious Swede, almoſt drove 
the Enemy out of his Country, by giv- 
ing the Engliſß many notable Defeats; till 
Edward came himſelf with a new Army, 
but his old Fortune, which put a ** 
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the Current of theſe Victories, and de- 
feated the Scots at the Battle of Fonkrrk, 
with a Slaughter of 40000 on their Side, 
as our Writers report: But we mult not 
too eaſily give Credit to Hiſtorians in this 
one Point, who through Partiality always 
exteauate the Advantages of their Ene- 
mies, and magnity their own, a Diſinge- 
nuity as often found among the Scotch 
Hiſtorians as the Engliſb; but this Fault 
is more excuſable in common Writers, 
who take their Accounts on Truſt, be- 
cauſe there is nothing in which, the In- 
curious at firſt Sight are more apt to be 
deceived, than Numbers of Men, either 
living or dead | 

Tux gallant Wallace himſelf eſcaped 
from this Rout; reſerved, tho* not for fo 


honourable, yet not an inglorious End, 


which can never be infamous when we die 
for our Country : This poor Gentleman, 
being afterwards taken Priſoner, was in- 
humanly facrificed to the brutal Revenge 
of the Conqueror, being executed at Lon- 
don with all Marks of Ignominy and Cru- 
elty, for no other Crime but the Aſſerti- 
tion of that Liberty which the Laws of 
God and Nature have given Mankind a 
Right to defend : Nor had the Fury of 
Edward any more Deference for Royal 
Blood ; the Brothers of Robert Bruce, who 

now 
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now had aſſum'd the Crown of Scotland, 
being taken in Battle, were with equal 
Barbarity put to death : One of theſe Prin- 
ces was a Prieſt, the Sanctity of whoſe 
Profeſſion could no more defend him than 
the Nobility of his Blood; for ſo impla- 
cable was this Prince in his Revenge, that 
even the Complaiſance which Nature has 
implanted in all Creatures towards the 
gentler Sex, could not make him have any 
Conſideration for a Lady of great Quality, 
who, only for aſſiſting at Bruce's Corona- 
tion, was hung in a wooden Cage over the 
Walls of Berwick for a Spectacle to the 
inſolent Rabble : By ſuch Cruelties as theſe 
did this great Man eclipſe that Glory, 
which otherwiſe would have fo ſhin'd in 
Story. 

Tu Conqueſt of Scotland was ſo much 
on the Spirit of this Prince, that in his laſt 
Expedition into that Kingdom he com- 
manded his Son Prince Edward, in caſe he 
{hould miſcarry, never to deſiſt till he had 
entirely ſubdued that obſtinate People; and 
tor a greater Terror to his Enemies, as if 
his dead Duſt could retain the Virtues of 
the living Conqueror, he gave Orders that 
his Body ſhould not be buried, but always 
carried about with the Army, till Scotland 
ſhould by Conqueſt be annexed to the 
Crown of England; which might with _ 
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have been effected at this Time, if the 
young Edward had inherited the Courage 
and other great Qualities of his Father: 
But this was ordained by the Wiſdom of 
Providence to be upon more ſure and laſt- 
ing Foundations. | 


— 
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- CeorpiNG to his own Preſages King 


4 


ving his Crown, but not his Spirit, to his 
Son Edward of Carnarvan, who proving 
a weak and effeminate Prince, thought ir 
more agreeable to ſacrifice the Flower of 
his Youth to his Eaſe and Pleaſure, than 
to the Obedience of his Father's Com- 
mands : But tho' this Edward the ſecond 
was voluptuous and ungovernable, in the 
main he was a harmleſs good-natur'd 
Prince, unworthy the ill Treatment he 
found in the whole Courſe of his Life, eſ- 
pecially the diſmal Cataſtrophe at laſt. 

BuT it has moſt commonly been the 
Fate of our Engh/b Kings to be, by alter- 
nate Succeſſion, happy and unhappy, of 
which Viciſſitude their own Vices or Vir- 

Tues 


Edward died in this Expedition, lea- 


, 
| 


92 A SHORT VIEW, &. 


tues have not been the ſole and immediate 
Cauſes; ſome having been happy who 
| ought to have been untortunate, and others 
unhappy who deſerved to be the moſt for- 
tunate of Mankind. 

BuT we cannot find any Thing in the 
Life of this Prince to give him the Cha- 
racter of a Tyrant, or very ill Man; his 
Fondneſs of his Minions, which reſulted 
from the Violence of his Paſſions and the 
Want of Diſſimulation, were the only and 
undoubted Cauſes of his Ruin; but as this 
Inclination was center'd on one Object, it 
was certainly more ſupportable tho ſome- 
Inconveniencies might attend, if the bru- 
tal Nobility at this Time had ſhew'd the 
leaſt Complaiſance for the Satisfaction of 
their Prince, 

' Wren we conſider all the Circum ſtan- 
ces, we ſhall not find his Fondneſs for 
Pierce Gaveſton ſo very culpable or void 
of Reaſon, when we reflect that the Fa- 
ther of this Gentleman had done the Crown 
of England particular Services in the Wars 
with France, in Recompence of which 
Merit, his Son was bred a Page to the 
Prince of Wales; Equality of Age, of 
Diſpoſitions and Tempers, a Reſemblance 
of Kanes and a Ggonſtant Habit of Life 
together, could not chuſe but lay the Foun- 
dations of a laſting Friendſhip: To 155 
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muſt be added the perſonal Merits of Ga- 
vefton, who was qualified in every reſpect 
to be the Favourite of a Prince, being one 
of the moſt handſome and beſt accom- 
pliſh'd Gentlemen of Europe at this Time, 
adroit in all his Exerciſes, of a winni 

and engaging Behaviour when he had a 
Mind to be civil, of a ſprightly and en- 
terprizing Genius, with a great and ready 
Wit, which did him no Good, being too 
often vented, not leſs at his own, than the 
Expence of his Enemies ; perfectly brave 
in his Perſon, and magnificent to a Fault 
in his Cloaths, Furniture and Equipage ; 
more polite and elegant in his Way of liv- 
ing, than conſiſted with the Simplicity and 
Negligence of the Age and Country in 
which he lived; but withal, too fierce and 
inſolent in his Temper, with all the Vani 

of his Country, being by Birth a Gaſcogne : 
The Splendor of ſo many great Accom- 
pliſhments could not fail to raiſe the En 

of the Engliſb Barons, eſpecially when they 
ſaw themſelves all worſted in a Tourna- 
ment at Wallingford, by the Addreſs and 
Courage of Gaveſton: This Diſgrace made 
them confederate, in order to his Remo- 
val, not only from the King's Perſon but 
the Kingdom. To accompliſh this Deſign, 
they ſent. to Edward an infolent Meſſage 
to require the Performance of his Father's 
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Will, who had baniſt'd Gaveſton upon a 
Jealouſy that he debauched the Manners 
of the Prince: But Edward, now King, 
and at full Years of Diſcretion, having ex- 
ceeded the Age at which the Law of Eng- 
land ſuppoſes Men able to govern them- 
zelves, thought he had as much Power to 
keep whom he pleaſed about his Perſon, 
as his Father had to drive them away : 
However, he thought to amuſe them a lit- 
tle till his Coronation, by keeping his Fa- 
vourite 1n private ; but at this Ceremony 
Gaveſion appeared in his Meridian Luſtre: 
This fo enraged the Barons, that in the 
following Parliament they addreſs the King 
again to remove his Favourite : With this 
unreaſonable Violence Edward was forced 
to comply: However to ſweeten the Cha- 
grine of this Separation, he ſends him into 
Ireland with ſome Kind of Authority. 


Here Gave/ton behaved himſelf ſo well as 


to acquire an univerſal Reputation; he 
repelPd the 17/5, built Forts and Caſtles 


to ſecure the Conqueſts of the Engliſb and 


the Peace of the Country, with ſeveral 


Actions worthy a great and prudent Go- 
vernor. 


Tur Fame of -theſe Exploits being 
brought into England, made the King ven- 


ture to recall him, in Hopes that this Ran- 
cour and Animoſity in the Barons would 


be 
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be now cooPd by Time and Abſence ; and 
in order to diſengage ſome great Men from 
the other Party, by allying his Favourite 
to their Families, he marries him to the 
Daughter of the Earl of Glouceſter, the 
moſt popular Perſon in the Kingdom, with 
the Approbation of the Father and the Af- 
fections of the young Lady. 

Bur tho? this Match had the expected 
Succeſs in attaching the Earl to the Intereſt 
of his Son-in-law ; yet it ten times more 
exaſperated the reſt of the Lords, to ſee a 
Man whom they ſo mortally hated thus 
advanced to new Honours and Riches by 
{o conſiderable an Acceſſion to his For- 
tune: This made them remonſtrate to the 
King with ſo much Fury and Violence, 
that he was oblig'd once more to comply 
with the Baniſhment of a Perſon, whom 
theſe brutal Perſecutions made only the 
dearer. Here we cannot but reflect on the 
different Tempers and Notions of the ſame 
People in different Ages; we ſee this an- 
cient Nobility ſo unreaſonably ſtubborn, 
as to violate the Duty they owed their 
Prince, and facritice the publick Tranquil- 
lity to their own Reſentments; whereas in 
| ſucceeding Times we find the ſame Order 

of Men in the other Extream, as ſupple 
and mean-ſpirited, fawn on worthleſs Mi- 
nions without the Merits and Pretenſions 


of 
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of Gaveſton, thinking it an Honour to 
wait at their Levies, and partake at ſe- 
cond-hand the Luſtre and Warmth which 
the Favourite derives from the Prince. 

Gaveſton, after having been ſome time 
abroad, returns into England to the Arms 
of his Maſter, who thinking to put him 


in a Place of Security, leaves him in Scar- 


borough Caſflo. This was no ſooner known, 
but the Noulity inveſt the Place, and 
compel him to ſurrender on Conditions of 
Life and Safety: But not- long atter ano- 
ther Party taking him away, by a preten- 
ded Violence, from the Perſons to whom 
he had ſurrender'd himſelf, without any le- 
al Proceſs, or further Ceremony, chop off 
2 Head, notwithſtanding that Edward, 
upon Notice of his being made a Priſoner, 
had-ſent a Meſſage in his Behalf, ſo moy- 
ing as to have made Impreſſion on any 
Brealts ſuſceptible of Pity, tho? from an 
inferior Supplicant; much more from their 
Prince, to whom they lay under the high- 
eſt Obligations of Can laiſance, Duty, 
and Obedience ; but the rs Barons were 

inexorable. | 
TH1s Indignity offered to the Authori- 
ty of the King could not fail to fill him 
with all the Reſentment ſuch a Violence 
deſerved ; But the Neceſſity of his Affairs 
forced him to ſmother his Paſſion for the 
preſent ; 
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preſent ; for at this time the Scots, taking 
the Advantage of theſe Miſundeſtandings, 
not only recover their Cguntry, but 
invade the North of England; upon 
which Edward raiſes a very puiſſant Ar- 
my to repel the - "aol and carry the 
War to their own Doors; but through 
the Diſſenſions of the Great Men, and 
the ill Blood between the King and his 


Barons, the Succeſs anſwered not the Ex- 


tation; the factious Nobility, not car- 
ing whether they were beaten them- 
ſelves, ſo the King did not conquer, ſuf- 
fer'd him to be defeated at the fatal 


Battle of Bannocks-Bourne, which was 


the greateſt Loſs of Men and Honour 
that the Enghi/þ Nation ever ſuſtain'd ; 
the Scorch Hiſtorians ſay fifty thouſand, 
and our own acknowledge ten, between 
both we may proportion a Medium; 
the King himſelt eſcaped, and through 
the Neceſſity of his Affairs ſoon after 
was forced to make a Truce with the 


Scots : Upon this a Parliament was call'd, 


in which the Differences between the Ki 


and the Lords were happily adjuſted, Ed- 


ward Fine his Charter of Pardon to 
all Delinquents, and the Barons renew- 


| ing their Allegiance by new Oaths of Fi- 
_ delity. - 
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Bur it was not long before this Sun- 
ſhine was over- caſt by the reſtleſs Spirit 
of theſe Lords, who began now to be as 
much difſatisfy'd with the Favours which 
the King ſhew'd to the two Spencers, as 
before to Gaveſton; the younger Spencer 
was a Gentleman of great Accompliſh- 
ments both of Body and Mind, and was 
firſt placed about the King's Perſon by the 
Recommendation of the Lords themſelves, 
for no other Reaſon, but becauſe they 
knew he was nor very agreeable to him; 
but in a little time, through his Addreſs 
and Merit, he ſo inſinuated himſelf into 
the Affection of his Maſter, as to be parti- 
eularly diltinguiſh'd, which made him a 
new Object of Envy ; for now they renew 
their former Infolence, and peremptorily 
require the King to baniſh both Father and 
Son ; the King, tho? juſtly provoked with 


the Inſolence of this Demand, mildly ſent 


them Word, That it was unreaſonable, as 
well as unjuſt, to puniſh Men unheard for 
Crimes of which they were not convifted ; 
that the Father was abroad already in pub- 
lick Employments, and the Son at his Poſt in 
the Country (being Warden of the Cingue- 
Ports.) This Anſwer from the King would 
not ſatisfy the ſeditious Nobility, who 
come armed to London and renew their 
Demands. With this Violence through 
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Inability to help himſelf was Edward forc'd 
to comply, and by Edict baniſh the Spen- 
cers, whole only Crime was the Fayour 
and Bounty of their Maſter. | 

Bu r not long after, this Edict of Baniſh- 
ment was annull'd by a ſolemn Council of 
the Biſhops and the more temperate No- 


bility, as being illegal and unjuſt ; upon 


which, the Exiles returning Home, the 


Lords immediately flew to Arms: This 


obliged the King to raiſe Forces and aſſert 
his Right, it ſeeming abſolutely neceſſary 
now to vindicate his violated Majeſty from 
theſe repeated Indignities ; the Succeſs of 
his Arms was anſwerable to the Juſtice of 
his Cauſe, he defeats: his rebellious Barons, 
and takes the Ringleaders Priſoners, of 
whom the Earl of Lancaſter his near Kinſ- 
man was Chief, who {ſhortly with ſeveral 
others was juſtly executed: This was the 


firſt Noble Blood drawn by the Hands of 
the Hangman fince the Norman Conqueſt, 


but the reiterated Revolts of theſe contu- 
macious Lords, whom no former Mercies 
could reclaim, ſeem to juſtify the Neceſſi- 
i of this Precedent: The Engh/h after 
this having once found the Way, tollow'd 


this Example with too great Severity, there 


BOP rs Noble Blood ſhed upon the 
Scaffold in a few following Reigns in Exg- 


land alone, than all the Chriſtian World 
8 beſide; 
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beſide; in this one Point, tho? we want a 
great many ,of their Virtues, we are not 
quite ſo cruel as our Anceſtors. 

AFTER this Succeſs, one would have 


thought that Edward might have pro- 


mis'd himſelf Reſt and Security; when 
by a certain Fatality almoſt inſeparable 
from the Number of his Title, he was 


born to be unfortunate; it being obſer- 
vable, that moſt of our Engh/h age 
= 


ſince the Conqueſt, who have been t 

ſecond of their Name, have been either 
depos'd, murder'd, or at leaſt afflicted 
with great Calamities by the Hands of 
thoſe who were the moſt obliged by the 
Bonds of Nature, the Ties of Blood, Ho- 
nour, Conſcience, and Gratitude, not only 
to have done them no Injury, but to have 
defended, with the Hazard of their own, 
thoſe Lives and Crowns they took away: 
This was the Caſe of unfortunate Ed- 
ward, who was not deſtin'd to be ruin'd 
by the Faction of his turbulent Nobility, 
but by nearer and domeſtick Enemies ; 


his Queen Jabel, who was Sifter to the 


French King, either through ſome Diſguſt 
ſhe had conceived againſt Edward, or as 
others ſay ſent by him, goes with her 
young Son Prince Edward into France 
where living in the Court of her Brother 
ſhe openly ſhew'd her ill Intentions to her 


Husband, 


; 
| 
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Zing Meaſures of the Queen could not but 
_ aſtoniſh the King, who commands her 


* 


DV ARD ü 101 


Husband, her Afſections being alienated 
by the exceeding Paſſion ſhe had enter- 
tain'd for the Perſon of Mortimer, a ve- 


ry handſome young Nobleman, who now 


was fled over to her, whom, beſides ſeve- 
ral other diſcontented Perſons, ſhe pub- 
lickly countenances, making herſelf the 

Theſe ſurpri- 


immediately to return, and upon Refuſal 
proclaims her an Enemy to the State. 
This undutiful Behaviour of a Wife to- 
wards her Husband muſt certainly be a 
greater Aggravation to the — 
of Eduard, than the Diſobedience of 
others who were not under ſuch immedi- 
ate Obligations of Reſpect and Duty ; no- 
thing penetrating ſo deep, as ill Returns 
from thoſe, at whoſe Hands we are conſci- 
ous to have deſerved better. 4 
Tr1s infamous Character of a Queen 
will ſerve for a Foil to illuſtrate the con- 
trary Virtues of a great Princeſs under 
the fame Obligations and Circumſtances 
of Life, who was ſo far from contributing 
to the Misfortunes of the King her Hus- 
band, that, if his good Genius had inſpired 
him to have follow'd the fafer Councils 
which ſhe gave, his Afflictions, in human 
Probability, might have been prevented; 
| 5 nor 
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nor has ſhe ſhew'd leſs the Luſtre of her 
Virtues in Exile than Majeſty when on 
the Throne, it being hard to decide which 
Part ſhe has beſt perform'd, the Queen, 
or the Wife; but what Fate ſoever ſhall 
attend her Pretenſions to her Dower, ſhe 
will leave to Poſterity an inimitable Exam- 
ple of Conjugal Piety, and all other Vi- 
tues, that have ſo juſtly made her the Ho- 
nour and Ornament of her Sex. 

To. return to our Story: Jabel, ſee- 
ing that the King her Bother, who had 


found her Complaints and Pretences fri- 


volous, would no longer ſupport ſo infa- 
mous a Cauſe, as that of a Wife, Son, and 
Subject, againſt a Husband, King, and Fa- 
ther, retires with the young Prince into 
the Territories of the Earl of Hainault, 
to whoſe Daughter Philippa ſhe contrac- 
ted him in Marriage; upon which ſhe 
was aſſiſted by that Prince with 2000 
Men, to protect her againſt the Power 
of the Favourites, Who, as ſhe pretended, 
had alienated the King's Affectiong from 
her: But we ſhall ſoon ſee what U ſhe 
will make of theſe Troops; for ſhe was 
no ſooner landed but ſhe immediately 
erects her Standard, and ſummons the 
factious Nobility to her Aſſiſtance, who 
flocking to her Enſigns made her Army 
ſo conſiderable, that the King was forced 
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to retreat, ſeeing the Inclinations of the 
Londoners, who are ſeldom on the right 
Side, devoted to his Enemies ; but not- 
withſtanding the Univerfality of the De- 
fection, Perſons of greateſt Probity and 
Virtue adher'd to the King, but their 
Numbers were too inconſiderable to op- 
ſe the Torrent of the Times; among 
theſe was Walter Stapleton Biſhop of Ex- 
eter, who falling into the Hands of the 
Londoners, tho? renown'd for his Piety and 
other Virtues, was murdered by the Fu 


of the Rabble for his Fidelity to his 
Prince 


Edward, thus purſu'd by the Storm, 
thought to fave himſelf in the Ifle of Lun- 
dee, depending upon the natural Strength 
of ſo inacceſſible a Place; but driven by 
contrary Winds on the Coaſt of Glamor- 
ganſhire, he took Sanctuary in Neath Ab- 
bey, where being diſcovered, he was made 
a Priſoner; it not being at all ſtrange, that 
this Queen ſhould beno more tender of his 
Liberty than his Honour, which ſhe had 
violated, as well as her own, by a criminal 
Converfation with Mortimer. 

Wir the King was taken the younger 
Spencer, and immediately hang'd, drawn, 


and quarter'd ; his Father, an Old Man, 
made venerable by more than go Years, 


underwent the fame Fate before, with 
: Ss this 
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this Aggravation of the Cruelty, that his 
Heart was torn from his Boſom while alive, 
as a Sacrifice to the Rage of this impla- 
cable Woman. Thus ended the untortu- 
nate Reign of Edward the ſecond, being 
ſoon after depos'd by a Convention ot 
the States, but not till he had firſt made 
a ſolemn and formal Reſignation of his 


Crown to his Son the Prince; ſo neceſſary 


Was this Act of the King's thought, even 
at this wicked JunCture, to give a Sanction 
in . of the Crown of England. 
Edward, having ſtipulated upon his Re- 
nunciation for Liberty and the Conveni- 
ences of Life, was nevertheleſs detain'd a 
Priſoner, and treated with all manner of 
Hardſhips and Indignities, in Hopes that 
the Inconveniences he ſuffer'd, or the Re- 
ſentment of them, would put an End to 


his unfortunate Days; but when they 


found, the Greatneſs of his Spirit, or the 
Goodneſs of his Conſtitution, made all 
their Attemps unſucceſsful, they proceed- 
ed to the laſt Experiment ; tor having 
diſmiſs'd his firſt Keepers, who were not 
ſtaunch enough to obey all their Orders, 
they committed his Perſon to the Cuſtody 


of two execrable Rogues, who murdered 


this poor Prince with moſt exquiſite Tor- 
tures, by running a red hot Iron into 
his Body thro? the Paſſages of N _—_ 
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leſt any exterfal Marks of Violence ſhould 
appear. 

"em was the Cataſtrophe. of Edward, 

who, as I have obſerved before, could not 

| deſerve ſo harſh an Uſage from the Hands 

of his Subjects, whoſe Liberties he never 

ſubverted; fo that his only Crime was, be- 

ing too ſuſceptible of a Paſſion, which as 


it can only gow in noble and generous 
Natures, ſo 


| e leaſt of it is to be found 
in the Country where he had the Misfor- 
tune to be a King. 


K 
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E ſhall now come to a Reign of 
2 Luſtre and Glory, in which 

the Engliſb Nation made a very conſidera- 
ble Figure in the World, under the auſpi- 
cious Government of the fortunate Succeſ- 
ſor to unhappy Eduard; the ſhining Qua- 
lities of this illuſtrious Prince make him 
ſeem worthy of a more juſt Initiation into 
the Government, than what was founded 
on the Depoſition, and cemented with 
the Blood of his Father; but tho? he had 
ng actual Share of Guilt as to the laſt, 
yet 


* 
* 2 Lo 4 
3 8 
—— — 8 
N 
bd by 


CITE 
„ 


4 
bY - 
1 
q 


106 A SHORT VIEW, E-. 


yet the Meaſures he took before are ſo un- 
juſtifiable as, not to be excuſed by the 
Tenderneſs of his Age: Frayſart affirms 
him to be eighteen at that Time; but our 
own Hiſtorians make him ſomewhat young- 
er; however, the leaſt Age entitles him 
to a Diſtinction of Good and Evil. To 
wipe off this Stain, he puniſh'd afterwards 
the Authors of his Father's Death ; for he 
not only diſſeized the Queen his Mother 
of her Jointure, but confin'd her tor Life; 
her Gallant Mortimer, dragg'd out of her 
Arms, was hang'd at the publick Place of 


Execution; but we do not find any parci- 


cular Puniſhment inflicted on the infamous 
Biſhop of Hereford, who was the chief 
Contriver of the King's Death, as well as 
the greateſt Manager of the late Revolu- 
lution ; an inſolent, factious, ſcandalous, 
turbulent Prieſt, ſuch another as we have 


known in our own Days, tho? not an Enghſh 
Man, but of a neighbouring Country, 


which has only added a little more Infin- 
cerity to his other ill Qualities. 

Tux firſt Attempts were not the moſt 
auſpicious of this Reign; for the Scots en- 
compaſs'd by the Engliſb Army, when in 
human Probability they could not eſcape, 
by the Treachery of Mortimer were freed 
from this Danger, for which Service he re- 


ceived a great Sum of Money, as was 
proved 
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proved among his other Crimes afterward 
at his Arraignment : Thus the divine Ven- 
geance overtook this Wretch before he 


could enjoy the Fruits of his Villany, in 
raiſing the Rebellion againſt Edward, and 


8 that impious Revolution: The 
Death of Mortimer was an Act of Juſtice; 
but there vvas another Execution which 


will very mtach prejudice the good Opinion 


of this young .King ; his Uncle Edmond Earl 
of Kent, a Pr. ince of great Virtue and Re- 


putation, for only ſhewing ſome Senti- 


ments of Tenclerneſs and Humanity to- 
wards his dethr on'd Brother, was con- 
demn'd to loſe his Head, even after the 
Death of Edward the ſecond, when there 
could be no Dange.r or the leaſt Apprehen- 


ſion; in order to this Execution, this Prince 


ſtood ſix Hours on the Scaffold, till almoſt 
Night, before any one could he found to 
perform the ungrateful Office; till at laſt 


à condemn'd Malefactor, to fave his own 


forfeited Life, was perſuaded with much 
N10 to take away another's ; a won- 
derful Inſtance of Affection in the People, 
who held his Memory ſo dear, that they 

reputed him a Saint after his Death. 
ABovuT this Time happen'd an Accident, 
which laid the Foundation of all Eqward's 
Glory, by giving him an Occaſion to car- 
ry his Arms into France, where his great 
and 
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and ſignal Victories have given eternal 
Luſtre to his Name, and Honour to his 
Country. 2 
Tux French King, Charles the Fair, dy- 
ing without Iſſue, except a Daughter, there 
were two Competitors, Philip of Valbis 
and Edward of England; Edward, Ne- 
to the deceas'd King by his Mother, 
the nearer Title, but excluded by the 
Saligue Law, which preferr'd Philip, be- 
ing of the Male Line, tho? remoter; how- 
ever Edward, after ſome Diſpute, per- 
mitted his Rival quietly to aſcend the 
Throne, and ſoon after, being ſummon'd, 
went over, and with great Solemnity did 
Homage to the new King of France for 
the Territories held of that Crown : This 
Acknowledgment of the other's Right 
ſeems to prejudice very much any future 
Pretenſions of his own ; however Edward 
diſſembled for the preſent the Picque 
which he conceiv'd for this forc'd Sub- 
miſſion, till a fitter Opportunity of Re- 
ſeatment, which was not very long want- 


ing; for as nothing is more eaſy than to 


find an Occaſion of quarrelling, ſo a plau- 
fible Pretence ſoon offer'd it ſelf to Ed- 
ward; the Death of ſome Britons, execu- 
ted in France for a Correſpondence with 


the Engliſb, was laid hold on by the King 
| hat 6: 


. 


r e e dn a > a «& 


Te 


* 
* 
+ 
N 
1 
© 


EDWARD III. 109 
of England, to break the Peace and make 


War on France. 


Bur firſt we muſt look back on the 


Affairs of Scotland, with which Kingdom 
Edward had been engag'd by Intervals 


ever ſince his Acceſſion to the Throne; 


the Diſorders in that Country, occaſion'd 
by the Pretences of Edward Baliol, who 


| had renewed the Claim of his Family to 


that Crown, gave an Opportunity to Ed- 
ward of memedling tg their Ain; 
in the Beginning of the War he had be- 
ſieg d Berwick, at which Time the Wri- 
ters of the Scotch Hiſtory fix an indeli- 
ble Mark of Infamy on the Memory of 
this Prince, by affirming, that the Town 
being reduced to an Extremity, the gal- 


lant Seaton, who was Governor, beat a 
Parley, in which it was agreed that the 


Town, if not ſuccoured by the Scots in 
fifteen Days, ſhould be deliver'd to the 
Enghſh at the Expiration of that Time; 
for Security of the Performance, a young 


Gentleman, Son to the Governor, was 


d. the Scotch Army appear'd in Sight, 
which gave Courage to the Defendants, 


and mortify'd the Beſiegers: Upon this, 
Edward ſent Word to the Governor, that 


it he did not immediately ſurrender the 


Place, he would not only hang the Hoſ- 


tage, 


* in Hoſtage; before the Day pre- 
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tage, but alſo another of his Sons who 
was 2 Priſoner of War in the Engh/h 
Camp; accordingly he order'd a Gibbet 
to be erected in Sight of the Walls; Sir 
Alexander Seaton ſurpriz'd with the Bar- 
barity of this Meſſage, ſent to expoſtu- 
late the Matter, by telling him that the | 
Time agreed for the Surrender of the 
Town was not yet expired by ſo many : 
Days; nothing would ſatisfy Edward, | 
but an immediate Surrender: While the 
Governor thus erabarraſs'd found a terri- 
ble Conflict in his Mind, between the na- 7 
tural Affection to his Children, and tge 
Duty he ow'd to his Prince and Country, : 
his Wife the Lady Seaton, a Woman wor- 7 | 
thy the Admiration of all Ages, came to 
him and remonſtrated, that ſhe wasyoung [ 
enough to bring him more Children, but | 
not another Berwick, and that it was an . 
indiſpenſable Duty in every one to devote 
his private Intereſt to that of the Pub- 
Fick. The Governor, thus fortify'd by the 
-— Reſolution of his Wife, ſacrificed the At- 
fections of a Parent to the Duty of a good 
Subject, and fo had the Mortification to 
Jee his innocent Children put to Death; 
an Act of Barbarity, if true, that all the 1 
other great Actions of Edward can never 
deface : The Scotch Hiſtorians ſo univer- 
ally aſſert the Truth of this Story, that 
we 
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we cannot poſitively affirm the contra- 

but ſince our own Writers have not 
th t fit to mention a Paſſage ſo de- 
ſtructive to the Honour of this great 
King, I will leave it doubtful to the Rea- 
der; tho* we ſhall find in the ſubſequent 
Part of this Reign other Examples of Cru- 
elty, which Vice this Prince s rather 
to have derived from his Grandfather Ed- 


ward the firſt, than his Father. 


From. hence we muſt remove to a 
noble Scene, the War with France, in 
which the glorious Succeſs of the Englih 
Arms ſeem' d to lay the Foundations of a 
mighty Empire, if our Prudence and Con- 
duct had been equal to our Courage; but, 
like Annibal, we know better how to ac- 

uire the Victory, than to preſerve the 
nqueſt. | 

Tu moſt memorable Battle fought in 
this War was that of Crecy ; the French 
_—_ was double in Number to the 
Enghſh, and commanded by their own 
King 1n Perſon, attended by the greateſt 
Captains of that Age, among whom were 
ſeveral Soveraign Princes, who that Day 
fought under the Banners of France; to 
which muſt be added the vaſt Number of 
Nobility who compos'd the French Ca- 
valry; to the Goodneſs of which Body, 
the Frenab Monarchy ſeems not only to 
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owe her Riſe, but the Eſtabliſhment of 
her preſent Greatneſs ; beſides, they were 
at Home in their own Country, furniſh'd 
with all Manner of Neceſſaries, the Want 
of which very much ſtraighten'd the E- 
nemy : Theſe extraordinary Advantages 
gave the French that fatal Aſſurance, 
which. contributed ſo much to the Loſs of 
this Day : Their own Hiſtorians aſcribe 
the Miſcarriage to the Raſhneſs and ungo- 
vernable Temper of Charles Count of 
Alanſon, Brother to King Philip, who, 
ray as the Armies were ready to engage, 
y changing the Order of Battle, and re- 
moving the Genoeſe from the Front to the 
Rear, in Contempt of that Nation, made 
ſo great a Confuſion in the Army, as gore 
the Engliſh an Opportunity to break Men 
already diſordered with greater Facility; 
however it was, whether Fate or ill Con- 


duct, there never was a more memorable 


Victory obtain'd by the Engh/h Nation, 
who ſeldom had a greater Occaſion to ex- 
ert their Courage than at this Time, be- 
ing charged with ſo much Fury by the 
French Cavalry. The Writers of this AQti- 
on tell a Story of King Edward in this 
Battle, which is rather an unaccountable 
Inſtance of Raſhneſs than true Conduct; 
that Word being brought him by an Aid 
de Camp, that the Black Prince his on, 
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who commanded one Wing of the Army, 
was overpowered by the Number of the 


Enemy, and in Danger of periſhing, if 


not timely relieved ; the King, having firſt 
demanded whether his Son was alive or no, 
bad the Perſon go back and tell him, he 
muſt owe his Satety to his own Courage, 
and expect no Succour from him; for he 
defign'd the Honour of the Day ſhould be 


his; an odd Piece of Policy, which even 


Succeſs could not juſtify, inconſiſtent with 
the Tenderneſs of a Father, and the Pru- 


dence of a = General; for Experience 


ſhews us, how many great Advantages 

have been loſt, and even the Fortune of 

the Day turn'd, for want of a timely Sup- 
rt where it was neceſſary. 

IN this Battle was deſtroyed the Flower 
of the French Nobility, among which Num- 
ber was the Count of Alanſon himſelt, 
whoſe Raſhneſs was ſo fatal to the Honour 
and Intereſt of his Country: Philip him- 
ſelf had his Horſe ſlain under him, upon 


which retiring from the Fight, he diſcou- 


'd his own Men, and contributed to 


the ſpeedier Victory of the Enemy. 
THvus was this great Day at Crecy, fo 
famous in our Eng/i/þ Chronicles, ob- 
tained by the Arms of the Black Prince, 
under the Command of his Father _ 


Edward, who would have been immorta 
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in Story, if he had no other Recommen- 
dation to Fame than the Honour of be- 
getting ſo great a Son, who poſſeſs'd all 

is Virtues without any Mixture of his 
Vices, his Greatneſs of Mind without 
Ambition, his Courage without Raſhnels, 
his Juſtice without Cruelty, his Reſent- 
ment without Revenge, his Diſcipline 
without Rigour, and his Authority with- 
out his Fierceneſs: To all which great 
Qualities muſt be added a wonderful Affa- 
bility and Sweetneſs of Temper, which 
engaged the Affections of Mankind, and 
made the untimely Loſs of this incompa- 
rable Prince, who died before his Father, 
ſo much more deplorable. 


ABour this Time, for a greater Accu- 


mulation of Glory, as if there were no 
Difficulty which the Genius of the Eng- 
h/h Nation could not ſurmount, Queen 
Philippa, who was left in England, not 
only defeated a vaſt Army of Scots, who 
in Defence of their ancient Ally the French 
had invaded England, but took David 
their King Priſoner, whom ſhe brought 
to London, and afterwards went trium- 
phant to the Siege of Calais, where Ed- 
ward had lain eleven Months without 
carrying the Place; which, being reduced 
at laſt to the Neceſſity of a Capitulation, 
could obtain no better Terms from the 

inexorable 
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inexorable Conqueror, than that ſix of the 
chief Burghers ſhould be ſent with Halters 
about their Necks and lie at his Mercy : 
The poor Detendants, conſcious of no 
Crime but their Fidelity to their King 


and Country, were much ſtartled at ſo cruel 


a Demand, every one apprehending his 
own Deſtiny, till one braver than the reſt, 
voluntarily offer'd himſelf a Victim to the 
Safety of his Fellow-Citizens: This no- 
ble Example chang'd the Paſſion of Fear 
into a generous Emulation who ſhould be 
the firſt to die for his Country ; at length 
the Number being compleated, they were 
preſented before the ſtern Edward, who 
immediately gave Order they ſhould be 
all ſtrangled, when Queen Phillippa falling 
on her Knees, made Uſe of that Power ſhe 
had over the Spirit of her Husband to ob- 
tain their Pardon, with her own Hands 
ſhe took the Halters from their Necks, 
por each of them twenty Shillings, and 
ſent them back into the Town: Thus 
the Charity and Goodneſs of the Queen 
amply made amends for the Inhumanity 
of the King. | 

Calais thus reduced under the Subjection 
of the Crown of England, remained a Part 


of our Dominions for two hundred Years, 


till irrecoverably loſt in the Reign of Queen 
Mary, | 
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ABouT this Time, by the Mediation 
of the Pope and other Princes, a Peace 
was propos d between the two Crowns; 
to this both Sides were inclin'd, tho? net- 
ther would ſeem forward, till at laſt thro? 
a mutual Wearineſs of the War a Truce 
was made ; the French being glad to take 
Breath after ſo long a Run of ill Fortune, 
and the Engh/h quietly to enjoy the Fruits 
of their Victories: But notwithſtanding 
there was an outward Appearance of Peace, 
Hoſtilities were often renew'd by mutual 
Surprizals of one another's Towns; in 
one of theſe Adventures King Edward, by 
his Addreſs, intercepted the French in a 
Deſign they had form'd upon Calais; in 
this Action fighting incognito in the Ha- 
bit of a private Trooper, he was twice 
beaten down by'a French Cavalier, whom 
nevertheleſs at laſt he took Priſoner; by 
this happy Temerity acquiring more the 
Reputation of perſonal Courage, than Pru- 
dence. 4 

Soox after, the King of France dy ing, 
left his Kingdoms and ill Fortfine to his 
Son Jobn, who purſuing the War had dri- 
ven the Prince of Wales into ſuch a ſtrait 
near Poictiers, that nothing but almoſt a 
Miracle could ſave him; the Prince, ſen- 
ſible of his ill Circumſtances, offered every 
Thing he could in Honour to the =—_— 
5 Who 
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who elated with Aſſurance of Victory 


would hearken to no Propoſals, but re- 
quired an abſolute Surrender to Mercy, by 


laying down his Arms: This infolent De- 


mand added Indignation to the Courage 
of the Prince, who now prepar'd every 
Thing for his Defence againit a Power 
that exceeded him fix times in Number ; 
the Engh/h Army conſiſting moſt of Foot, 
had the Advantage of Vineyards and other 
Incloſures to ſecure them againſt the Ene- 
mies Horſe, in which the Strength of the 
French conſiſted : Here 1s another Inſtance 
of the Fatality in being too ſecure ; for 
the French, deſpiſing the Number of the 
Enemy, were ſo ſure of Victory, that they 
ſcorn'd to make Uſe of their Foot, but 
reſolv'd to trample down the Engliſb with 
their Cavalry, who were ſo incommoded 
and entangled in the Vineyards and Hedges, 
that they could neither advance nor retire, 
Sd to the Shot 
of the Engliſb Archers ; this occaſion'd the 
Defeat of their Army, follow'd by a moſt 
terrible Slaughter, in which the Number 
of the Slain were prodigious: At this we 
may gueſs by the Proportion of the Gen- 
try and Nobility which the French them- 
ſelves own to have fallen in this Battle, 
amounting to. two Thouſand ; but at the 
lame time we muſt conſider, that the 
| 3 | French 
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French Armies in all Times have, been 
more filled with Officers, and Perſons of 
Rank, than thoſe of any other Nation 
whatſoever; beſides, it is remarkable, that 
the French Nobility, who in all Ages have 
been a very gallant Race of People, when- 
ever beaten, have nevertheleſs {hew'd 
great Marks of their perſonal Bravery, by 
generally dying on the Spot where they 
could not vanquiſh, thinking the Loſs of 
Lite inconſiderable after that of Victory. 

I the Number of Priſoners was King 


Jobn himſelf, whoſe Captivity compleat- 


ed the Glory of this Day, made more il- 
luſtrious in Story by the Generoſity and 
great Honours which the gallant Conquer- 


or ſhew'd to his Royal Priſoner, whom 


he treated in his Chains with the ſame 


profound Reſpect as if he had been pay: 


ing him Homage on the Throne of 
France: Theſe are the ſhining Qualities 
that compleat the Hero, it being leſs dif- 
ficult to obtaig Victory, than not to be 
elated with the Succeſs ; ill Men are of- 
ten proſperous, but -only the Wiſe, the 
Brave, and Good, know how to make a 
right Uſe of good Fortune. 
Tu French King ſoon after being 
brought a Priſoner to London, added ano- 
ther crown'd Head to the Triumphs of the 
Engliſh, and kept in Countenance the un- 
* | fortunate 
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fortunate David, by ſhew ing him a great- 
er Prince in the ſame Condition. 

Nor long after happen'd an Accident, 
which {new'd that this illuſtrious Prince 
of Wales was deſtin'd to give Crowns as 
well as take them away; Don Pedro of 
Caſtile, expell'd his Kingdom for his hor- 
rid Cruelties, made Application to him as 
he lay in his Winter-Quarters at Bour- 
deaux ; upon which the generous Edward, 
according to the nicer Notions of thoſe 
Times, conſidering the Character, and not 


the Man, thought himſelf obliged in Ho- 


nour to aſſert the common Cauſe of 
crown'd Heads, in diſcountenancing ſuch 
a Violation of Majeſty, even in the De- 
poſition of a Tyrant: Soon after, Don Pe- 
dro was reſtored to his Throne by the 
Arms of Edward, which great Service 
the brutal Prince requited with the laſt 
Ingratitude; upon! which being juftly a- 
bandon'd to his own ill Stars, he was pur- 
ſued by the Vengeance of his Subjects, and 
expelPd again; but as if the very Air and 
Climate of this Country would puniſh 
the Prince for abetting the Cauſe of ſuch 
a Monſter, he here firſt contracted thoſe 


Diſtempers which atterwards prov'd fo _ 


fatal. 
Tu Truce which was made between 


France and England began now to be 
| I 4 broke, 
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broke, upon a Diſagreement about the | 
Ranſom of the French King ; his Son the | 
Dauphin and the Nobility of France think- | 
ing the Conceſſions extorted by the Neceſ- ; 
ſities of a Priſoner too unreaſonable to be F 
ratify d: Upon this, King Edward croſſes 
the Seas in order to renew the War; bur, , 
—territy'd by a prodigious Thunder and | 
Lightning, he began to hearken to an Ac- | 
commodation, which the Pope and all 
Chriſtendom had in vain ſollicited before; 
ſo much was his Superſtition ſtronger, than . 
his Piety or Tenderneſs of Blood. 
Nor long after this, died the excellent 5 
Prince of Wales, and with him the good 1 
Genius of England; afterwards our Af- 4 
fairs began to decline; Edward himſelf N 
advanced into Years fell into all the Weak- 
neſſes of old Age, by which he loſt the 
Reputation of that Severity he had ac- ö 
quired in his younger Days; for he now 
abandoned himſelf to the Careſſes of a 
ſcandalous Woman, calPd Alice Pierce, who 
had ſo great an Aſcendant over the Spirit 
of this Prince, that he reſign'd not only 
himſelf, but even the Conduct of his King- 
dom, to the Management of an infamous 
Strumpet, who had the Impudence not 
only to place herſelf in the Courts of Juſ- 
tice, but to influence all Matters of State; 
into ſuch a Lethargy fell King and —_ 
N m, 
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dom, after having been ſo vigorqus a 
Scene of Action ſo many Years 55 : 


And now it was high time for Eqward 
to leave a World in which he could no 
longer live with Reputation ; but he was 
firſt plunder'd by his Miftreſs of his Rings, 
—_ and all Things of Value about 

is Perſon, which was now abandon'd 
even by all his Domeſticks, who, after 
the Example of the Lady, had firſt plun- 
der'd, and then retir'd; b which Inſtance 
Princes may fee how little they are fol- 
low'd for their own Sakes, but only to 
gratify the Avarice and Ambition of their 
worthleſs Attendants. 

Tuts was a long and glorious Reign, 
but 22 and oppreſſive to the Peo- 
ple by the exceſſive Taxes, which were 
neceſſary to ſupport the conſtant Wars 
with France and Scotland, 
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R 1 CHARD II. 
[1377] 


O Edward the third ſucceeds his 
Grandſon Rzchard the ſecond, who, 

as I obſerv'd of his Great-Grandfather, 
was unfortunate by te Succeſſion, 
| notwith- 


y 
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notwithſtanding he came with great Ad- 
vantages to the Throne, being dearer to 
the People for the Sake of his Father the 
Black Prince, whoſe Memory they ſo much 
adored; beſides all which, the Beauty of 
his Perſon, and all the Signs of a toward! 

Diſpoſition, recommended him to the Eſ- 
teem and Affections of his Subjects: Not- 
withſtanding theſe auſpicious Preſages, 


we ſhall find an unhappy Reign, with all 


the Diſaſters ſo common to the brave but 
unfortunate Race of Plantagenet; bur, 
when we conſider that the moſt virtuous 
Princes of another Family have been c- 
qually ill treated by their ſeditious Sub- 
jects, we cannot aſcribe the Misfortunes of 
theſe Engiiſʒ Kings to any Fatality, or 
malevolent Aſpect, but to the conſtant 
mutinous Temper of a turbulent Nobili- 
wh who had too much Power and too lit- 
tle Principles to be good Subjects: How- 
ever, we cannot juſtity the Proceedings of 
this Prince, whoſe Meaſures were too ar- 


bitrary and unwarrantable through the 


whole Courſe of his Reign, enough to diſ- 
content his People, but not to excuſe their 
Conduct to him at laſt; for we may ob- 


ſerve, that the Conſequences which attend 


the violent and illegal Proceedings of the 
People, when _y pretend to do them- 
ſelves Juſtice on their Kings, are always 

2 more 
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| more fatal than the Grievances they think 
} to redreſs: The Truth of this Aﬀertion 
will be demonſtrated in the Depoſition of 
this King, ſurnam'd from Bourdeaux, the 
Place of his Nativity; the Beginning of 
whoſe Reign was attended with the In- 
| conveniences ſo frequent in the Minority 
: of Princes. 
i Arx firſt he was committed to the Tu- 
telage of his two Uncles, the Dukes of 
. Lancaſter and Cambridge, for fear of whoſe 
Ambition ſome others were joined in 
Commiſſion; but this Plurality of Gover- 
nors was ſoon found inconvenient, thro? 
their mutual Competition for Power and 
Pre-eminence ; upon which the Protector- 
ſhip was lodg'd in one Hand by Authority 
5 of Parliament: This Example is in Minia- 
ture a true Emblem of the Diſadvantages 
attending Commonwealths, in reſpect of 
Monarchies, in which the Rays of Power, 
like the Sun's, when contracted to one 
Point, are the ſtronger. 

Tux Non-age of this Prince was fre- 
quently moleſted by Inſurrections of the 
Populace, than which there never were 
greater in any Age or Country; one parti- 
cularly of the Commons in Kent, with a 
Deſign to ſhake off the Vaſſalage which the 
common People at that Time lay under to 
their Lords; This Inſurrection was equal in 
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every reſpect to the famous Commotion 
under Mafſanello at Naples, which has 
only made the more Noiſe of late in the 
World, by 5 — nearer to our own 
Times; the Paſſages in both have very near 
Reſemblance, if we conſider the Number 
of the People, the Occaſion of the Inſur- 
rection, the Meanneſs of their Leaders, 
(one being a poor Fiſherman, and the 
other a Tyler) the Fury of the Rabble, 
their pretended Juſtice on Malefactors, 
and at laſt their ſudden Suppreſſion as un- 
accountable as their Riſing ; but in one 
reſpect the Engh/h Story is more re- 
markable in the Perſon who put an End 
to this Tumult, by a Reſolution fo ſel- 
dom found in a Burgher ; this was the 
famous William Walwortb, Lord Mayor 
of London, who had the Courage to vin- 
dicate the violated —_ of his Prince, 
by ſtabbing the inſolent Villain at the Head 
of 200000 armed and enraged Rabble, 
when all the Nobility preſent, Men bred 
to Arms, were trembling for Fear ; in 
this he was ſeconded by the Reſolution of 
the King himſelf, who by his Preſence of 
Mind and Voice daunted the Miſcreants, 
on whom the Authority of his Proclama- 
tions and repeated Offers of Pardon could 
make no Impreſſion before. For this good 


Service the Lord Mayor was 3 
| an 
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and his Dagger added to the City Arms, 
as ſome report, but others ſay this Bearing 
is more ancient; however, it never could 
be aſſum'd on a nobler Account. 
Tus King was no ſooner at Age, but 
his Favours to ſome particular Men made 
ill Blood in the reſt of the Nobility; the 
chief Objects of their Envy were the great 
Earl of Oxford, and Delapool Duke ok 
Suffolk ; the firſt had received a very 
unuſual Title for a Subject, being created 
Duke of Ireland, and Marquis of Dub- 
lin; the other, from the Son of a Merchant, 
had been rais'd to the Dignity of a Duke ; 
Oxford was a Man of a beautiful Perſon, 
and no leſs Accompliſhments of Mind, 
but fierce and inſolent, which made him 
have ſo many Enemies, who accus'd him 
of abuſing the Power he had with the 
King to the Detriment of the Common- 
wealth, and Oppreſſion of the other No- 
bility ; theſe Complaints they laid before 
the King, but finding their Remonſtran- 
ces have no Effect, they riſe in Arms to 
remove the Favourite by Force: Oxford 
met the Lords at Radcott Bridge, where 
rather running away than beaten he ſaved 
f himſelf by leaping into a River and ſwim- 
: ming over ; but that which contributed 
N the moſt to his Eſcape, was an Opinion 
of his being drown'd, occaſion'd by find- 
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ing ſome of his Accoutrements in the 
Water, which he had flung away to ex- 
pedite his Flight ; he eſcap'd afterwards 
to Louvain, where he died in great Want 
and Miſery : So dangerous it is to be too 
much in the Favour of a Prince, without 


a great deal of Merit to ſupport an invi- - 


dious Grandeur, | 

Tux Lords afterwards marching with 
an Army of 40000 to London, compel the 
King to remove from his Perſon thoſe 
whom they called Delinquents, which in- 
deed prov'd to be every-body in any Poſt 
of Profit or Truſt ; nor did the fair Sex 
eſcape better, ſeveral Ladies of Quality 
being among the Number baniſh'd the 
Court ; after which there follow'd the 
greateſt Example of the People's doing 


themſelves Juſtice on thoſe who be- 
lieved had cos ta their Rights and Li- 


berties ; for in the enſuing Parliament all 
the Judges, except one, were arreſted on 
the Bench, but none put to Death, though 
condemn'd, except the Lord Chief Juſtice 
Trefilian, who was hang'd, and then had 


his Throat cut at Tyburn ; the others 


were only baniſh'd and their Goods con- 
fiſcated : The Crime with which theſe 
Judges were charg'd was, giving Opinions 
too advantageous to the Prerogative, and 
prejudicial to the Liberty of the People; 
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ſo far there was Colour of Juſtice: If theſe 
Accuſations were true, the People might 
ſeem to be in the right in vindicating their 
Liberties, while they knew how with 


Prudence to diſtinguiſh who were the 
proper Objects of their Reſentment by 


the Appointment of the Laws, without 4 
Violation of that ſacred Character which 
the Laws of God, and the Conſtitution of 
our own Government, have elevated a- 
bove the People's Animadverſions; the 
Kings' of England, exempt in their Per- 
ſons, being only accountable in their Mi- 
niſters, which Maxim, as it is the moſt 
facred as well as wiſeſt in our Conſtituti- 
on, ſo it would have been more for our 
Intereſt, as well as Reputation, if we had 
always had the Honeſty inviolably to 
have abſerv'd it. | 

So after this there happen'd an Af- 
fair which occaſion'd the mot illegal and 
extrajudicial Proceedings of this whole 
Reign, which tho? Neceſſity can hardly 


juſtify vg however the Circumſtances, in 
which t 


e King found himſelf, will very 
much extenuate ; this was the Death of 
the Duke of Ghcefter, a turbulent Male- 
content, who was reſolved to ruin the King 


whom he could not govern. This faQti- | 


ous Prince, to promote his own ambi- 
tious Deſigns, had conſpired with the Arch- 
biſhop 
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biſhop of Canterbury, the Abbot of St. 
Albar's, and ſeveral great. Men of his 
own Party, to ſeize the Perſon of the King 
and his two Uncles York and Lancaſter, 
with all the other great Lords devoted to 
the King, whom they deſfign'd to murder, 
as well as moſt of the Privy Council, ex- 

ting the Perſon of the King, who was 
only to be ſpared, perhaps to engage 
thoſe in the Deſign, the Tenderneſs of 
whoſe Conſciences would not permit 
them to go ſo far; but this impious Con- 
trivance was diſcover'd by the Earl Mar- 


Pal, Son-in-law to the Earl of Arundel, 


one of the chref Conſpirators: This Noble- 
man, touch'd with Remorſe of Conſci- 
ence for the Crime in which he was en- 
82g 0, came to the King one N 1705 as he 

t at Supper, and drawing him aſide from 
the Table, laid open the whole Deſign, 
which was to be put in Execution the 
next Day ; the King, fſurpriz'd with 
the Flagitiouſneſs of the Treaſon, and 
terrify'd with the Senſe of ſo immi- 
nent a Danger, after a ſhort Conſultation 
with is Council what to do in this Exi- 
ence, immediately took Horſe, and fol- 
lowed by ſeveral of the Nobility, on 
whoſe Fidelity he could rely, refolv'd 
rather to meet, than attend his Danger ; 


a Preſence of Mind which could not reſult 
| more 
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more from Neceſſity than natural Cou- 
rage: Late the ſame Night they arrived 
at the Duke of Ghcefter's Houle in Eſex, 
not very far from the Town; the Duke, 
ſurpriz at ſuch unexpected Gueſts, im- 
mediately roſe, and came down undreſs'd 
to bid the King welcome, whule at the 
fame time, not imagining his Deſigns dif 
cover'd, he inwardly applauded his good 
Fortune, which had ſo much more eaſily 
delivered the Prey into his Hands than he 
could have expected; upon this he intreat- 
ed the King to ſtay all Night, who told 
him he had a Party of Pleaſure to make, 
in which he deſir'd his Company; upon 
which the Duke, aſſoon as he could be ac- 
coutred, attended the King, who having 
drawn him to a convenient Diſtance from 
his @wn H6uſe, where he had fo nume- 
roũs a Retinue as might have reſcu'd him, 
commanded the Earl Marſbal to arreſt him 
tor High Treaſon, which being pertorm'd, 
and the Duke diſarm'd, he was immedi- 
ately hurried on Shipboard and convey'd 
to Calais, where it is believ'd he was 
ſtrangled : This Proceeding can be excusd 
by nothing but an abſolute Neceſſity againſt 
a Man who was ſo dangerouſly popular as 
to be above the Reach of the Law, and 
not to be attach'd by the common Me- 
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thods of juſtice: This Action gave the 

reateſt Handle to the Duke's Friends to 
inveigh againſt the King, Mankind having 
been ever too dilingenuous to allow any 
Guilt in their own Party. | 

I have been more particular in this Re- 

lation, becauſe ſome of our Writers, by 
telling only Matter of Fact, viz. the Sei- 
zure and are of this Duke, and not 
letting the Reader into the Motives and 
Cauſes of this extraordinary Proceeding, 
have given Poſterity too diſadvantageous 
Impreſſions of this Prince. 

HE Earls of Arundel and Warwick, 
with moſt of the other Conſpirators, were 
ſeiz'd the next Day, and committed to 
Priſon : Upon this a Parliament being cal- 
led, to whom the King laid open the whole 
Conſpiracy, the Houſe of Commons, by 
the Mouth of their Speaker Sir John 
Buſhy, at the Bar of the Lords, where the 


King was preſent, impeach'd the Duke of 


Ghcefter, the Earls of Arundel and War- 
wick, with ſeveral others, of High Trea- 
ſon, er which they were attainted : The 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, aut of Reſpect 
to the Sanctity of his Character, was on- 
ly bamiſh'd and his Goods confiſcated ; fo 
a 


. ſacred were the Perſons of the Clergy in 
thoſe Days. | 
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NorwirsrAN DING the great Zeal 


which appear'd in this Houſe of Commons 
towards the King, in ſo readily puniſhing 
his Enemies, we ſhall ſhortly ſee the ſame 
Authority depoſe, without any new Cauſe 
of Diſguſt, this very Prince, to whoſe Ser- 
vice they ſeem'd ſo devoted before; fo eaſy 
it is for well-meaning Perſons to be im- 
pos'd on by the ſpecious Pretences of crat- 
ty and deſigning Men. 

Ax Accident, which not long after 
happen'd, contributed to this ſtrange Re- 


volution ; the Duke of Hereford, who was 


Son to Jobn of Gaunt, falling out with 
the Duke of Norfolk, accus'd him of Words 
ſpoken derogatory to the King's Honour; 
but Norfolk denying the Ae there 
Was no Way thought ſo expedient to de- 
cide this Matter as Combat, which was 
ranted by the King; tho” this ſuperſtitious 
thod of diſcovering Truth began to 
grow ridiculous and obſolete at this Time, 


When the Combatants were enter'd the 


Liſts, and ready to charge one another, 
the King, to prevent the Effuſion of noble 
Blood by fo uncertain a Deciſion of Truth, 
flung down his Warder and prevented 
their Engagement ; afterwards upon ma- 
ture Deliberation he adjudg'd them both 
to Baniſhment, Nor/f0/4 for Life, and He- 


reford for ten Years, which Sentence muſt 
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ſeem hard to the innocent Perſon, it being 
impoſſible but one muſt be in the Right, 
and conſequently injur'd ; however, to 
take off all Pretence of Partiality, the 


King thought fit to puniſh both ; but the 


Sentence againſt Hereford, who was his 
Couſin-German, was {hortly after contrac- 
ted to four Years ; nevertheleſs the Diſ- 
grace left that Sting in his Mind, and 
made ſuch ill Blood againſt the King, as 
put Hereford afterwards upon Meaſures fo 
inconſiſtent with his Honour and Duty ; 
his Revenge was afterwards more inflam'd 
by the Counſel and Suggeſtion of the Arch- 
biſhop, whom he met Abroad under the 


fame Circumſtances of Exile. 


T rx1s wicked Prelate, as the Corruption 
of the beſt Things are always the worſt, 
and an ill Prieſt the moſt abandon'd of 
Mankind, finding no Way to return Home, 
but on the Ruins of this Prince, undertook 
the Management of Hereford's Affairs, by 
holding a Correſpondence with the Male- 


contents in England. 
When every Thing was ripe, Henry of 


Bolingbrook, Duke of Hereford, ſets Sail 
for Englaud, with a few Followers of his 
Fortunes, whom the Conſcience of their 
Crimes and a Fear of Juſtice had attach'd 
to his Intereſts. 
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_ - Richard was at this Time in Jrelard, 


which was the Reaſon he choſe this Jun- 
Qure, that he might make the more con- 
ſiderable Progreſs before the King could 

ſſibly return: Upon his firſt Landing he 
Feclar d, That he was only come to take 
Poſſeſſion of his Inheritance devolv'd on 
him by the Death of his Father; the Plau- 
ſibility of this ſpecious Pretence drew at 
firſt a great many unthinking Men to his 


Party; it being always the Method of 


Ambition in the Beginning to diſguiſe the 
main Deſign, till thoſe, who are at firſt 
drawn in only by their Weakneſs and Cre- 
dulity, when once engag by degrees 
grow harden'd in that Vil 

tion of which they would have trembled 


before. 


Wr have ſeen the ſame thing happen 
in our Days; Numbers of well-meanin 
People engaged in a certain Cauſe at rf, 
without the leaſt Apprehenſion of what 
ſoon followed; being ſo very weak as to 
believe, that a certain Perſon came only to 
remove a few Prieſts, and then go Home 
again. 

Bur this Attempt was too deſperate to 
have ſucceeded, if the ill Stars of Richard 


had not concurr'd to his Ruin, for the 


Winds blew ſo conſtantly Welt forty Days 


together, that no Advice could be carried 


—_— into 


any, at the men- 
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into Jreland of this Invaſion in Eng- 
land. 

As this long Space of Time encourag'd 
the Party of Henry, ſo it diſheartened 
the Friends of Richard, who would have 
appear'd in his Quarrel, if he had been 
on the Place to have headed and ſuppor- 
ted them: Richard at this Time had ac- 
N great Reputation in ſubduing the 

riſb, over which People he had fur- 


ther extended his Conqueſts than any of 
his Predeceſſors in that Kingdom : In this 


War rticularly diſtingui{ld, by ſig- 
nal Marks of his Favour, the young Hen- 
ry, Son to Hereford, who at the fame 


Time was actually diſpoſſeſſing him of his 
Crown; but it 15 the common Fate of 
Uſurpers to be as ungrateful as they are 


wicked and unjuſt. ; 
Uro the firſt News, Richard imme- 
diately prepar'd to come into England, 


ſending his Friends over before. him to 
raiſe all the Force they could againſt his 
Arrival ; but preyented by ſome Accidents, 


or his own unaccountable Deſtiny, a great 


Power of Welſh, who had appear'd in 
Arms on his Behalf, impatient of Delay, 
disbanded ; ſo many Accidents always con- 


cur-to compleat the Deſtiny of the unfor- 
tunate. He had not been long landed, 


when he was ſurpriz'd by an * 
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and carried Priſoner to Flint Caſtle, to which 
Place Hereford with his Army ſoon reſort- 
ed, accompany'd by that Incendiary the 
Archbiſhop, who had the Aſſurance to ap- 
pear in the Preſence of his 1njur'd Maſter. 


At firſt Sight of the King the perfidious 


Duke with the moſt profound Diſſimulation 
flung himſelf at his Feet, declaring, he was 
only come to tecover his Patrimony, and ro 
procure the King's Honour and Satety, tho? 
at the ſame Time he had actually made 
him a Priſoner; from hence they conduct- 
ed him by eaſy Journeys to London, deny- 
ing him in this Reſtraint the Neceſſaries 


fit for his Perſon ; upon his Arrival the 


immediately clapt him in the Tower, at- 
ter which they calld« Parliament, but in 
the Name, and by the Writs, of King 
Richard; the People at this Time not 
thinking they had Power to aſſemble Con- 
ventions without the legal Call of their 
lawful Prince: In this Parliament it was 
reſolved to depoſe Richard, this Houſe of 
Commons being filPd with the King's 
Enemies, and the Creatures of his Ad- 
verſary, as it is uſual in moſt Turns of 
State and Revolutions, for wiſe and ho- 
neſt Men to fit ſtill, while Fools and 
Knaves intrude into Authority and Power. 
To this End, they under-hand, by Pro- 
miſes, Threats, and other Arts ſo work'd 
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upon the Spirit of Richard, as to perſuade 
him to reſign his Crown voluntarily; 
which, they were conſciqus, they had no 
Right to take away by Force. 


HE NR IV. 
[ 1399. ] 


HE King finding it in vain to re- 
ſiſt, ſubmitted to his Deſtiny, 
thinking it better to do that with a 


Grace and Air of Willingneſs, which he 


could not prevent by ſtruggling in vain: 
Upon this he ſolemnly reſign'd his Crown 
to the Duke of Lancaſter and Hereford his 
Couſin, capitulating only for a convenient 
Maintenance during Lite ; but this 

Prince did not know an Obſervation of 
one of the wiſeſt, but moſt unforunate of 
his Succeſſors, that the Space is but ſhort 
between the Priſon and the Graves of 
Princes. 

Tu vs ended the Reign of Richard the 
ſecond, a magnificent, generous, and 
good- natur d Prince, with ſome Failings, 
and as great Virtues ; but he was facrifi- 
ced to the Ambition of his own Family: 
And now we ſhall ſee the aforeſaid Obſer- 


vation 


- 
TO” ů 


mY . Fn * | 1 
> — 7 < 8 4 * - * ths 2 0 * 12 2 
va. *" a - " LG * ACT TY FR -* i. 6 Ls 
RY * ' 4 - h # * e -_ 8 
* 


r 


en ee SSS 0 98 


* e — 


45% TS 2 a . Oh 


dv 9 3 a . : ti. th 5 2 , k D * 
«<<.» P "a d 1 75 9. 2 "ty ee n 1 N [on "= — 
* =- 


HENRY IV. 137 


vation made true, for this unfortunate 
prince did not long ſurvive his Depoſiti- 
on; it being uſual for ambitious Men, 
having once ſhaken Hands with Honour 
and Principle, to ſtick at no Villany to ſe- 
cure what with as little Conſcience they 
firſt acquired. 

THERE are ſeveral Accounts of his 


Death; ſome ſay he was ſtarv'd, and o- 


thers that he died with Grief; and ſome 
have affirm'd that he was kill'd by Sir 
Pierce of Exton, who ruſhing into, his 
Chamber with eight arm'd Men barba- 
rouſly murder'd him, but not till firſt by 
a deſperate Reſiſtance he had reveng'd 
himſelf by diſpatching four of the Aff. 
ſins; a deplorable Fate, which might in 

robability have been prevented, if he had 

efended his Crown with the fame Reſo- 
lution he did his Life. 

Ix this Tragedy of Richard the ſecond 
we plainly ſee a conſpicuous Example of 
the Eine Juſtice, which ordain'd that poor 
Prince to explate the Crime of his Grand- 
father Edward the third in depoſing his 
own Father; the Ambition of that Prince 


being thus remarkably puniſh'd by the Di- 


viſion of his Family, who in the two 


Branches of ork and Lancaſter, for al- 


moſt an Age together, tore out one ano- 
ther's Bowels, and involv'd their Country 
in 
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138 A SHORT VIE W, Ge. 
in Blood and Deſolation ; the Experience 
of which one would think was enough to 
make Mankind riſe in Arms, and extirpate 
ſuch ill Men, who to their Luſt of Power 
ſacrificed the Repoſe and Safety of whole 
Nations. | 
Nox ſhall we ſee this Henry himſelf leſs 
uniſh'd for his unjuſt Seizure of the 
Throne, tho* not immediately in his own 
Perſon, but in his Childrens Children, who, 
tho? innocent, muſt all be ſacrificed to the 
Manes of injur d Richard; as alſo the fac- 
tious Nobility, who aſſiſted the Ambition 
of Henry in this unjuſt Revolution, muſt 
ſhare the Puniſhment as well as the Guilt ; 
moſt of theſe Men meeting their juſt Re- 
ward at the Hands of the Uſurper himſelf; 
whom a little before, at the Expence of 
their own Honour and Conſciences, they 
had elevated to the Throne; beſides, their 
Poſterity for ſeveral Deſcents either fell 
by the . or Axe; ſo Sacred is the 
Blood of lawtul Princes. 
Henry was no ſooner ſettled on the 
Throne, but he found the Uneaſineſs of 
a Crown wrong put on at firſt; the No- 
bility, with the ſame Levity with which 
they had abandon'd Richard, beginning 
to grow weary of an Idol which they 
themſelves had erected: Upon this a 
Conſpiracy was form'd in the Houſe 4 
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the Abbot of Veſtminſter, to depoſe Hen- 
ry and reſtore Richard, who was not yet 
murder d; but this Deſign being diſco- 
verd, all the Conſpirators that were ta- 
ken, without Mercy, were put to death; 
the Duke of Surrey and Earl of Salis- 
bury, tho“ expiring of Wounds receiv'd 
in their Apprehenſion, flagrante crimine, 
were beheaded on the Spot; the Duke 
of Exeter and Earl of Ghecefter after- 
wards on a Scaffold; after which follow'd 
the Execution of ſeveral Gentlemen of 
Quality, with the greateſt Effuſion of 
Noble Blood that ever was ſhed by the 
Hands of the Hangman at one Time in 
England; by which we may fee how 
much better it is to fall into the Hands 
of a lawful Prince, than an Uſurper, who 
thinks himſelf no longer ſafe than he is 
cruel ; the one, when oblig'd to puniſh, 
remembers that he is correcting his Chil- 
dren, and the other revenging himſelf 
on his Enemies. Among the Objects of 
Henry's Fury at this Time, I cannot for- 
bear to mention the famous Biſhop of 
Carliſie, who is reported to have made 
that memorable Speech in the Houſe of 
Peers at the Debate about depoſing King 
Richard; but this Speech being to be 
found in all our common Chronicles, I 
thither refer the Reader, where he will 


find” 
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ind a great Example of ence, Pie- 
oy Juſtice, Honour, and Courage, in 

is noble Prelate, whoſe Virtue, the fame 
Order of Men in ſucceeding Times, on the 
fame Occaſion, had neither the Boldneſs 
nor Honeſty to imitate : Some Perſons de- 
ny, that this Biſhop of Carliſte fat in this 
Parliament ; but let that be how it will, 
the S is nevertheleſs right and valu- 
able for not being ſpoken. 

Tr1s Affair was ſoon over, but there 
follow'd another of more dangerous Con- 
ſequence; the Ptercies being diſguſted, 
revolt from Henry, and riſe in Arms; this 
Family by their . Authority and Power 
were the greateſt Inſtruments in the late 
Revolution ; but now diſcontented, the 

ht they could pull down Henry wi 

the fame Eaſe they had elevated him be- 
fore : Upon this they renounce their Al- 
legiance, and ſend him a Defiance, at the 
ſame time reproaching him with a Breach 
of Faith in aſſuming the Crown (which 
he had ſo ſolemnly torſworn on his land- 
ing) and murdering his lawful Prince, 
| 24 he had firſt traiterouſly depos'd ; 
this Meſſage was ſeconded by a good Ar- 
my, commanded by Harry Hotſpur, fo 
call from his fiery Temper, Son tq the 
Earl of Northumberland. 


Tunis 


. 
as *« . r 1 _ _— * a aw. 


Tuis rrel ſhews the Folly and 
Unreaſonableneſs of Men, who not gui- 
ded by a Steadineſs of Principle follow 
the Dictates of their Paſſion; for with 
what Juſtice could they upbraid King 
Henry with a Crown which they them- 
ſelves had given him ? Or call him an 
Uſurper, at whoſe Coronation they them- 
ſelves aſſiſted ? But their Infidelity to 


. Richard was to be puniſh'd now by the 
fame Hands which they themſelves had 


arm'd to their own Deſtruction ; for 


Henry, at the Battle of Shrewsbury, de- 


feats this Army, kills Harry Hotſpur, 


and takes his Uncle the Earl of Worce- 


ter Priſoner, who ſoon after loſt his Head; 
in this Battle Henry gave incredible 
Marks of his Courage, by ſlaying no leſs 
than thirty-ſix with his own Hand. This 
Defeat ſecur'd the Crown and the Fears 
of Henry, who was moleſted no more 
during reſt of his Reign, but by one 
Inſurrection of the Earl of Northumber- 
land, who periſhed in the Attempt : Thus 
for a Time lay extingni{ſh'd the Great 
Houſe of Piercy, the Title of Northum- 
berland being transferr'd to another Fa- 
mily : This Puniſhment fell juſtly on their 


Heads for their Ingratitude to Richard 


the Second, who firſt gave them that 
Honour which was taken away 3 the 
rt ane 
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ſame Perſon to whom they had given his 
G p 7 | 

Tuus this unjuſt Poſſeſſion, acquired 
by Blood, was confirm'd and ſupported ; 
by the ſame Methods and Principles; tho? ; 
this Severity in Henry reſulted rather 
from his Ambition, and the Neceſſities of 
his Circumſtances, than his Nature; for 
otherwiſe he was a very great Man, and 
adorn'd with fo many Virtues, as would 
have made him worthy of a Crown, if 
he had not fo unjuſtly deſir'd one. 

Bor as Violence never laſts very long, 
ſo. the Reign of this Prince ſoon deter- 
mined before he could enjoy the Fruits of 
his Toils and Dangers ; for he died aſſoon 
as ever he began to be ſafe and eaſy, leav- 
ing his great Qualities, as well as his yr 4 
dom, to his Son Henry the fifth, who de- 
ſerved a better Title than his Father could 
bequeath him. | 
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HIS Prince, when he had aſcended the 


4 Throne, approv'd himſelf a better 
Man than the Wildneſs of his Youth had 
1. promis d; 
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romis'd; he ſeem'd to have no Paſſion 

ut a Thirſt of Glory, and to tread in the 
Steps of his Great-Grandfather Edward 
the third, by aſſerting his Title to the 
Crown of 4 this Humour of his 
was indulg*d and cheriſh'd by the Clergy 
of this Time, who, apprehenſive of ſome 
Revolution in the Church, by the __ 
ſition they found in the People towards a 
Reſumption of their Lands, thought by en- 

aging him Abroad to divert the warlike 

enius of this Prince from hearkening to 
any Propoſals that ſhould be made upon 
this Subject, which had already been de- 
bated in Parliament. | 

Tnus encouraged by the Men whoſe 
Riches enabled them the moſt to ſupport 
him, he reſolv'd on a War with France 
in Proſecution of his Title, which was 
barr'd by the Salique Laws, and deriv'd as 
far backward as his Great-Grandfather's 


Mother, who was a Daughter of France ; 


upon this Reſolution he ſends a moſt 
ſplendid Embaſſy, whoſe Meſſage was not 
a little ſurprizing to the French Court, 
being no leſs than a poſitive Demand of 


that Crown; this _ was juſtly de- 


rided by the French, and the Deriſion as 
ſeverely reveng'd by the Engliſh : His 
Army being ready, tho? not proportion- 
able in Number to the Vaſtneſs of the 

Deſign, 
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244 A SHORT VIE W, &.. 
Deſign, he embark'd for Nor mandy, where 
arriving he made himſelf Maſter of Har- 
Aue; after which, marching into the Coun- 
try, he was encounter'd by a powerful 
Army, whom he defeated at the famous 
Battle of Agincourt, the Glory of which sS 3 
Day was a little ſtain'd by the Cruelty E- 
ſhewa to the Priſoners, who were kill'd a d. 
in cold Blood after the Fight was ended: b 
This our Writers excuſe by a new Alarm 
from the Enemy at a Time that the Pri- 
ſoners exceeded the Number of thoſe who 
took them. Thus having forced his Way 
homeward, he return'd to London trium- 
hant with a few Captives, but a great 

eal of Glory. | 

Tux next Year he renew'd the War 
with greater Vigour and continued Suc- 
ceſs, to which the Revolt of the French 
contributed more than his-own Strength 
and Power; for the Queen and Dauphin 
falling out who ſhould have the Regency 
during the Incapacity of Charles the ſixth, 
who was frantick, the malicious Woman, 
to gratify her Paſſion of Revenge, choſe 
rather to deliver her Country into the 
Hands of Strangers than to ſubmit to her 
Son, Who diſputed her Authority; in this 
Point the Dauphin had certainly the * 
on his Side in a Country ruled by the Sa- 
ligque Law, nothing ſeeming more unrea- : 
5 | | | ſonable 1 


<< 


— . = - 
— — — — LS — A — ith. 38 —— 
* 2 0 —— . « - 3 8 — 


= — » he. ad ww 
* 


. >. 


U — 8 D * 9 
: . — 
c 0 * 1 "= <S8 


" 


| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


— 
> —— — — — — 
— * 7 
se * A 
. — OI” 


=> 1 
— . DA = 
— 


= = — — _ — ST » —— 
— — ch — 2 
= 


= 
——W== — 
— — — 


— — 
— — 
— — 


: 
- 
3 
: 


* 
5 
5 " 
* 


HEN RI V. 145 
ſonable than that Women ſhould govern 
a Kingdom, which they cannot inherit; 
with the Queen was joined in Intereſt the 
Duke of Burgundy, a Prince almoſt as 
conſiderable as either the Kings of France 
or England; ſuch a Conjunction muſt evi- 
dently cruſh the Dauphin, who now had 


but a very inconſiderable Party to ſuppott 


his Pretenſions. X 

Tun Queen and Duke of Burgundy, 
thus governing every Thing in the King's 
Name, contract a Marriage between 
Henry of England and Catbarine of Va- 
lois; the Conditions of which were, That 
during the Life of Charles; the King of 
England: ſhould have the Regency, and, 
after his Death, inherit the Crown : Theſe 
Articles being- ratify'd, and the Marriage 


celebrated, the French Nobility all ſwear 
' Allegiance to the King of England; and 


now the Armies of both Kingdoms being 


join'd -purſue the unfortunate Dauphin 


with a vaſt Power, conſiſting of ſeveral 
Nations, which never fought before, nor 
hardly will again under the ſame Banners, 
Burgundians, French, Engliſb, Scots, and 
Iriſh ; the Dauphin, thus preſs'd, was 


forced to retire before his victorious Ri- 


val King Henry, who now committed an 
Action of ſuch Cruely as made him un- 


worthy his good Fortune; for at the * 
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of Montreau, a Town which held out for 
the Dauphin, to frighten the Governor 
into a Surrender, he commanded that 
twelve French Gentlemen of Quality, who 
were Priſoners in his Camp, ſhould be 
hang'd in Sight of the Ramparts ; an im- 
pious Violation of Faith, after Quarter 
once given: This and the like ACtions in 
ſome of the braveſt of our Princes, have 
made the Engh/h Story read a little too 
barbarous ; it being to be lamented, that 
ſo many other great Virtues ſhould not 
be ſupported by Humanity, Honour, and 
Juſtice. | 

Trvs we have ſeen how Henry the 
fifth acquired the Crown of France, to 
which his Sword would have given him a 
better Title, than either his Matrimonial, 
or what he deriv'd from his Great-Grand- 
mother Queen Jabel. 


Bur Death ſoon after put a Stop both to 


his Pretences and Victories, in the Height 
of which, and the Flower of his Age, he 
was ſnatch'd away, leaving his beautiful 
Wife Queen Catharine, a diſtreſs'd, but 

not inconſolable Widow. 
NoTwIiTHSTANDING the great Acti- 
ons of this Prince, and a continued ex- 
penſive War, he burdened his Subjects 
with leſs Taxes than ſome of his Suc- 
ceſſors in Times of Peace; by which we 
may 
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may ſee how great Deſigns may be ac- 
compliſh'd by a good OEconomy and Fru- 
gality, when the moſt boundleſs Sums, for 
want of thoſe Virtues, have been tound 
inſufficient in our own Days, either to 
procure the Safety of our Neighbours or 
our own; a Mistortune more ealily lamen- 
ted than remedied in ſo abandon'd an Age, 
in which thoſe, who ſhould have protected, 
have endeayour'd to plunder their Coun- 
try, and then promiſe themſelves Impuni- 


ty to their Crimes by their Impudence and 
Numbers. 


p IE 
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MMEÞPIATELY upon the Death of 
Henry the fifth, his Son of the ſame 
ame was proclaim'd King of France and 
England; the Care of his Minority was 
committed to his two Uneles, the Dukes 
of Bedford and Ghcefter, the firſt being 


left Regent of France, and the other of 


England; but the particular Education of 
his Perſon was under the InſpeCtion of the 
Cardinal of Beauford: At the, Beginning, 
under the Conduct of theſe great Men, 
Bedford, Salisbury, and Talbot, the Eng- 
| L 2 lifh 
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k/ Affairs met with ſo great Succeſs in 
France, that they did not ſeem to miſs 
their victorious Henry; but ſoon after the 
Dauphin, who upon his Father's Death 
had aſſumed the Title of King, by the 
Name of Charles the ſeventh, began to 
get Ground by the daily Return of his 
Subjects to their natural Allegiance: To 
this Turn of Fortune the Superſtition of 
that Age not a little contributed, by the 
Opinion which the common People had 
entertain'd of the famous Pucelle, who, 
tho* a private Shepherdeſs, by a pretend- 
ed Revelation from Heaven, had infus'd 
ſuch Courage into the diſpirited French, 
as to make them hope at laſt to recover 
their Country; tho? ali this was a Contri- 
vance in the French Court to work on the 
Superſtition of the People. 

UNDER the Conduct of this Virago, the 
French in ſeveral Rencounters defeated the 
Enghſh; this Succeſs rais'd the drooping 
Spirits of the one, and mortified the o- 
ther, who now, by a new Series of ill 
Succeſs, found a viſible Revolution of 
their Fortune ; but at laſt this famous He- 
roine, after having given wonderful Proofs 
of her Courage and Conduct, fell into the 
Hands of the Duke of Burgundy, who de- 
livered her to the Regent, upon which her 
Proceſs being made, ſhe was as" 
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and burnt at Roan for a Witch; an Action 
not more cruel than unjuſt. 

Ever after the Engliſb Fortune daily 
more and more declin'd, eſpecially upon 
the Death of the Earl of Salisbury, who 
was kilPd at the Siege of Orleans, on the 


Bridge of which City the Statue of that 


Pucelle is ſtanding at this Day, and her 
Memory adored in France with all the 
Veneration with which Gratitude can in- 
ſpire the Breaſts of her reſcud Country- 
men. 


that gave the greateſt Blow to the Engliſb 
Fortune in France; this was the Miſun- 
derſtanding between the Regent and the 
Duke of Burgundy, who upon ſome Diſ- 
guſt meditated a Revolt from the Engl/þ 
to the other Side : As the Friendſhip of 
this great Prince contributed ſo much be- 
fore to the Intereſt of England, fo his Aſ- 
ſiſtance, being withdrawn from one Side 
and added to the other, too powerfully 
turn'd the Scale. Soon after died the 
Duke of Bedford Regent of France, and 
with him the Fortune of Exgland, if the 
reat Talbot had not ſurviv'd; but as one 
ill Accident is always attended by another, 
in a little time he himſelf was taken Pri- 
ſoner in one Battle, and ſoon after kill d 
in another, but not till by his great Ac- 
L 3 tions 


Nor long after interven'd an Accident 
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tions he had reflected as much Glory on 
his Country as on his illuſtrious Family, 
whoſe very Name was formidable to the 
French. 

AMoNG the memorable Perſons in this 
French War, I cannot omit the famous 


Sir Jobn Falſtaff, who, tho* one of the 


braveſt and moſt active Men of his Time, 
being not only a great Officer but a gal- 
lant Cavalier, has been ridicul'd and miſ- 
repreſented by the Pen of a certain Poet, 


for an Original of eme and Cowar- 


dice, for no other Reaſon, but that ſome 
of his Poſterity had diſoblig'd Mr. Shake- 
ear; fo dangerous it is to make Ene- 
mies of thoſe Men, who not only com- 
mand the preſent, but can look back into 
paſt Ages, bring the dead upon the Stage, 


and by the Immortality of their Writings, 


extend their Revenge to the End of the 
World: I mention this not only to do 
Juſtice to the injur'd, but to ſhew the 
Vanity of troubling one's ſelf to acquire a 
Reputation upon any other Account but 
our own Satisfaction; ſince 'tis in the 
Power of any one Man of Wit to re- 
verſe the Character and ſpoil the Hero. 

Tur Revolt of Burgundy was follow'd 
by the Deſertion of the Duke of Britain, 
who left the Engliſb to court the riſing 
Fortunes of Charles; all theſe concurrent 
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Misfortunes meeting with a weak Reign 
in England, and conſequently Diſtractions 
at home through the mutual Diſſenſions 
of the great Men, put an End to the Eny- 
lib Dominions in France : But the ill 
Blood between the Dukes of York and 


Somerſet had more fatal Conſequences; Vr 


had laid ſeveral Accuſations to the Charge 
of Somerſet and Suffolk, but found no Re- 


monſtrances could make any Impreſſion 


to their Diſadvantage on the King, who, 
proving a very weak Man, had intirel 
relign'd himſelf to the Conduct of his 
Queen Margaret, Daughter to the titular 
King of Naples and Sicily; the Queen, a 
Woman of a Genius and Spirit above her 
Sex, finding the Incapacity of the King 
her Husband, who was fitter for a Cowl 
than a Crown, by the Aſſiſtance of So- 
merſet and others of that Party, aſſum'd 
the whole Management of Affairs; the 
Duke of Vr ſaw himſelf in the laſt Dan- 
ger while Somerſet continu'd in ſuch Au- 
thority and Power, eſpecially after ſuch 
an Example, as the Death of Humphrey 
Duke of Gloceſter, who had wrongfully 
been attainted, and afterwards murdered 
in his Bed by the Queen's Faction. 

Bur the Envy of Somerſet's Greatneſs, 
or the Danger of his Power, were not the 


ſole Reaſons that oblig'd the Duke of York 
L 4 to 
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to think his Removal neceſſary; conſcious 
of his own Right to the Crown, this Prince 
had begun to project ſome Deſigns of re- 
eſtabliſhing his Family upon the Ruins of 
the Houſe of Lancaſter, to whom Somerſet 
was intirely devoted by the Ties of Blood 
and Intereſt: To remove ſo great an Ob- 
ſtacle, the Duke of York thought fit to 
gthen his Party by engaging the molt 


—— — . ——yᷣ— — — — —H⁰ 


ſtren 
5 Men in his Intereſt; among 
theſe were the Earls of Saliibury and War- 
wick, who were Father and Son; the laſt of ? 
theſe Earls was calld by the common Peo- 
ple, Make-King, from the conſtant Succeſs 
hich attended that Side, in the following 
| Wars, to which he carried his Arms : The 
| great Popularity of this Nobleman was 
acquired by his immenſe Liberality in 
Houſe-keeping, the only Way to be Great 
in that Age; for it is reported, that this 
Earl of Warwick us'd to ſpend ſeven Oxen 
at one Breakfaſt to regale the Rabble, 
which made him ſuch a Darling of the 
common People, that at a Whiſtle he could 
never want an Army at his Devotion. 
Tuxsx Great Lords, having concerted 
their Meaſures, ſince other Applications 
had no Succeſs, reſolve to remove Somerſet 
by Force of Arms; in order to which, hav- 
ing rais'd an Army in Wales and the North, 
they march for London, and are met in the 
| | Way 
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Way by the King, Queen, and Somerſet, 
at St. Alban's, where was the firſt Blood 
drawn in this Quarrel between the two 
Roſes ; in this Battle Henry was defeated 
and taken Priſoner, but treated with all 
manner of Reſpect; on his Side fell the 
Duke of Somer/et, the pretended Occaſion 
of the War, the Earls of Northumberland 
and Stafford. This Deciſion of Fortune put 
the Management of Affairs intirely into the 
Hands of York, who as yet only pretended 
to redreſs Grievances, without laying any 
Claim to the Crown ; immediately after 


the Victory, 7ork and Warwick bring the 


King in Triumph to London, where the 
obliged him to call a Parliament; in whic 
it was enacted, That the Duke of York 
ſhould be Guardian and Protector of the 
Realm, tho? the King was 35 Years of Age 
at this Time. | 

Tr1s Indignity fo irritated the great 
Spirit of the Queen, that ſhe immediately 


rallied the Ruins of the Lancaſtrian Fac- 
tion, whom {he endeavour'd to infpire with 


Sentiments of Revenge equal to her own; 
but the Fortune of this Great Princeſs was 
not juſt to her Courage and Genius ; ſhe 
was defeated again at the Battle of Nor- 
thampton, whence ſhe narrowly eſcap'd 
with her Son the young Prince of Wales, 
leaving the unfortunate Henry a ſecond 

| time 
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time Priſoner : This new Succeſs gave 
freſh Hopes to the Duke of Vr, who 
convenes a new Parliament in the Name 
of Henry; in this Seſſions he thought it a 
proper Time to aſſert his Title to the 
Crown, which he knew indiſputably juſt: 
Upon this Reſolution, he took his Oppor- 
tunity in the Houſe of Lords, after he had 
firſt in a ſhort Harangue declared his 
Right, and the Injuries which his Family 
had received from the Houſe of Lancaſter, 
to place himſelf on the Throne; every 
body was too conſcious of his Right to 
make any Oppoſition, ſo that at laſt it was 
agreed in this Parliament, that Henry 
ſhould enjoy the Crown for his Life, and 
the Duke of Vor ſucceed him. 

Txr1s is certainly one of the moſt ſtrange 


Revolutions that ever happen'd in any | 


Country ; one might have thought the 
Crown of England at this Time ſecurely 


fix'd in the Houſe of Lancaſter, by a Pre- 


ſcription of ſixty Years, a Succeſſion of 
three Kings in a lineal Deſcent, two of 
which were very great and valiant Princes ; 
the third had been in Poſſeſſion almoſt 40 
Years, and at this Time hada Son with the 
Title of Heir to the Crown : By this 


Example we may ſee, that no Time can 


eſtabliſh, no Sanction of human Authori 
confirm, what is not originally in itſelf 
founded 
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founded on Truth, Equity, and Juſtice ; 
ſo weak and fallible is that abſurd Maxim, 
Factum valet, quod fieri non debuit; an Ex- 


cuſe firſt invented to palliate the unfledg'd 


Villany of ſome. Men, who are aſham'd to 
be Knaves, and yet have not the Courage 
to be honeſt. 
HERE we cannot but reflect on the Un- 
happineſs of theſe Times, in which both 
Sides might think themſelves in the Right, 
tho* the Houſe of York had indiſputably 
the juſt Title, in being deſcended from 
Lyonel Duke of Clarence, who was third 
Son to Edward the Third; whereas the 
Houſe of Lancaſter derived themſelves 
from the fourth ; but this was more than 
the common People knew, who could not 
be ſuppos'd to look back into Pedigrees ſo 
remote; they had ſeen a conſtant Succeſſion 
for three Deſcents in the Houſe of Lancaſ- 
fter ; every Man in his own Perſon had 
ſworn Allegiance to Henry the ſixth, his 
Father to Henry the fifth, and his Grand- 
father to Henry the fourth; all which Time 
the Title pretended by the Houſe of York 
had lain dormant : Theſe Conſiderations 
could not fail to engage a great many honeſt 
and well-meaning People on the wro 
Side; whereas in more modern Diſputes of 
Title, the Plainneſs of the Caſe has left no 
Room tor any thing but Fool or Knave to 
whoever 
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whoever is not in the right; but it was at 
this Time the Will of Heaven equally to 
divide the Nation, that the War might con- 
tinue the longer ; the whole Body of the 
People being now to be puniſh'd tor their 
Rebellion againſt Richard the ſecond, and 
afterwards breaking thro? the Conſtitution, 
in laying aſide the Family of Mortimer, 


who were preſumptive Heirs, and had been 


ſo declared by that King, in whoſe Room 
they unjuſtly ſubſtituted Harry of Lanca/ſ- 
ter, who could have no manner of juſt 
Pretence to the Crown till the Race of 
Mortimer were extinct. 

Tu Ar Injuſtice now evidently occafion'd 
this long, bloody, and unnatural Civil 
War, in which were conſumed 200000 
common Soldiers, 10000 of the N bility, 
Gentry, and Perſons of Diſtinction, all 
the Princes of the Blood, three Kings, 
and at laſt the great Race of Plantagenet 
extinguiſh'd; if all which Miſeries could 
have been foreſeen at the Depoſition of 
Richard the ſecond, it is probable the 


People of England would not have bought 


at ſuch a Price the Exchange of two 
Kings. 

AFTER this Settlement the Duke of 
York thought himſelf ſecure of the 
Crown, which he was deſtin'd never to 


wear himſelf, tho? it deſcended on his 


Family ; 
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Family; for now the Queen and the new 


Duke of Somerſet, who after the Battle 
of Northampton were fled into Scotland, 
return'd with a great Power of Scots and 
other Northern Engliſh, once more to 

their Fortune: Upon this the Duke 
of York, leaving the King in ſafe Cuſto- 
dy, immediately marches againſt Queen 
Margaret with much an interior Force ; 
but this Defect he thought ſufficiently 
ſupply'd by the Goodneſs of his Troops, 
relying too much on their Courage and 
his own 55 Fortune, which yet had ne- 
ver abandon'd him: The Event ſhewd 
the Raſhneſs of this Reſolution, which 
was contrary to the Advice of his Friends, 


who would have perſuaded him to ſtay 


till his Army grew ſtronger by freſh Re- 
inforcements ; this Counſel was certainly 
right, but the Duke, blinded by his De- 
ſtiny, and carried on by his natural Ar- 
dour, would nevertheleſs engage the Ene- 
my, by whoſe Number over-power'd, he 
loſt both the Day and his Life; his Son 
the young Earl of Rutland, a Child of 
twelve Years old, was inhumanly ſtabb'd 
by the Lord Ci ford, tho? he be 6.0 his 
Life on his Knees; the Earl of Salisbury, 
Father to Warwick, was taken Priſoner 
and beheaded; nor was more Reſpect 
{hewn to the Body of the Duke of wb 
whole 
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whoſe Head, crown'd with a Paper Dia- 
dem in Deriſion, by the Queen's Com- 
mand was ſet on the Walls of the City 
which gave him his Title. 

Tre World might have expected to 
have ſeen a new Turn of Affairs upon this 
Blow given to the Houſe of 7ork, but the 
ill Star of Henry was ſtill too predominant ; 
the Farl of March, who inherited all the 

reat Qualities of his Father, as well as 

is Pretenſions, had at the ſame Time de- 
feated a Party of Lancaſter on the Borders 
of Wales, in which Rencounter was taken 
Priſoner Owen Teuthor, who had married 
the Widow of Harry the fifth ; this Gen- 
tleman the Earl of March ſacrificed imme- 
diately to the Manes of the Duke of York 
his Father; after which, marching to Lon- 
don, he prevented the Queen by getting 
there before her; upon which Margaret 
was forced to retreat from the Sight of 
London back into the North: This gave an 
Opportunity to Edward to aſſert his Pre- 
tenſions, aſſume the Title of King, and by 
a noble Effort at once leap into that Throne, 
to which his Father, for want of the ſame 
Reſolution, had waited ſo long to be led 
by the People. | 
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E RE our Chronicles end the Reign 

of Henry the ſixth, a mild, harmleſs 
and devout Prince, who wanted Courage 
and Genius longer to ſupport ſo ill a Title; 
however we ſhall once more fee him on 
the Throne, and caſt down again by as 
ſudden a Revolution of Fortune. | 


Edward was hardly fix'd in his new 
Seat, before he ſaw himſelf once more 


oblig'd to win the Crown betore he could 
wear it; Henry and Margaret had ſtill on 
Foot a very conſiderable Force in the North, 
which Edward thought neceſſary to van- 

uiſh before he coul \ wage enjoy his good 
3 : upon this he marches North- 
ward, and at the famous Battle of Totton 
once more defeats the Army of Henry 
This cruel Day muſt fill the Reader with 
Horror, when he is acquainted with all the 
Circumſtances of this Battle, which is the 


moſt memorable of any ſince the Con- 


queſt, for the Obſtinacy of the Combar, 
which laſted two Days, and the Cruelty of 


the Slaughter, in the Account of which 


our Hiſtorians are fo particular as to tell us 
a definite Number of the {lain, viz. 36776: 
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166 A SHORT VIEW, &c. 
but what is more lamentable, this was all 
Engh/h Blood, ſhed = the mutual Rage 


of Fathers, Sons, and Brothers. This hor- 


rid Carnage was occaſion'd by an Or- 
der proclaim'd through Edward's Camp 
juſt before the Egagement, that none 
ſhould give or take ie which cruel 
Injunction was ſo ſtrictly perform'd, that 
no Perſon of any Note was made Prifoner 
but the Earl of Devonſhire, who had the 
Fortune to meet with an Enemy more ge- 
nerous than to obey ſo barbarous a Com- 
mand ; nevertheleſs this Humanity was of 
no further Service than to defer his Fate 
for a few Hours, in reſerving him for the 
more ignoble Stroke of the Axe ; it being 
the Cuſtom of theſe Times, either to give 


no Quarter at all, or elſe immediately to 


execute the Unfortunate in the Field of 
Battle, after a ſhort Time allow'd for 
Confeſſion. 7 

Tus Victory eftabliſh'd Edward in the 
Poſſeſſion of the Throne, confirm'd not 
long after by another 9 over the 
Enemy; ſo unſucceſsful at this Time were 


all the Attempts of the Houſe of Lanca/- 
ter; but what the Swords of his Enemies 
could not compaſs, the Deſtiny, or rather 
Imprudence of Edward, will bring to paſs: 
This Prince was the moſt beautiful Man 
of his Time, and not the leaſt — 

the 
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the Charms of his Perſon were none of 
the moſt inconſiderable Supports of his In- 
tereſt; they had already made ſo deep an 
Impreſſion on the Hearts of that Sex, who 
in all Ages behind the Curtain have go- 
vern'd the World, that the Citizens Wives, 
who are none of the moſt mortify'd Part 
of Womankind, had generally engaged 
their Husbands in his Intereſts, whoſe 


Purſes were as open to Edward as the 


Arms of their Wives; thus this young King 
ſupported himſelf by a particular Conduct, 
which would have ruin'd another in the 
Eſteem and Affections of his People; ſome 
of his Succeſſors, without other Helps bur 
what they could get by their Gal antry 

with the Ladies, would have been deſpi- 

cably poor. 
Bur tho? he ſucceeded ſo well with other 
Mens Wives, it was fatal to him to have 
one of his own, except he had made a 
more prudent Choice; for notwithſtand- 
ing he had been affianced to the Lady 
Bona, Siſter to the French. Queen, and 
Daughter to the Duke of Savoy, by: his 


Proxy the Earl of Warwick, whom he 


had ſent over on purpoſe as the moſt pro 
per Perſon to do Honour to that Solemni- 


ty, nevertheleſs falling in Love with a 


young Widow in the mean time, whoſe 
Charms were as reſiſtleſs as her Chaſtity 
M mexpug- 
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inexpugnable, he ſacrificed his Glory to his 
Paſhon, and married the Lady Grey, Re- 
lit of Sir John Grey kilPd on the Side of 
Lancaſter at the Battle of St. Albar's, at 
the ſame time declaring, that ſhe was on- 
ly fit to be his Wife who had diſdain'd to 
be his Miſtreſs: This Match was very im- 
proper in every reſpect; firſt, the Diſpa- 
rity of Condition, by which there was no 
Portion, Intereſt, or Alliances ; the Incon- 
venience of her having ſeveral Children 
already, beſides all the ill Conſequences 
which attend the Marriages of Kings with 
their Subjects, of which this was the firſt 
Example ſince the Conqueſt. 

As this Violation of Faith leſſen'd Ed- 
ward, not only in the Eſteem of foreign 
Princes but his own Subjects; ſo this At- 
front to the Lady more particularly irrita- 
ted the Parties concern'd, France and Sa- 
voy, who highly reſented ſo great an In- 
dignity ; nor was the Earl of Warwick leſs 


ſenſible of his own Injury in this Affair, 


tho? Prudence for a time made him ſmo- 
ther his Reſentment till a fit Oc 
of Revenge ; in order to which he works 


upon the flexible Nature of the Duke of 


larence, Brother to Edward, and debauches 
him from the Intereſt of his Family ſo far, 
as to conſpire the Reſtauration of Henry 
the ſixth; Warwick and Clarence, thus 
a He agreed, 


Kor. 
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EDWARD IV. 163 
agreed, confirm their Friendſhip by a 
Marriage between the Duke and a Daugh- 
ter of the Earl; after which they concert 
their Meafures to make War on Edward 
and depoſe him: Upon this Refolution 
they take Arms, and declare againſt Ed- 
ward as a Tyrant and Uſurper. The King, 
not 2 little ſurpriz*dat the Defection of his 
Brother, raiſes a conſiderable Army to op- 
905 his Enemies, when lull'd into Security 
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the Cunning of Warw:ick, he was one 
igh* ſurpriz'd in his Camp and made a 
Priſoner; here was a ſudden Revolution 
of Affairs which would have been more 
ſurprizing in any other Country leſs ob- 
. ſuch frequent Changes; but be- 
fore Warwick could make Uſe of his good 
> Fortune, the Careleſneſs of his Brother 
the Archbiſhop of 7574, to whoſe Cuſto- 
dy Edward was committed, by ſuffering 
his Priſoner to eſcape, fruſtrated all his 
Deſigns. 
Edward at Liberty immediately raiſes 
| new Forces, upon which Farw:ct and 
 Clarerice, unable to reſiſt by having too ſoon 
disbanded their Army, are forced to retreat 
into France, whence not long after return- 
ing with a fed Troops lent by that Crown, 
and all the Refugees of the Houſe of Lan- 
c.aſter, they form'd a very conſiderable Ar- 
my in Favour oſ Henry. : 
. M 2 Edward, 
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Edward, unable to reſiſt this ſudden In- 
vaſion, and perceiving a DefeCtion of his 
People to the Enemy, thought fitter to re- 
treat till the Storm ſhould ſpend its Fury, 
than, by ſtaying in a Houſe which was on 


Fire about his Ears, by his own Raſhneſs 


juſtify his Fate; upon which Conſideration, 
without one Stroke at this time to fave his 
Crown, he privately retreated on Shi 

board, and flew for Refuge to his Brother- 
in-law the Duke of Burgundy : This Con- 
duct of Edward was never afterward by 


his Enemies made a Pretence to refle&t on 


the Courage of this brave Prince, or in- 
validate his Title; the Word, Abdication, 
ia the abſurd Senſe in which it has been 
lately taken, not being known to the Sim- 
plicity of that honeſter Age. 
Tuts wonderful Turn re-eſtabliſh'd the 
Red Roſe, and ſeem'd to extirpate the 


White; Henry, who had been nine Years a a 


Priſoner in the Tower, is now again moun- 
ted on that 'Throne, with which he had 
ſo long been acquainted ; but whether or 
no he diſtruſted his Fortune, or elſe had 
his Mind alienated from the World by a 
long Habit of Devotion in his Confine- 
ment, he ſeem'd not ſo much to reliſh 
this new Proſperity as might have been 
expected. 
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Soo after in the next Parliament Ed. 
ward is declar d an Uſurper, and with all 
his Adherents attainted; by which we 
may ſee how little Regard in this one 
Point was to be had to the Decrees of 
that Aſſembly, who partook ſo much of 
the mutable Nature of thoſe who choſe 
them; it being remarkable, that all along 
in this Diſpute, the Parliaments ever re- 
cogniz'd the Victor and attainted the van- 
quiſh'd, with the fame Inconſtancy as the 
Rabble huzza'd whenever a new Revolu- 
tion gave them the Diverſion of a Holy- 
Day; which was now preparing; for E4- 


ward, aſſiſted by the Duke of Burgundy 


with two thoutand Dutch, a People de- 
ſtin'd to make Revolutions in England, 
lands in the North, where meeting with 
an unexpected Coldneſs in the People, he 
thought fit by a Meanneſs of Spirit un- 
worthy his Character, to wave his Pre- 
tenſions to the Crown, and delcare he on- 
ly came to poſſeſs his private Demeſnes; 
and to make the World believe that he was 
in earneſt, he wore the Cognizance of 
Prince Edward, Henry's Son, in his Cap: 
But ſoon afterwards finding his Friends 
flock to him, he marches for London, 
throws off his Diſguiſe, and ſeizes the 
Perſon of unfortunate Henry, who now 


is convey'd again to his old Prifon the 
M 3 Tower; 
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Toter; upon this the enſuing Parliament 
attaint the difpoſſels'd Henry, and acknow- 
ledge the Right of Edward, whom fix 
Months before the ſame Authority had de- 
clar'd an Uſurper. 

Edward thus reſeated muſt fight again 
for his Crown ; the Earl of Warwick had 
another Army ready to diſpute his Title, 
but by the Perfidy of Clarence, who now 


deſerted his Party and went to the King, 


this great Man loſt both the Battle of 
Barnet and his Life: Tho? this Victor 

might ſeem for ever to ſettle the Houſe 
of York on the Throne, a few Days dif- 
cover'd that Edward muſt once more re- 
new his Toils and Dangers ; Queen Mar- 
garet and her Son Prince Edward land ia 
the Welt, whence deſigning to march into 
South Wales, where their Intereſt lay, 
they are overtaken at Teuksbury by the 
victorious Edward; at this Place the Houſe 
of Lancaſter made their laſt Efforts, be- 
ing defeated in a deeiſive Battle, and for 
a greater Aggravation of the Misfortune, 
the poor Prince Edward, only Son to Hen- 
ry, and the laſt Hope of his Family, fell 
into the Hands of the Conqueror, who 
with ungenerous Reproaches inſulting the 
Unfortunate, met with the ſame Return 
from the Fierceneſs of this young Prince, 
who aſſerted at this Time, with more 
Courage 


| 
| 
| 


Courage than Prudence, the Pretenſions 
of his Family ; upon which, the brutal 
Dukes of Gloceſter and Clarence fell upon 
him, and with repeated Stabs put an End 
to his innocent Life ; the Duke of Somer- 
fet drag'd from the Altar, with ſeveral 
other Perſons of Quality, was put to 
Death, this being the third Duke of this 
Family ſucceſſively who had fallen in 
this Quarrel either by Sword or Axe; 
a wonderful Fidelity, which ſeems to be 
tranſmitted to their Poſterity, by ſhining 
ſo conſpicuouſly at this Day in the illu- 
ſtrious Houſe of Beaufort: Not long af- 


ter, that Monſter the Duke of Geer 


buried the fame Dagger, already ftain'd 
with the Blood of the Son, in the Heart 
of the Father, then a Priſoner in the 
| Tower. Thus ended the miſerable Life 
of Henry the ſixth, who had ſo long 
been the Sport of Fortune, and whoſe In- 
nocence, Simplicity, and Devotion, could 
not defend him from the Vengeance due 
to the Guilt of his Grandfather Henry 
the fourth, in uſurping the Crown of Eng- 
land; this Method of Providence in pu- 
niſhing the Children for the Crimes of 
their Fathers, as it is too Sacred for our 
Scrutiny, ſo it ſhould be too terrible not 


to frighten the thinking Part of Mankind 
M 4 from 
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from purſuing ſuch pernicious and fatal 
Examples. 

AFTER this laſt Victory, Edward had 
no more Occaſion to draw his Sword; 
this State of Tranquillity gave him leave 
to indulge his Genius, and facrifice the 
reſt of his Days to his Pleaſures, in which 
Courſe of Life he not long ſurvived, dying 
in the 41ſt Year of his Age ; whether or 
no his Days were ſhorten'd by his own 
Intemperance, or the Practices of Gloceſ 
ter, who had already remov*'d his Brother 
Clarence to make Way for his Ambition, 
1s uncertain. | 


_ = 9 


EDWARD V. 
1483.) 
H E Death of Edward was not more 


fatal to his Family in Reſpect of 
the Minority of his Children, than in the 


Choice of a Guardian, who was their un- 


natural Uncle the Duke of Ghcefter ; it 
is very wonderful how Edward came to 
make ſuch a Choice, who could not be 
unacquainted with the villanous Diſpoſi- 
tion of his Brother; but perhaps appre- 
hending his Ambition, he * — 
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ſafeſt Way was to gratify that Paſſion by 


avancing him to the ſupremeſt Dignity 
next to the Crown, in Hopes this gene- 
rous Confidence and Truſt would oblige 
him to a greater Fidelity in his Charge: 
If this was the View of Edward, he knew 
not thorougly the Nature of that bound- 
leſs Appetite, which no Circumſtances of 
Life, tho* never ſo great, fo eaſy, glori- 
ous and deſirable, can ſatiate; for when 
one Proſpect is attain'd, there {till remains 
a farther Object of the reſtleſs Deſire. 

Tur firſt Advance of Richard towards 
his ill Deſigns was the Removal from the 
King's Perſon of all his maternal Relations, 
whom he firſt impriſon'd and then mur- 


der d; upon which the Queen-Mother, ap- 
prehending juſtly the Conſequence, fled 


with her ſecond Son into Sanctuary at 
Weſtminſter ; this Flight of the Queen's 
with her Son not a little diſturb'd Richard. 
whoſe Aim would have been loſt if he could 
not deſtroy both together; to remove there- 


fore this Obſtacle, he made Uſe of all his 


Addreſs and Hypocrily to get the Child in- 
to his Hands; at laſt his profound Diſſimu- 
lation, his Vows, Oaths, and other Arts, 
had too powerful an Influence on the Fears 
of an helpleſs and diſconſolate Woman; 
the Queen deliver'd her innocent Child to 
his bloody Executioner, who —_ 

m 
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him with his Brother in great Pomp and 
State to the Tower, which in reality h& 
made their Priſon, and not their Palace. 
THz next Advance thought neceſſary 
to prepare the Way to the Murder and 
Uſurpation was, to give the People wrong 
Impreſſions concerning the Legitimacy of 
his Brother's Children : This Task was 
undertaken by a mercenary Preacher 
of that Time, who in the Pulpit endea- 
vour'd to. vilify the Birth of the young 
King and his Brother, on pretence that 
King Edward had been precontracted 
to the Lady Elizabeth Lucy, before he 
married Queen Elizabeth ; but this Sermon 
had no other Effect, than to raiſe the Diſ- 
dain and Indignation of the Audience a- 
gainſt the ſcandalous Preacher. 
NEVERTHELESS Richard and the Duke 
of Buckingham were not in the leaſt dif- 
courag'd from purſuing their horrid De- 
ſign; how that great Nobleman, who 
had Ambition and Pretenſions of his own, 


came to be a Creature of Richard, and 


ſubſervient to this. Deſign, is unaccounta- 
ble; ſome ſay, the Protector promis'd 


him the Dukedom of Hereford, to which 
belong'd a vaſt Demean ; but whatever 


Engagements were between them, it 
is certain Rzchard afterwards kept not his 


Word, which might be the Reaſon of 
Buckingham's Diſgult. RICHARD 
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RICHARD III. 
[ 1483. ] 


HE Management and Artifices us'd 

by Buckingham to ſet the Crown on 
the Head of this Uſurper are too well known 
to be inſiſted on here; I ſhall only there- 
fore obſerve the remarkable Puniſhment 
on Buckingham, and the expected Ven- 
geance on Richard, who no ſooner had 


| robbed his Nephews of their Right but he 


thought fit to finiſh his Cruelty by the laſt 


Injuſtice in taking away their Lives; 


after which horrid Fact he grew as odious 
to the reſt of Mankind, as he was terrible 
to himſelf. ' 

AND now follow'd the juſt Puniſhment 
of the Duke of Buckingham, who fell a 
Sacrifice to the Security of that Greatneſs 
which he himſelf had rais'd ; whether or 
no Diſcontent, or Remorſe of Conſcience 
for the Share he had in the Injuſtice, firſt 
exaſperated him againſt Richard, is uncer- 
tain ; but ſoon after the Coronation of the 
Uſurper, he ſhew'd too ſenſible Marks of 
his Diſguſt, and retir'd from Court: This 
Conduct could not fail to raiſe the Tyrant's 
Jealouſy; for wicked Men are always ſu- 
ſpicious that every body will take 2 


| 
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them, what they are conſcious to have ra- 
viſh'd from others by the fame Violence: 
The Duke being ſummon'd to Court, not 
only refus'd to obey, but flew into open 
Defiance by riſing in Arms, which had no 
other Conſequences but his own Ruin; for 
being deſerted by his Soldiers, whoſe 
Superſtition was affected by an extraordi- 
nary Inundation of the River Severn, he 

was proſcrib'd, taken, and executed. 
AFTER this Succeſs Richard had no con- 
ſiderable Enemy to fear but the Earl of 
Richmond, who had been kept in nature of 
a Priſoner for along Time 1n the Court of 
the Duke of Britain ; the Perſon of this 
Nobleman, Richard endeavour'd by all 
Means to ſecure in his own Power, eſpecially 
upon Advice that his Enemies deſign'd to 
marry him to his Brother Edwards eldeſt 
Daughter, who had the indiſputable Title 
to the Crown: To prevent this fatal Deſign, 
he reſoly'd to add Inceſt to his other Crimes 
by marrying that Princeſs himſelf ; in 
order to which he poiſon'd his Wife 
ro make Room in his Bed, and at 
laſt got Poſſeſſion of his Miſtreſs's Per- 
ſon; but before he could put his im- 
pious Deſigns in Execution, the Earl of 
Richmond, ſpurr'd by an abſolute Neceſ- 
ſity, with ſome Troops and a few Fol- 
lowers of his Fortune, landed in ages 
| : Ie 
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the Eſteem of the one added to the De- 
teſtation of the other ſoon drew a con- 


ſiderable Army to his Banners; upon 


which Richard, with a Force that fol- 
low'd him more out of Fear than Incli- 
nation, marches againſt him, and at the 
Battle of Boſworth loſt the Day, his 
Crown, and Life together; but not till 
he had firſt given convincing Proots of 
an undaunted Courage, which the Con- 
ſcience of ſo many Crimes could not ſtag- 
ger; a Reſolution, which ſhould have 
adorn'd a better Man, and defended a 
juſter Title. | | 
I this wicked Prince ended the Reign 
of the Plantagenets, there being at this 
Time one Male left of that illuſtrious Fa- 
mily, who was afterwards ſacrificed to the 
Security of Richard's Succeſſor. 

SUCH is thediſmal Cataſtrophe of Am- 
bition, whoſe fatal Conſequences made 
ſo terrible a Havock in this Great Race, 
who had reign'd 300 Years with fo 
much Glory to themſelves, and Honour 


to their Country, and * in Proba- 


bility have ſat on this Throne till the 
End of the World, being ſo numerouſly 
branch'd, if they had not deſtroy'd one 
another by Diſcord and Civil Diſſenſion, 
to gratify an impotent and boundleſs Thirſt 
of Empire. 
SECTION 


[174] 
SECTION IV. 


HENRY VII. 
[ 1485. ] 


al TER the Fight, Sir William 
YA WM. 5fan/ey, to whoſe Revolt from 
the Party of Richard was ow- 

| ing the Victory of Richmond, 
finding the Crown of the ſlain Uſur- 


— 


per in the Field of Battle, plac'd the 


glorious Spoil on the Head of the for- 
tunate Conqueror; which Ceremony, ſe- 
conded by the Acclamations of the Sol- 
diers, who faluted him King, gave Her- 
y a Title to a kind of military Election, 


ohe was fonder of a Right by Con- 


queſt, and his Pretenſions to the Houſe 
of Lancaſter, both which he ſeem'd to 
mow to that which was his juſteſt and 
rongeſt, the Matrimonial Title, the laſt 
being cemented by the Affections of the 
People, who were generally devoted to 
the Houſe of Pr: This happy Union 8 
the 
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the Perſon of Elizabeth, Daughter to Ed. 
ward the fourth, put an End to that fatal 
Diviſion, which near fourſcore Years had 
flPd England with a conſtant Scene of 
Blood and Horror. 

Tuis Henry Tudor we may reckon a- 
mong our great, wiſe and valiant Princes, 
tho? his natural Frugality, eſpecially in 
his latter Years, degenerated inta the 
neighbouring Vice of Avarice, which had 
very ill Conſequences on the Property and 
Eaſe of his Subjects: My Lord Bacon, 
who has particularly wrote the Life of 
this Prince, has taken great Pains to ſet 


him out in the moſt ſhining Colours, as a 


perfect Pattern of conſummate Wiſdom ; 
tho? after all, he ſeems rather to give the 
World an Idea what ſuch a Prince ſhould 
have been, than really what he was; his 
Virtues being ftain'd by ſome Inſtances of 
Ingratitude and Cruelty, which laſt Qua- 
lity ſeems to run in a conſtant Vein with 
one Exception, through the whole Race of 
Tudor, more or leſs, as we ſhall find in 
the Sequel of their Story. 

Henry had no ſooner confirm'd himſelf 
on his new Seat, by a Marriage with the 
Princeſs Elizabeth, but he ſhew'd an In- 
ſtance of his Ingratitude by a Coldneſs 
and Neglect of that Princeſs, to whoſe 
Right he was ſo oblig'd for his own; which 
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Benefit he was ſo unwilling to acknow- 
ledge, that he deferred the Coronation of his 
Queen as long as he could, till the Diſcon- 
tents and Murmurs of the People oblig'd 


him to that Ceremony; this impolitick 


Neglect of the Houſe of York reviv'd the 
Affections of the Nation to that Family, 
and made him be haunted with thoſe Spec- 
tres afterward, which diſturb'd a great 
Part of his Reign. 

Tur Impoſtures of Lambert Fimnell, 
and Perkin Warbeck, both ſupported by 
the Dutcheſs of Burgundy, a mortal Ene- 
my to the Houſe of Lancaſter, are the 
moſt ſurprizing Incidents in the Engliſb 
Story; but ſince both theſe Adventures 
have been written ſo accurately by the 
great Lord Bacon, it would be an unne- 


ceſſary Preſumption to trouble the Rea- 


der with any Relation of thoſe Affairs; 
for which reaſon I ſhall be ſhorter in the 
Account of this Reign, which has had 
the good Fortune to be illuſtrated by fo 
reat a Pen, and only take Notice of two 
indelible Blemiſhes in his imaginary Hero. 
The firſt was the Cruelty ſhewn to 
Edward Plantagenet Earl of Warwick, who 
having been confin'd from his Infancy, firſt 
by R:chard the third, and afterwards by 
the preſent King, was drawn into a Con- 
ſpiracy by Perkin Warbeck a Priſoner a 
the 
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the ſame Time in the Tower, to make 
his Eſcape, which Attempt was juſtifiable 
by the Laws of Nature and Self-preſerva- 
tion; thus for no other Crime but too near 
a Title to the Crown, was this poor Prince 
put to death : But what aggravates the 
Barbarity was, that this Perkin under- 
hand was employ'd purpoſely to decoy 
this unhappy Youth into that Deſign, that 
the ſuſpicious Henry might have a Pretence 
to take away his L'fe : This Earl of War- 
wick was the laſt Male Plantagenet, and 
certainly an Object of Compaſſion, if it 
were only on account of his Simplicit 

and Innocence, occaſion'd by his cloſe 
Confinement; for it is reported, that he 
was ſo perfectly ignorant of the World, 
as to ask what . a Cock was when 


he ſaw one from his Window. 


THE next will be an Inſtance of as 
much Ingratitude as Injuſtice in this 
Prince; Sir William Stanley his Chamber- 
lain, the Perſon who had ſet the Crown 
on his Head after the Battle of Boſworth, 
was executed for Words only, which a 
very hard Conſtruction could wreſt into 
Treaſon: My Lord Bacon endeavours to 

[late this Action by an Excuſe, which, 
inſtead of Extenuation, aggravates the 
Horror of this Ingratitude ; his Words are, 


Wat the Death of this great Man was 


N fiveeten'd 
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ſweetend to Henry by a vaſt Conſiſcation; 
as if the Atrocity of the Fact, in taking 
away an innocent and deſerving Man's 
Life, were leſſen'd by an Addition of In- 
juſtice, in robbing his Poſterity, Covetouſ- 


neſs being a very ill Excuſe for Murder; 


if the Hiſtorian had only defended this 
Conduct by the Neceſſity of the Times, 
and Henry's Apprchenſions of Dangers, it 


would have been more pardonable, it be- 


ing only a Weakneſs to be timorous, but 
a Crime: to be unjuſt. | 
Tux laſt Years of this King's Reign 
were totally ſpent in plundering the Peo- 
ple, by reviving obſolete Penal Statutes, 
which brought into the Exchequer vaſt 
Confiſcations, tho* attended by the Curſes 
of the People ; the two chief Inſtruments 
of this Oppreſſion were, Empſon and Dud- 
ley, two Projectors, who juſtly afterwards 
ſuffer'd for theſe Violences in the ſucceed- 
ing Reign of Henry the eighth, to make 
Way for whom, his Father opportunely 
died juſt as he came of Age, before he was 
diſturb'd by the Ambition, great Spirit, 
and better Title of his Son, whoſe Princi- 
pies robably would have very little re- 


rain'd him from ſuch a Conduct towards 
his Father. ö 
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HE N RV VIII. 
[ 1509. ] 


HE Greatneſs of Mind in this Prince, 
the Beauty of his Perſon, 3 


cence, Courage, and other great Qualities, 
preſag d a more auſpicious and ſhining 


Reign than what we ſhall ſee blacken'd 


by the higheſt Examples of barbarous Ty- 
ranny ; a Reign, which even the moſt flagi- 


tious of the Roman Emperors, Chriftiern 
of Denmark, Don Pedro of Caſtile, or the - 


Ruffian V afilouich, could not exceed in ſome 
Inftances of Blood, Cruelty, and immenſe 


Profufion ; fo juſt and true is that Aſſertion 
of the great Ralegh, That if the Pifture if 


Tyranny were hft, the Original might 
retriev'd in the Life of this King; the ve- 
54 Commencement of whoſe Reign was 


in'd with Blood, at which Time Prin- 


enenerally tura their beſt Side outer- 
f, by Acts of Mercy and Indulgence, 
ive the People the better Impreſſions 
of their future Government 
Tux firſt Noble Blood ſhed, was that 
of Delapool Earl of Suffolk, who had been 
detain'd in Priſon ſeveral Years by Harry 
the ſeventh, who only ſpared his Life up- 
on a Parole given to Philip the Archduke, 
| ; N 2 when 
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when that Prince unworthily deliver'd this 
unfortunate Nobleman, upon a Promiſe not 
to take away his Life; but as if ſuch an 
Evaſion could falve his Honour and Con- 
{cience, Henry upon his Death-bed com- 
manded his Son to ſecure him; a very odd 
Legacy of Blood to be left by a dying 
Man, whoſe Thoughts ſhould have been 
otherwiſe imploy'd in the laſt Moments; 
this Injunction was not more uncharita- 
bly left by the Father than impolitickly ex- 
..ecuted by the Son, by which Action he 
gave his People a new Specimen of that 
Cruelty which ſo conſtantly rag'd the reſt 
of his Reign, which commenc'd indeed 
with an Air of Magnificence and Grandeur 
above the Luxury of that Time; nothing 
to be ſeen but Tilts, Tournaments, Balls, and 
ſuch Diverſions, in which the King him- 
ſelf, very gracetul in his Perſon, and adro:t : 
in his Exerciſes, had always the moſt conſi- 0 
derable Part; but tho? theſe Entertainments 5 
might ſeem worthy a great young Prince, 
who had a mind to ſhew the World the 
I; | Magniticence of his Court, yet they were 
| very fatal in their 2 by giving 
[ him a conſtant Habit of Expence, till the 
Treaſures of the Crown were ſo exhauſted, 
F as to put him upon thoſe impious Meaſures 
1 to ſupport his Neceſſities, by Sacrilege and 
1 unjuſt Confiſcations. 
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Bur now, to ſhew the World his Puiſ- 
ſance and Power, as well as Riches and 
Grandeur, he reſolv'd on a War with 
France, in which he was not ſo ſucceſsful 
on an Element, which Nature ſeems to 
have appropriated to the I' riumphs of the 
Engh/þ ; for in an Attempt upon Bref,, 
his Fleet was defeated, and Sir Edward 


Howard, who commanded, being board- 


ed by the French Gallies, was with a half 
Pike thrown into the Sea and drown'd ; 
but tho' he was more fortunate in his 
Enterprizes on Land, yet the Succeſs did 
not anſwer the Vaſtneſs and Expence of 


the Preparations ; which were as Magni- 


ficent as Warlike ; the Engi/b Camp in 
this Expedition having more the Air of 
the Eaſtern Luxury, than that rugged 


Simplicity and Plainneſs which made the 


Arms of our Anceſtors at Crecy and Poic- 
tiers at once ſo terrible and ſucceſsful: 
The very Sails of his own Ship, in which 
he went to Calais, were all Cloth of Gold, 
with all other proportionable Marks of 
Parade and Oftentation in the Funiture 
and other Habiliments of his Army, which 
were no ſooner debark'd, but Henry ini- 
mediately march'd and laid Siege to Te- 
roenne ; while he lay before this Place, 
the Emperor Maximilian came to the Eng- 
% Camp, and purting on the Croſs Ww 
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St. George, ſerv'd as a private Centinel, 
with a Stipend of an hundred Crowns per 
Diem, an Honour that was never done to 
any King before: The French reſolv'd to 
raiſe the Siege, but were defeated in the 
Attempt, and from their making leſs Uſe 
of their Swords, than their Spurs, this 


Battle was call'd by that Name; upon 
this Succeſs, inſtead of purſuing his Vic- 


tories after the Surrender of this Town 
and alſo Tournay, which he took ſoon at- 
terward, Henry ſpent the Reſidue of the 
Campain in Balls and Revels, having ſe- 
veral Ladies in the Camp to compleat 
theſe Diverſions; while he lay before this 
laſt Place there happen'd a Paſſage, which 
I mention only to ſhew the different No- 
tions.of Honour 1n paſt Ages from what we 
find in our own degenerate Times; James 
the 4th of Scotland, in Defence ot his an- 
_ cient Ally the French King, ſent his Herald 
| Lyon King at Arms to defy Henry, and 
denounce War againſt him, in caſe he did 


not immediately deſiſt from moleſting his 


good Friend the King of France; Henry, 
having given Audience to the Herald, 
diſmiſs'd him with a conſiderable Re- 
ward and a Contempt of his Meſſage: 
This is a much nobler Method of makin 

War, than by a Violation of the Law o 

Nations to fteal into one another's Terri- 
| | tories, 
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tories, without any previous Declarati- 
ons of Hoſtility, or the leaſt Complaint 
of an Injury, and at the ſame time with 
the moſt ſolemn Aſſeverations deny b 

the Mouths of their Miniſters any ſuc 

Intention; ſuch is the Difference between 
little Burghers in a Common-wealth, and 
generous Princes, who think the Preſer- 
vation of their, Honour the chiefeſt Sup- 
port of their Majeſty : The King of Scots, 
to be as good as his Word, invades Eng- 
land, but was defeated by the Earl of 
Surrey, and ſlain at the Battle of Fladden; 
this being the third King of Scotland either 
kilPd or taken Priſoner in the Invaſion of 
England ſince the Conqueſt, which Con- 
ſideration one would think ſhould make 
Buchanen not brag ſo much of his Coun- 
trymens frequent Victories over the Eng- 


105. 


returns Triumphant, after a Conſump- 
tion of more Treaſure in this one Cam- 

in, than ſome of his Anceſtors ſpear 
in the Reduction of the whole Dutchy 
of Normandy; this War, and his other 
riotous Expences, reduc'd him to great 
Neceſſities; the Sum of One Million 
Eight Hundred Thouſand Pounds, which 
was left in ready Money by his Father, 
being all waſted, beſides the conit2nt 

| N 4 Revenues 
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Revenues of the Crown: This forc'd him 
to call a Parliament, who ſeem'd willing 
to ſupply the Neceſſities of the Govern- 
ment with as much as they thought rea- 
ſonable ; but when Cardinal Woſſey de- 
manded 800,000 /. which he propos'd 
ſhould be rais'd by a Tax of four Shil- 
lings in the Pound, they fell into great 
Heats and Debates ; nevertheleſs at laſt, 
to comply with the King's Defires as far 
as they could, they agreed to two Shil- 
lings, which the People no ſooner heard, 
but they threaten'd to tear their Repre- 
ſentatives to Pieces for being ſo free of 
their Money; by which we may ſee the 
difterent Tempers of our Anceſtors and 
Ourſelves, who are ſo much better Sub- 
The Ken jects, as lately to petition for 
Fetition. heavier Taxes, 3 having 
given ſo many Years together twice that 
Sum; ſo far can a Spirit of Faction tranſ- 
port Mankind even to puniſh themſelves. 
Henry, torc'd to be contented with this 
Supply, carry'd on the War againſt France 
till boch Sides equally weary deſir'd 
Peace, which was ſoon after ratify'd, 
when Francis the firſt of France was 
releas d from his Captivity in Spain. This 
Peace with France made ill Blood be- 
tween Henry and the Emperor Charles 


the fifth, which Miſunderſtanding partly 


laid 
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laid the Foundation of thoſe Diſorders, 
that have ſo much blacken'd the Memo- 
ry of this Prince; for his Picque to the 
mperor, and his own vicious Inclinati- 
a ons together, firſt made him hearken to 
any Notion of the Unlawtulneſs of the 
Marriage between himſelf and Catharine 
of Aragon, who was his Brother's Wi- 
Gow and Aunt to Charles the fifth ; 
or it is very unconceivable that ſuch a 
Scruple ſhould be real after 20 Years Co- 
habitation, the Lawfulneſs of this Marriage 
having been ſufficiently canvaſs'd before, 
when they thought it neceſſary to have 
a Diſpenſation from the Pope: Tis 
ou t that Yolſey firſt put this Notion 
into 
the Emperor for making him mils the 
Papal Chair; others ſay, his Confeſſor 
Longland firſt ſtated this Matter, and that 
the French made ſome Scruple in this 


Point, when a Match was propos'd be- 


tween the King's Daughter Mary, born 


| of this Marriage, and the Duke of 


Orleans, 

Bur the moſt probable Opinion is, that 
this voluptuous Prince rather tfollow'd 
the Dictates of his Luſt, than any real 
Emotions of Conſcience ; for he had al- 
ready fix'd his Affections on Anne Bolen, 
who had been bred with his —_— the 

Ourt 


is Head to gratify his Revenge on 
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Court of France; the Charms of this 
new Miſtreſs made him fo much more 
diſreliſh his Wife, the Diſparity of whoſe 
Age had render'd her not very agree ible 
at firſt, for ſhe was ſomewhat older than 
Henry; ſo that it is highly probable the 
Deſire of a younger Bride made him fo 
earneſtly ſue for a Divorce, in which At- 
fair the Delays and Shuffling of the Court 
of Rome made him ſo impatient, that in 


Revenge he threw off the Obedience to, 


that See, and was divorc'd by Cranmer 
Home, made Archbiſhop of Canterbury 
for this Purpoſe: : Thus was Catharine of 


Aragon, after ſo long a Conhabitation, and 


being the Mother of three Children, re- 
pudiated, a Woman of ſuch exemplary 
Piety and other great Virtues, as gave a 
Reputation to the Spaniſh Wives. 

AT the fame 'Time Henry, not able to 
mortify his Paſhon any longer, privately 
married Anne of Bolen, who was a young 
Woman rather agreeable than 8 
but of greater Beauty than Reputation, 
having been bred in a Court that was too 
debauch'd for Virtue long to ſubſiſt un- 
blemiſh'd ; but tho* ſhe might be inno- 
cent in the main, ſhe was certainly not 
of ſo clear a Character as a certain Au- 
thor would infinuate, who has writ a 
tedious Hiſtory of the great Revolution 
| in 
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in the Church at this Time; but we muſt 
not too implicitly — on the Credit of 


a Perſon whoſe Diſingenuity in that 
Book, by a falſe Quotation of Records, 
in inſerting ſome Words, and leaving out 
others, as they would make for his Pur- 
poſe, beſides the Partiality of his other 
Writings, has juſtly funk him in the Opi- 
nion of all good Men long ago, nor is he 
now leſs deſpicable in the Eyes of his own 
Party ; fo that all the Dirt, that he has 
flung on Meſſieurs Maimbourg and Yarit- 
las, may be juſtly retorted on himſelf, if 
any thing could mortify a Man of ſo much 
Aſſurance, as to pick out thoſe ver 
Crimes to charge on others, of which his 
own Conſcience muſt needs tell him he 
is ſo guilty himſelf; this is a very unac- 
countable Weakneſs, but common to all 
diſingenuous Natures. 

Tr1s Marriage of the King with Anne 


Bolen was the Ruin of Woolſey, who, if he 


did influence him in the Scruple of his 
firſt Marriage, never deſign'd to carry 
that Affair ſo far as that the King ſhould 
marry that Lady, who was ſuſpected of 
Lutheraniſm. The King, perceiving that 
the Cardinal juggled with him in this 
Matter, and underhand retarded his Di- 
vorce in the Court of Rome, with a 
Deſign to prevent his Marriage, began — 


—... K ⅛˙vnLßͤ 8 
. w 2 82 2 2 . py * 5+ - - 
- a | = i 


= : , — py 72 = 1 — 
* 4 3 r I AK 5 2 2 — . 
2 * — - = / CLI me 4 IST. ae FE -— 5 3 v4 h * 
— , Ga 24 28 L 
. : 5 — „ 


i 

[ 

b 

14 
5 


. — — — 


= — _ — — ——_ 
= — — 2 


r . . . pu foe 
* ; — — a 


188 A SHORT VIEW, &c. 


be diſffatisfy'd with him, and at laſt threw 
him to the Ground with as much Levity, as 
he had rais'd him before above the Con- 
dition of any Subject. 

Is this Revolution of his Fortune 
Woljey found very little Compaſſion, ha- 
ha diſguſted the World by his Pride 
and Infolence when in Power, a Fault al- 
moſt inſeparable from the Meanneſs of 
his Birth and Profeſſion ; but the greateſt 
Obloquy that he lay under was occaſion'd 
by his procuring the Death of the Duke 
of Buckingham, the laſt Duke of that No- 
ble Family ; this gave Occaſion to the 
Emperor Charles, according to the Wit of 
that Age, to make a/wretched Clinch, in 


laying, That @ Butcher's Dog had worried 


the forth Buck in Chriftendom. 

/olſey, thus deſerted by the King, 
was expos'd to the Malice of his Ene- 
mies, who charg'd him in Parliament with 
ſeveral Articles containing High Miſde- 
meanors, one of which is very remarkable, 
That having the French Pox upon him, he 
preſum'd to breath in his Highneſs's Face; 
either that Diſtemper was more infectious, 
or Majeſty more facred, in thoſe Days 
than ours, for if ſuch a Preſumption was 
as criminal now,, the Levees and Couchees 
of Princes would not be ſo very much 
crowded, yr 
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Tux Fall of Yolſcy gave Riſe to Crom- 
well, who was his Creature and Servant; 
his wonderful Fidelity to his Maſter, 


whom he ſo well defended when attack d 


by the Houſe of Commons, firſt recom- 
mended him to the King, who rais'd him 
ſoon after from an equal Meanneſs of 
Birth with that of his fr Patron, to the 
Dignity of Earl of Eſex and Vicar-Ge- 
neral of England : This Cromwell was Hen- 
ry's chief Inſtrument in demoliſhing Ab- 
beys and Religious Houſes, to which At- 
tempt the King was firſt encourag'd b 

the Example of Wolſey, who had ſuppreſ- 
ſed ſome Frele Foundations to endow his 
Colleges at Oxford and 1pfioich, It is cer- 
tain, there were very great Abuſes in theſe 
Places at this Time, which requir'd a Re- 
formation ; but on the other hand it is 
very ill Surgery to lop a Limb, while there 
is any Hopes of a Cure; there is no hu- 


man Inſtitution, but will be liable to ſome \ 


Errors and Inconveniences; but if the 
.Good on the other hand out-ballances the 
the Ill, we ought fo to diſtinguiſh, as to 
preſerve one and remove the other : Theſe 
Places were firſt founded by the Piety of 
our Anceſtors, with a charitable Deſign, 
to give a Retreat to ſuch Perſons as had a 
mind to detach themſelves from the At- 
fairs of the World, and dedicate Fur 

ves 
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Lives to the Service of God in a State of a \ 
Quiet and Devotion : By theſe People were 1 
the Hungry fed, the Naked cloathed, and H: 
the Dead y fines with all other Acts of th 
Charity which ſeem ſo eſſential to the | 0 
Spirit of Chriſtianity ; but to all this may 1 
be objected, that tho? theſe were the De- 1 
ſigns of the firſt Founders, theſe Houſes 13 
by the Corruption of Time were degene- Ba 
rated into Nurſeries of Sloth and Lewd- | 
neſs ; however, tho" there might be ſome | al 
Inſtances of this Nature, it doth not fol- 1 
low that an Inftitution ſhould be abo- 13 
liſh'd for the Abuſe of it, any more than fi 
that there ſhould be no Inns to receive : d 
honeſt Travellers, becauſe ſome publick 1 
Houſes harbour Thieves and Highway- ; : 


men ; a ſevere Viſitation might have cor- 
rected theſe Abuſes, without turning looſe 2 
ſo many Religious into the World, which 

by the moſt folemn Vows they had aban- EX 
don'd before, and in which the greateſt 13 
Part were unable to ſubſiſt for Want of f 
an Education to have qualified them for 

other Profeſſions; but it is no Wonder if 

the looſer Part of theſe People themſelves i 
willingly embrac'd this Releaſe from their ' 
Vows, Mankind being generally more 
prone to Pleaſure than Mortification and 
Penance; it is no Wonder if a great 
many thought it more agreeable to lie in 
a warm 
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a warm Bed, and in the Arms of a beau- 
tiful Wife, than in a Cell on a Mat, with 
Hair Shirts and Midnight Diſcipline: If 
theſe poor Orders have miſtook the Way 
to Heaven, which they take ſo much Pains 
to find, all we can lay is, that they are 
very unfortunate to deny themſelves the 
Comforts of this World, and at laſt not 
to meet the Rewards of the next, 

To the Want of theſe Retreats, eſpeci- 
ally Nunneries, in a great meaſure are to 
be aſcrib'd the ſeveral Inconveniences we 
lie under at this Day; eſpecially ſince the 
frequent Marriages of the meaner and in- 


1,61 Clergy, who, having no temporal 
E 


ates to ſupport their Families after their 
Death, leave their Wives and Daughters 
deſtitute and neceſſitous, who being too 
ud or lazy, to work, often rake ill 
ourſes to ſubſiſt; all which might be 
prevented, if there were Places to receive 


and ſupport them in a virtuous and com- 


fortable Way of Life: From this Defect 
reſults the Lewdneſs of theſe abandoned 
Times, more than from any Viciouſneſs 
in the Temper or Conſtitution of the Eng- 
hſh, ſince we ſo ſeldom find theſe Diſor- 
ders in Women of Birth, Fortune and E- 
ducation ; while others in ill Circumſtan- 
ces generally ſacrifice themſelves to their 
Vanity and Neceſſities; the r of 

| ne 


N 


3 


— 
« » 


© 


Og 
Oo 


HY gs 5 8. 
- . > 4 — = OY — 


1 
— 4 \ 


= 3 * 


192 A SHORT VIEW, &c. 


fine Cloaths, and to live voluptuouſly 
wich Splendor, having too ſtrong an In- 
fluence on the Virtue and Conſtancy of a 
young Woman, without a great Guard 
of Principle; eſpecially when theſe Temp- 
tations meet with that Sweetneſs of Tem- 
per, that Softneſs and Good-nature, which 
15, or ſhould be, eſſential to the charniing 
Sex. 1 

Henry, having glutted his Avarice with 
theſe Spoils, which in the Main did him 
no great Good, the greateſt Part of theſe 
Lands being fold for almoſt nothing, or 
elſe given to the rapacious Courtiers, re- 
laps'd into his old Fits of Cruelty, of 
which his new Wife Anne Bolen muff now 
be the Object: Whether or no he really 
belicy'd the Crime with which he charg'd 
her, Adultery, or elſe grown weary of her 
Embraces, remov'd her to make Way for 
another more agreeable, is uncertain ; 
however, on a ſudden ſhe was committed 
to the Tower, and ſoon after arraign'd, 
condemn'd and beheaded : It is remark- 
able, that this Lady's own Father fat as 
one of her Judges, and gave the firſt Vote 
to pronounce her guilty ; the World was 
ſurpriz d that upon the Scaffold ſhe neither 
own'd or deny*d her Crime, of which {he 
took not the leaſt Notice, tho* no leſs than 


Adultery and Inceſt with her own Bro- 
| ö 
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ther: This ſeems to confirm the Proverb- 
That Szlence gives Conſent, The Lady Ca- 
tharine Howard, afterward in the ſame Cir- 
cumſtances upon the a OO tho? 
ſhe own'd ſome Failings before Marriage 
with the King, aſſerted with the moſt ſo- 
lemn Aſſeverations her Fidelity to his Bed. 
This was natural, and makes the Conduct 
of the other the more unaccountable, that 
any innocent Woman {ſhould not think 
her ſelf obliged in her laſt Moments to 
do Juſtice to 0 Reputation, when telling 
Truth could have no other Conſequence — 
but her own Juſtification. This gave a 
Handle to her Enemies to inſinuate, that 
the Daughter ſhe lately bore was begotten 
by her Brother, a young Man in the Flow- 
er of his Age and Vigour. Whereas Har- 
ry VIII. at this time began to grow un- 
wieldy through an enormous Corpulence 
of Body, which, with other Debilities con- 
tracted by his conſtant Debauches, ſeem'd 
to render him leſs capable of getting a Vira. 
go. After all, her abſolute Silence extin- 
guiſh'd even the Charity of thoſe, who, 
unwilling to think that Queen E/zabeth 
ſhould be born of fuch a Mother, would 
have been glad of any Handle to believe 
that unfortunate Woman injur'd. Upon 
which he married Jane Seymour, by whom 
he had Edward the fixth, which Son, 
DE” 0 ſome 


JJ ĩð ERS 
* — be * 


2 — — 
2 + + = 


9 * — * — = — — V 
- * 4. 2 
® + 


—— 


194 A SHORT VIEW, Ge. 


ſome report, he brought into the World 
with as much Violence as he us'd to ſend 
his Wives out, by commanding, the Belly 
of his Mother to be ripp'd when her De- 
livery was deſperate ; but this Story, wan- 
cng Authority to ſupport it, muſt not be 
affirmed. 
AFTER the Death of Jane Seymour, h 
married Anne of Cleve, Daughter to the 
Duke of that Name in Germany, with 
whom, tho' he bedded conſtantly for ſix 
Months, he never conſummated the Mar- 
Triage, and at laſt moſt ſhamefully repudi- 
ated her: The next bold Woman who 
ventur'd to be his Wite was the Lady Ca- 


therine Howard, who ſoon after underwent. 


the Fate of Anne Bolen, being accus'd of 
the ſame Crime, of which, as I have juſt 
now intimated, ſhe averr'd her Innocence 
with the moſt ſolemn Proteſtations at her 
Death, tho? ſhe own'd her ſelf criminal be- 
fore Marriage : Upon this paſs'd a moſt 
abſurd and unreaſonable Act of Parlia- 
ment, to make it- Treaſon for any Wo- 
man, not a Virgin, to marry the King ; 
by which any pretended Maid, who had 


the Misfortune to be lik'd by Henry, was 


reduc'd to the Dilemma of ſpoiling her 
Fortune by accuſing herſelf, which is con- 
trary to the Law of Nature, or elſe. to 
venture her Neck in caſe of a Diſcovery. 


But 
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But his Inconſtancy was not greater to his 
Miſtreſſes than his Favourites, of which 
Levity in the King's Nature Cromwe!! ſome 
time before had taſted the Effects, who, 
falling into his Diſpleaſure on the Account 
of making that Match with Anne of 
Cleve, was attainted by Parliament and 
executed. 

AFTER this follow'd nothing but daily 
Executions, the moſt Noble Blood being 
pour'd like Water on the Ground by the 
Luſt and Cruelty of an inhuman Prince, 
who ſeem'd now to have his Conſcience 
ſear'd, and to thirſt the more for Blood the 
more he drank ; which when we conſider, 
What an Idea muſt we form of this pro- 
fligate Age, when Parliaments were ſo de- 
voted to attaint, Judges to condemn, and 
Juries to find guilty, the moſt Innocent, 
and ſometimes the moſt Deſerving, at the 
beck of ſuch a brutal Tyrant, whoſe Fu- 
ry equally rag'd againſt all Ranks, Sexes, 
and Conditions? No Greatneſs of Blood 
could protect the Nobility ; no Reve- 
rence to the Sanctity of their Profeſſion, 
the moſt holy Prelates; nor the Reſpe& 
owing to the tender Sex, the moſt inno- 
cent Women, from being made Objects 
of his Cruelty; for Margaret Counteſs of 
Salisbury, his own near Kinſwoman, and 


the only ſurviving Perſon of che Name of 
O 2 Planta- 
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Plantagenet, Daughter to the Duke of Cla- 
rence, and Siſter to that Earl of Warwick, 


who was ſo unjuſtly put to Death by Har- 


ry the ſeventh, was arraign'd and con- 
demn'd for no other Crime, but writing 
an affectionate Letter to her Son Reginald 
Pool: This Lady, not more illuſtrious for 
her high Birth than Piety and other extra- 
ordinary Virtues, not thinking fit to ſub- 
mit to her unjuſt and infamous Sentence, 
ſtruggled with the Executioner on the Scaf- 
fold; upon which ſhe was forcibly drag'd 
down to the Block, by the Hands of a 


Ruffian entangled in her hoary Locks, 


made venerable by almoſt eighty Years, 
a Spectacle of Horror which would have 
rais'd Compaſſion in all Breaſts ſuſceptible 
of noble and generous Impreſſions. 

THe valiant and noble Earl of Surrey, 
notwithſtanding his great Services, under- 
went the ſame Fate; ſoon after which the 
Tyrant died himſelf, unpitied even by his 
own Creatures, and execrated by all good 
Men, having own'd himſelf to his Con- 
feſſor, That he had never ſpard Man in his 
Rage, nor Woman in his Luft : The undiſ- 
turb'd Reign, and peaceable Death of this 
cruel Prince in his Bed, ſhews the unac- 
countable Temper of the Engh/h, who 
have moſt commonly in all Ages been in- 
ſolent and mutinous to their mild, * 

an 
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and virtuous Princes; and on the other 
hand, fawning and ſubmiſſive to Tyrants 
and Uſurpers ; otherwiſe it 1s unconceiv- 
able that Harry the eighth ſhould die in his 
Bed, and Charles the fo upon a Scaffold, 
a Prince, whoſe tranſcendant V irtues, fo far 
above the reſt of his Rank, have added a 
Dignity to the Name of King, and given 
a new Luſtre to the Majeſty of crown'd 
Heads: This King left his lich Wife the 


Lady Catharine Parre a Widow, who hap- 


n'd to die a natural Death, by having 
the ood Fortune ſo ſoon to loſe her Hus- 


band; for a Warrant was actually ſign'd 


to have ſent her to the Tower for a Here- 


tick next Day, it the King's ſudden Illneſs 
and Death had not prevented the Execu- 
tion of that Deſign. The Duke of Nor- 
folk eſcap'd by the ſame propitious Inci- 
dent; for he was to have follow'd his Son 
the Earl of Surrey that very Day, on 
which the Bounty of Heaven thought fit 
to relieve the World from ſuch a Monſter. 
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EDWARD VI. 
1547. 


DAR the ſixth was no more 
than nine Years old upon the Death 

of his Father, by whom he was left under 
the Guardianſhip of twenty-eight Perſons ; 
but to avoid the Inconvenience of ſo ma- 
ny Governors, the young King's Uncle the 
Earl of Hertford was choſen Protector, 
and ſoon after made Duke of Somerſet; 
this young Prince firlt eſtabliſh*d the Re- 
form'd Religion, to which his Father had 
open'd the Way, by annulling the Pope's 
Supremacy, tho* that Prince himſelf died 
in the Communion cf the Church of Rome, 
if in any; if this King had reign'd any 
conſiderable Time, the Hierarchy of the 
Church would probably have been de- 
ſtroy?d, and the National Religion reduc'd 
to the Form of Geneva; for in this Reign 
the Biſhoprick of Durham was difſolv'd, 
and moſt of the others robb'd of their 
Lands by Dudley, Somerſet, and the other 
Courtiers, the firſt of whom, tho' he died 
a Roman Catholick, made no Scruple to 
ſwallow Church-Lands; theſe Lands were 
not taken by Force, but baſely ſurrender'd 
by Men, who were made Biſhops on that 
Condi- 


EDWARD VI 199 


Condition: Ridley particularly gave to the 
Crown the Flower of the B be- 
longing to the See of London, by a ſolemn 
Indenture under his Hand; an odd Kind 
of Simony ! It is common to give Money 
for Biſhopricks, but theſe Men gave the 
Biſhoprick for a Share of the Money and 
the Title; ſo that it 1s not unlikely that 
thoſe Men, whoſe inſatiable Avarice was 
et unglutted with the Spotls of ſo many 
Religious Houſes, would too eaſily have 
work'd on the Zeal and pliant Nature of 
this young Prince to have given away the 
Lands of the Church, on pretence of a 
x Reformation; which impious De- 
18 


n about one hundred Years afterward 
involv'd three flouriſhing Kingdoms in a 
diſmal Civil War and Confuſion nineteen 
Years together. To the immature Death 
of this Prince, therefore, the Church of 
England at this Day owes the Preſervati- 
on of her Revenues, and the Decency of 
a comely Worſhip in the Service of God ; 
for Somerſet himſelf was a Zuinglian, and 
the reſt of the great Men at this Time 
inclin d more to thoſe rigid Princi- 
| ples of Calviniſm, which have diſgrac'd 
the Reformation, than the preſent Con- 
ſtitution of the Church of England. 


O 4 Edward 


— 
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Edward had not been long under the 
Tuition of Somer/et, before the Artifices 
of Dudley Duke of Northumberland be- 
gan to make a fatal Diviſion between 
his two Uncles, the Protector and the 
Admiral: This Miſunderſtanding was firſt 
created by the Folly and Vanity of their 
two Wives; the Protector's, ſeeing het 
Husband the firſt Perſon next to the King, 
thought ſhe ought to ſhare the ſame Pre- 
eminence in her Sex, and take Place of 
the Queen Dowager, who had married 
the Admiral the Protector's younger 
Brother: This Diſpute between the Wo- 
men made ill Blood, and drew the Hus. 
bands by degrees into the Quarrel, up- 
on which Somerſet picqu'd, gave Way to 


the Accuſations againſt his Brother; which 
falſe Step ended in their mutual Ruin, 


by weakening their Intereſts; for the 
Admiral had no ſooner loſt his Head by 
a Warrant under the Hand of his Bro- 
ther, but Northumberland began to foment 
a Faction at Court to undermine the 
Protector himſelf, which Point he carried 
at laſt, by diſpoſſeſſing him firſt of his 
Authority, ans; then his Lite, on a Sta- 
tute of his own making; for being charg'd 
with a Deſign to kill Northumberland, he 
was found guilty and beheaded : Some are 
of Opinion, he might have been fav'd by 


pleading | 
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pleading his Clergy ; but, whether he did 
not know that, or elſe that this Favour is" 
not allowable in the Caſe of this Felony, 
he ſuffer'd the Law. | 
Dudley, having thus remov'd thoſe 
who could the moſt oppoſe his ambitious 
Deſigns, perſuaded the young King to de- 
ſtroy his Father's Teſtament, and difin- 
herit his two Siſters, by leaving the Crown 
to the Daughters of the Duke of Suffolk, 
to the eldeſt of whom he had purpoſely 
married his fourth Son the Lol Guilford 
Dudley. And now he thought it high time 
the King {ſhould live no longer; for he 


died ſoon after, in the ſixteenth Year of 


his Age, and the ſixth of his Reign, a 
very hopeful young Prince, of whom the 
famous Cardan, who ſaw and perſonally 
convers'd with him, has given us a very 
great Character, both as to his natural 
and acquir'd Parts, which he had im- 
prov'd above his Years in all manner of 
manly Erudition: The Precipitation of his 
Death, it not immediately caus'd, was ge- 
nerally aſcrib'd to the Ambition of Nor- 
thumberland, who had placed his Son the 
Lord Robert, afterwards the famous Earl 
of Leiceſter, about his Perſon; after which 
Time the King was obſerv'd never to en- 
joy his Health, 

| How 
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How little Power the Teſtament of the 
King has in the Diſpoſal of the Crown, 
will be ſeen in the ſhort and mock Reign 
of the Lady Fane Gray, which laſted no 
more than ten Days ; for tho' the two 
Princeſſes Mary and Elizabeth were legi- 
- timated and illegitimated, according to the 
Power of the prevailing FaCtion, or the 
Caprice of their Father ; notwithſtanding 
that, they both ſucceſſively afcended in due 
Order the Throne, according to the Pre- 
8 of the Laws and Cuſtom of Eng- 
land; ſo little at this time regarded were 
all ſuch irregular Proceedings, which, not 
eſtabliſh'd originally upon a Foundation of 
Right and Juſtice, were no longer in 
Force than Power and Faction could ſup- 
port them. 


_ ad W ms 


ary I. 
[1553-] 


H E Princeſs Mary, eldeſt Daugh- 
ter to Henry the eighth, by 
Catharine of Aragon, was remote in the 
Country when her Brother died, which 
gave Northumberland an Opportunity to 
inforce the Will of King Edward, and 
| proclaim 
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proclaim the Lady Jane Gray Queen 
of England, a young Lady of extra- 
ordinary Qualifications above her Sex 
and Age, who, in Complaiſance to her 
Father, accepted a Crown, which ſhe had 
Greatneſs of Mind otherwiſe to have de- 
ſpis'd : Upon this, Mary writes a Letter 
to the Council to demand her Right; to 
which the Lords return her an inſolent 
and peremptory Anſwer, That ſhe was 
illegitimated by Parliament, and had no 
Right: After which, they ſend the Duke 
of Northumberland with an Army to 
ſuppreſs her, while at the ſame time the 
Gentry of Norfolk and Suffolk, flocking 
to the Princeſs, proclaim her at Norwich: 
'This put the Council into a great Conſter- 
nation, and made every one endeavour to 
ſhift for himſelf, by making his own Peace. 
Here we ſhall ſee an Example of the ba- 
ſeſt Treachery that ever was committed 
by Men, who are diſtinguiſh'd by parti- 
cular Marks of Honour from the reſt of 
their Fellow Subjects; the Duke of Nor- 
thumberland, when he was to march a- 
gainſt the Princeſs, began to make ſome 
Scruples, apprehending indeed what af- 
terwards came to paſs: Upon this the 
whole Privy Council, by the moſt ſolemn 
Aſſeverations, declar d they would live 
and die with him; yet theſe ſame 3 
on 
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don'd Men, by the Time that Nortbum- 
berland was arriv'd at Cambridge, revolt 
from the Lady Jane, and proclaim the 


Princeſs Mary ; but what is more unac- 


countably baſe, the ſame Perſons after- 
wards fat upon him as Judges, and con- 
demn'd him to die for a Treaſon, which 
they themſelves had commiſſion'd him to 
at; ſuch was the End of all the ambi- 
tious Projects of this Great Dudley, who, 
though he was one of the moſt wicked 
and flagitious Men of his Time, yet he 
deſerv'd a fairer Trial, and more proper 
Judges than thoſe, who, - guilty of the 
fame Crime, ſhould have been Compa- 
nions of his Fate; ſuch was that Order of 
Men, of whom the Folly of our Laws 
has made it criminal to ſpeak Truth. - . 

WiTH Dudley were beheaded two 
more, which was all the Blood ſhed at this 
Time, and upon this Occaſion ; which js a 
convincing Proof of. the merciful Diſpoſition 
in this Queen, who was by much the leaſt 
inclin'd to Cruelty of all-the Tudor Race; 
This is own'd by Dr. Burnet himſelf ; 
who ſays, ſhe was a Woman of great 


Bowels : This Confeſſion proceeded not 


from any Principle of Sincerity in that 
Author, whois ſeldom guilty of doing too 
much Juſtice to his Enemies; but from a 
Deſign in taking away the Odium from the 

Queen, 
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Queen, to ay a greater on her Religion, 4 | 
Edward the ſixth was ſo very young when 4 
he died, we cannot be certain what he | if 
might have prov'd at laſt ; but we ſhall 1 
ſeldom find an Example of ſo much Good- 
neſs, as to let a Rival in Empire live, who 
had been proclaim'd Queen, and acted as 
| ſuch, by which ſhe had forfeited her Life; 
nevertheleſs Mary put not the Lady Jane to 
Death in ſome Time, till the Folly and In- 
ratitude of her Father the Duke of Suffolk, 
riſing in Arms again, made the Life of 
his Daughter and the Safety of the Queen 
incompatible : Upon which, the poor Lady 
Fane, with her Husband the Lord Guilford 
Dudley, was beheaded ; tho* the Queen 
had a great Inclination to fave her, if Rea- 
ſons of State had not render'd Mercy im- 
racticable; the Neceſſity of this Juſtice 
eing heighten'd by the Inſurrection of 
Wyat, who at the fame time was in Arms 
againſt the Queen ; ſo that we muſt not 
- abſolutely charge upon her the Death of ſo 
many poor People who ſuffer'd on Account 
of Religion; this was rather the Fault of 
the Conſtitution at this Time, than the 
Queen's Nature, the Secular Power being 
only the Executioner of the Eccleſiaſtical 
Sentence. 
Tur Inſurrection of Myat being ſup- ; 
preſs'd, Mary proceeded in her Match 
with 
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with Philip Prince of Spain: In the next 
Parliament was reſtor'd the Supremacy of 
the Pope, in which Seſſions the whole 
Nation by their Repreſentatives receiv'd 
Abſolution from the Hands of Cardinal 
Pool, and thus freed from the Schiſm, as 
they calPd it, were received into the Bo- 
ſom of the Church : By this we may ſee 
the Levity and looſer Principles of this 
profligate Age, who changed their Reli- 

ion as often as their Prince: The Year 
after this Marriage there was great Hope 
of the Queen's Conception, which va- 
niſh'd at laſt in a Tympany ; this Diſap- 
pointment, together with an ill Habit of 
Body, increaſed by her Diſcontent for the * 
Abſence of Philip, the Loſs of Calais to 
the French, and other concurrent Cauſes, 
made ſo deep an Impreſſion on the Spirit of 
this Princeſs, as ſoon after ſhorten'd her 
Life, by flinging her into a Fever of which 


{he di 


E LIZ A- 


[ 207 ] 


ELIZABETH. 
[1558] 


LIZABETH, the only ſurvivi 
Heir of Harry the eighth, ſucceed 
according to Right and her Father's Teſta- 
ment, notwithſtanding ſhe had been baſ- 
tardiz'd by Act of Parliament on the Diſ- 
grace of her Mother. As this Reign makes 
one of the greateſt Figures in the Engliſh - 
Story; fo it is a Demonſtration, that the 
Fair Sex have a Genius equally capable of 
Government with Men, it they had the 
Advantages of the ſame Education. This 
Princeſs revers'd all that her Siſter had done 
in Favour of the Roman Catholick Reli- 
gion, which ſhe aboliſh'd, and reſtor'd the 
Reform'd : In this Affair ſhe proceeded 
radually with great Prudence and Temper, 
y which Conduct ſhe prevented the dan- 
goons Conſequences of too haſty a Change: 
he firſt Step was, to order that the Service 
of the Church ſhould be read in the vulgar 
Tongue; after which, ſhe by degrees 
aboliſh'd the Supremacy of the Pope, and 
aſſum'd that Title to herſelf, which at firſt 


ſeem'd a Jeſt to the reſt of the World, by 


reaſon of the Incapacity of her Sex for 
the Miniſterial Function: Tho? all this 
| Was 
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was done by Authority of Parliament, 
Which was fo neceſſary to give a Sanction 
to this Change; however ſhe took ſome 
Meaſures at firſt which were equally ille- 
gal, tho' not ſo fatal as to one of her Suc- 
ceſſors; this was an aſſuming to herſelf, 
by Virtue of her Prerogative, a Power of 


diſpenſing with the Laws; for ſhe re- 


moy'd the School-maſters of Eton and 
Wincheſter upon no other Pretence, but 
becauſe they were Catholicks, and plac'd 
in their Room Proteſtants, before ſhe had 
calPd any Parliament to repeal thoſe Laws, 
which had made Popery the eſtabliſh'd 
Religion of the Country: This AQi- 
on was undoutbtedly as arbitrary in this 
Queen, as the ſame Meaſures of the late 
King James; it being equally as great a 
'Violation of the Conſtitution, for a Pro- 
teſtant Prince to diſpenſe with Popiſh 
Laws, as for a Catholick with Proteſtant ; 
but ſuch is the Partiality of Mankind to 
their own Cauſe, as to call the fame Actions 
Crimes in their Enemies, which they rec- 

kon Virtues in their Friends. 
Tuts Change of Religion being qui» 
etly ſettled, Queen EFzabeth was oli- 
cited by her Parliaments to change her 
Condition, and give the People Hopes of 
Poſterity to fill the Throne; which Pro- 
poſitions ſhe always heard with Indigna- 
= | tion, 
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tion, and rejected the Offers of ſeveral Prin- 
ces, who aſpir'd to her Bed; among whom 
her Brother-in-Law, King Philip, was the 
firſt and moſt conſiderable, who; fore- 
. ſeeing the Objection that might ariſe from 
her being Siſter to his former Wife, of- 
fer'd to procure a Diſpenſation from the 
Pope: As a Conſent to this Propoſal 


would have been an Acknowledment of 


the Authority which ſhe had abrogated ; 
ſo it would alſo have confirm'd the Mar- 
riage of her Father with his firſt Wite 
Queen Catharine, and made her own Mo- 


ther's unlawful; upon which this Propo- 


ſal was rejected, as well as all other Pre- 
tenſions: The Reaſons that might engage 
this Princeſs to lead a ſingle Lite are un- 
certain; ſome think, this Reſolution pro- 
ceeded from a boundleſs Thirſt of Power, 
of which ſhe could not find in, her Heart 
to communicate a Share even to a Partner 
of her Bed; others {ay, ſhe was conſcious 
of ſome natural Infirmities, which inca- 
pacitated her for ſuch a State of Lite : 
whatever the true Reaſon was, {he reign'd 
with more Glory than with the greateſt 
Partner in the Empire of the Univerſe; 
and had ſhe not ſtain'd her other Virtues 
by that infamous Conduct to the Queen 
of Scots, ſhe had gone to the Grave with 
the Character of being as Good, and Juſt, 
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as ſhe was Wiſe, and Great; but the Cru- 
elty of her Father was a little too predo- 
minant in her Nature. 

THe firſt Occaſion of drawing her 
Sword were the Troubles of Scotland. 
in which Affair the Meaſures ſhe took 
redounded not ſo much to her Intereſt 
and Advantage, as they were deſtructive 
to her Honour and Conſcience. How far 
one Prince may aſſiſt the Rebels of ano- 
ther, in Time of actual War, I leave to 
Civilians and Caſuiſts to decide ; but to 


raiſe and encourage .Sedition among the 


Subjects of another Prince, with whom 
there 1s outwardly a good Underſtanding, 
is certainly a Violation of the Laws of 
Nations, and all that is Sacred between 


Man and Man : The Tumults in Scotland 


about Religion, ſo ſcandalous to the Re- 
formation, gave an Opportunity to Queen 
Elizabeth to foment a Faction againſt 
the Queen of Scots, of whoſe Title to 
the Crown of England ſhe was ſo jealous; 
for if the Marriage between her Father 
and Anne of Bolen were not law ful, Mary 
of Scotland had undoubtedly? a certain 
Right, to which ſhe inopportunely laid 
Claim upon her Marriage with Francis 
the ſecond, by quartering the Arms of 
England. Tho' this imprudent Conduct 
in the Queen of Scots might juſtly irri- 

tate 
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tate and diſguſt E/zabeth; yet ſhe had 
Reaſon to be fatisfy*'d afterward, when, 
upon a Treaty between them, the Scotch 


Queen renounced all Claim and Pretence 


to the Crown of England, during the Life 
of Queen Elizabeth : This was a greater 
Confirmation of her Title, than if it had 
never been diſputed before; tho” at the 
fame Time ſhe retus'd to ratify the 
Treaty of Edinburgh, in which there 
were ſome Clauſes relating to the Sub- 
jects of Scotland, in which Elizabeth, 
without any juſt Reaſon, would inter- 
meddle. 


Tur Queen of Scots, upon this Refuſal, 


was deny*d Leave to paſs through Eng/and 
toher own Kingdom ; but, what was more 
ungenerous than this Denial, a Fleet was 


ſeat to intercept her in her Paſſage by 


Sea: But, notwithſtanding all the Vigilance 
of the Engliſh, in a great Fog ſhe went 
by their Fleet undeſcry'd, and arriv'd 
fafely in Scotland, where we cannot chuſe 
but pity this poor Princeſs, who was now 


oblig'd to live among ſuch lamentable 


Creatures as the Scorch Fanaticks, after 
having been bred in the politeſt Court 
of the Univerſe: She had not been long 
at Home, when the Ambition of her 


baſtard Brother the Earl of Murray, on 


whom ſhe herſelf had confer'd that Title, 
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began by his Artifices to lay the Founda-. 
tions of all thoſe Evils which involv'd this 
poor Princeſs in great Troubles the reſt 
of her Life, and at laſt terminated in her 
final Deſtruction; all which Misfortunes 
were immediately os: to the unjuſt Po- 
liticks of Queen Eligabeth, who always 
underhand, and ſometimes openly, abet- 
ted the Rebellion of Mary's Subjects, e- 
ven when ſhe moſt pretended to be her 
Friend and jo! go her Cauſe; till at laſt 
ſhe had reduc'd this unfortunate Queen 
to a Neceſſity. of demanding that Protec- 


tion, which ihe had not the Generoſity to 


give her. 
Tur Queen of Scots, after a Treatment 
in her own Country which filPd the reſt 
of Mankind with Horror, thought ſhe 
could fly no-where ſo properly for Re- 
fuge, as to her Siſter of England, whom 
Honour, Conſcience, Good-nature, and 
Nearneſs of Blood, oblig'd to protect her; 
but the unhappy Queen was miſtaken, 
ſhe had only now eſcap'd from her own 
barbarous Subjects, to fall into more cruel 
and inhoſpitable Hands: The ill Uſage of 
this Princeſs in both Kingdoms mult give 
the reſt of the World a ſtrange Idea of 
our Barbarity, it being impoſſible ſuch 
Beauty and Majeſty in Diſtreſs could want 
Protection in any Country, where 2 8 
en 
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Men were ſuſceptible of Love, Honour, 
or Pity. 

Mary was no ſooner arriv'd in England, 
but ſhe ſent a Letter to E/rzabeth, in which 
ſhe gave her an Account of her Circum- 
ſtances, and begg'd her Protection, deſi- 


ring at the ſame time to be admitted to 


her Preſence, that ſhe might have an Op- 

rtunity to clear herſelt from the ſlan- 
erous Aſperſions, with which her Enemies 
had loaded her; of theſe the chief were 
Knox and Buchanan, the firit of whom 
was a turbulent Preacher and mutinous 
Enthuſiaſt ; the other would have been 


the greateſt Writer among the Moderns, 


if his Sincerity, the moſt neceſſary Quali- 
9 in an Hiſtorian, had been equal to his 
enius and Capacity; but notwithſtand- 
ing he had ſo much endeavour'd to black- 
en the Character of his Miſtreſs, by the 
moſt impudent Falſhoods that Diſingenui- 
and Malice could invent, when he 
came to die, which is a Time, if ever, 
one may venture to believe even a Scotch 
Fanatick, he recanted all that he had faid 
derogatory to the Honour of that injur'd 
Queen. This Requeſt, tho? ſo very reaſo- 
nable, Elizabeth thought fit to deny, but 
the true Reaſon was, the Envy ſhe bore 
to the Beauty of Mary, to whom {he was 
unwilling to be a Foil by being feen at 
the ſame Time; the Deſire of being ad- 
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mired, as it is the moſt common Paſſion 
in the fair Sex, ſo it was the moſt deeply 
rooted in Elizabeth, which Vanity was 
ſupported by the Inſincerity of her Look- 
ing-glaſſes; but notwithſtanding the good 
Opinion which E/zabeth had of herſelf, 
the Queen of Scots was too inconteſtable 
a Rival for ſuch a Diſpute, being as much 
above her in the Empire of Beauty, as 
below her in that of Fortune: To theſe 
Charms of her Perſon, and the natural 
Vivacity of her Wit, ſhe had added the 
Ornaments of Letters, a great Knowledge 
in Books and foreign Languages, being 
Miſtreſs not only of the Living, but the 
Dead; with all other Qualifications, not 
only uncommon to her Sex, but even ad- 
mir'd in Men, who make thoſe Accom- 
pliſhments their only Buſineſs, 

Tu xs diſtinguiſhing Charms were none 
of the leaſt Cauſes of Mary's Misfortunes, 
by firſt making ill Blood in the Heart of 
El:zabeth towards her: In Confirmation of 


this Opinion, Melvil tells a Story that is 


not a little ridiculous, That being ask'd 
by the Queen how her Siſter of Scotland 
danc'd, he reply'd, except your Majeſty, 
the beſt in the World ; which ſhe takin 
only for a Compliment to herſelf, ſhew'd 
a viſible Change in the Air of her Coun- 
tenance, and immediately retir'd into her 
| | Cloſet, 
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Cloſet, and, as he ſays, wept two Hours; 
how he came to be acquainted with that 
Secret, I cannot inform the Reader : By 
this we may fee how liable we are to be 
miſtaken, when we judge of Cauſes and 
Effects by the outward Appearance of 
Things; whereas, could we dive into the 
ſecret Receſſes of Man's Mind, we ſhould 
find ſome of our moſt hidden and ridicu- 
lous Paſſions gave Birth to the moſt im- 
portant Events, and govern the World. 
THE Queen of Scots, unable to get Ad- 
mittance, now plainly ſaw what ſhe mult 
expect at the Hands of a cunning and jea- 
lous Woman, who had given her civil In- 


vitations, and ſo many Promiſes of Protec- 


tion, only to draw her within her Power : 
But tho' the World was generally fo a- 
bandoned at this Time, there were ſome 
few of the Engliſb who had Compaſſion 
for diſtreſs'd Innocence; among the Nobi- 
lity, the chief were the Duke of Norfolk, 
one of the moſt conſiderable Subjects of 
Europe at this Time, the Earl of Sue, 
and Leiceſter himſelf, who, tho? one of the 
worlt of Men, pretended at leaſt to be 
aſhamed of this infamous Conduct; but 
the Generoſity of the Duke had the more 
fatal Conſequences on the Life and For- 
tune of that worthy Nobleman, who, im- 
pog'd on by the Craft and Cunning of 

n Leiceſter, 
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Leiceſter, was drawn into a Deſign of 
Marriage with the Queen of Scots. Mur- 
ray himſelf had firſt propoſed this Match 
to the Duke, with a Deſign to finiſh 
the Ruin of the Queen his Miſtreſs 
with Elizabeth, whoſe jealous Nature he 
knew would entertain the laſt Apprehen- 
fion of ſuch an Alliance ; this Amour was 
carried on by ſecret Intrigues and ſeveral 
Love-Letters to Queen Mary, all which 
were conſtant] intercepted, and came to 
the Hands of Queen El:zabeth. 

' Tnro? the Duke might be hurried by his 
Paſſions of Love and Ambition to purſue 
this Match with ſome Warmth and Ear- 
neſtneſs ; however, he never deſign'd to 
accompliſh that Affair without the Queen's 
Knowledge, and Leave firſt obtain'd; in 
order to which he deſir'd Leiceſter to pro- 
cure her Conſent, which he promis'd to 
do, tho' he never deſign'd to ſerve the 
Duke; for he daily deceiv'd him, by pre- 
tending a Want of Opportunity; upon 
which the Duke of Norf0/k reſolv'd to 
ſpeak himſelf, but was prevented by the 
freſh Aſſurances that Leiceſter gave him of 
performing his Promiſes ated) But 
Leiceſter, inſtead of managing this Affair 
with — when he ſaw a proper 
Juncture of ill Circumſtances for the 5 


tiniſh'd his Ruin; for obſerving the Queen 


* 
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ow daily more jealous of the Duke's de- 
ign'd Marriage, which was no Secret to 
her, and at the ſame time alarm'd with 
the Noiſe of a Rebellion in the North, 


he thought this the moſt proper Time to 


make his villainous Deſigns ſucceed, when 
the Queen's Fears thus heighten'd made 
her the more ſuſceptible of any Impreſ- 
ſions: To this Purpoſe the perfidious Lei- 
ceſter counterfeits himſelf ſick, and pre- 
tends to be in the laſt Danger; upon which 
the Queen, who had always a great Af- 
fection for him, came to make him a Vi- 
ſit; when being alone together, Lezceſ- 
ter, after ſeveral Grimaces, and counter- 
feited Sighs, on pretence of diſcharging 
his Conſcience, ſets forth the dangerous 
Conſequences of this Amour between the 
Duke of Neorf0/k and the Queen of Scots; 
not letting Elizabeth know, that he had 
been commiſſicaed by the Duke to ask 


her Conſent ; but made as if this Diſcove- 


ry had meerly proceeded from a Senſe of 
her Danger, and his own Compunction 
and Penitence. 

T uIs Trick had its deſign'd Succeſs ; 
Elizabeth, with all the Fear and Jealouſ; 
of her Sex, ſwallows the Bait, and ſends 
the Duke to the Tower ; ſoon after which 
he was condemn'd and executed: This 
Thomas Howard Duke of Norfolk —_— 
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vaſteſt Demeſaes of any Subje& ever in 
England, which gave him an Occaſion to 
fay at his Trial, that his own private Pa- 
trimony was greater than the Revenues of 
the Crown of Scotland: All this vaſt Eſtate 
was given away among the hungry Cour- 
tiers, without Regard to the Innocence of 
his Children, 

Tris Example of Perfidy will give the 
World a Character of Leiceſter, who had 
all the Ambition and ill Principles of his 
Father Northumberland ; he broke the Neck 
of his Wife down Stairs to make Room 
in his Bed, when he ſhould have the Hap- 


pineſs to accompliſh his Deſigns on Queen 


Elizabeth, the Hopes of which made him 
obſtruct the Match, underhand, which E- 
ligabeth had propoſed between the Queen 
of Scots and himſelf, who preferr'd the 
happy Grandeur of his own plain Miſ- 
treſs, to the unfortunate Beauty of the 
molt charming Woman then alive: But 
 Letcefter was not alone in this Court, which 
had the moſt wicked Miniſtry that ever 
was known 1n any Reign. | 
AFTER this, Queen Elizabeth began to 
Exerciſe great Severity on the Engliſh Ro- 
man Catholicks, to which ſhe was inſtigated 
by Leiceſter, Walfngham, and others, who, 
having already taſted the Sweetneſs of 
Conkications, defign'd to make that Party 
_ deſperate 
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deſperate by ill Uſage, in hopes they would 
rebel and forfeit their Eſtates ; but when 
Truth enough could not be found againſt 
them, Walſingbam, by counterfeit Letters, 
and Confeſſions extorted by the Pains 
and Terrors of the Rack, tumultuated 
the People with chimerical Dangers, 
only to prepare them tor the intended 
Murder of the Queen of Scotland, in 
whoſe Behalf the Remonſtrances from 
the ſeveral Courts of Europe, joinꝰd to the 
Condeſcenſions of this poor Princeſs, who 
offered to ſign a Charte blanche, and ratify 
whatever ſhould be demanded, were all to 
no Purpoſe ; nor was there indeed any juſt 
Ground to hope for her Liberty, after the 
Meaſures that Queen Elizabeth had lately 
taken, by which ſhe convinc'd the World 
of her ill Intentions to Mary, by ſuppreſ- 
ſing the ſmall Remnant of a Party who 
adhered to her in Scotland; for ſhe aſſiſted 
Morton with Men and Cannon in the Re- 
duction of Edinburgh Caſtle, which was 
detended by ſome gallant Men, who, in 
ſo general a Corruption, retain'd a Senſe 
of their Honour and Duty : Theſe brave 
Men, compell'd to ſurrender, were ſacrificed 
to the Revenge of Morton, who was made 
Regent by the Intereſt and Power of Eli- 
zabeth, notwithſtanding the whole World 
knew how great a Hand that Nos 
a 
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had in the Aſſaſſination of the late King; 
nor was ſhe leſs concern'd to fave his Like, 
when by the divine Juſtice he was after- 
wards brought to condign Puniſhment 
for that horrid Murder, which he own'd at 
his Death ; the forward Appearance of 
Eligabetb, in Behalf of a Man condem- 
ned for ſo flagitious a Crime, gave her 
Enemies an Occaſion to affirm, that ſhe 
was not unacquainted with the Deſign of 
that Murder : But however, ſhe made her- 
felf a Party, and contracted a Share of the 
Guilt, in ſupporting the known Aſſaſſines 
to the very laſt; but we ſhall have the leſs 
Reaſon by and by to wonder at any Thing 
ſhe did to Darnley, when we ſee what an 
Outrage will be committed on the Perſon 
of his unfortunate Widow, whoſe Cata- 
ſtrophe now approach'd. 

THe Emiſſaries and Creatures of Wal- 
fingham, who was the moſt deeply dipped 
in the Blood of this Princefs, had inveigled 
ſeveral Catholicks and others into a De- 
ſign of reſcuing the Queen of Scots by 
Force of Arms; for this Babington and 
others were executed: The People fright- 
ed, and alarm'd with this Conſpiracy, they 
thought it a proper Time to bring on the 
Tragedy, which they had been ſo long 
preparing; at firſt they were at a Loſs on 
what Statute to indite her: That of the 


25th 
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25th of Edward the third not laying hold 
on her Caſe, they reſolve to proceed on a 
Statute made in this Reign, ſome time be- 
fore, for this very Purpoſe ; but the Queen 
of Scots, aſſerting her Soveraignty and In- 
dependance, retus'd to acknowledge the 
Authority of any earthly Court, till threa- 
ten'd to be condemn'd for Contumacy. 
After having in vain requeſted to be heard 
before the Queen in Parliament, ſhe ſub- 
mitted to her Trial, at which Time ſhe 
confeſs*'d, That through Deſpair of her Li- 
berty, ſhe had endeavour'd to make her Ef- 
cape, in which ſhe thought herſelf juſtified by 
the Laws of Nature and Self-preſervati- 
on; but as to any Defign againſt the Per- 
fon or Authority of the Queen, with the moſt 
folemn Aſſeverations ſhe declared her Inno- 
cence, Nevertheleſs the barbarous Dele- 
tes, ſome time after, proceeded to the 
infamous Sentence; and, that the whole 
Nation might ſhare the Guilt, it was con- 
trived afterward, that the Parliament 
ſhould ſollicit the Queen of Scots Death, 
which Elizabeth was to deny ſeveral 
times, till at laſt ſhe ſhould ſeem to 
eomply, as if tir'd with the repeated Re- 
monſtrances of her People: The Houſe of 
Lords particularly diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves in this Affair by an Addreſs againſt 
the Queen of Scots, worded in a 40 ri- 
| OUS 
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diculous Cant, ſetting forth the Judgments: 


of God on Saul, for ſparing the Life of 
Agag, and on Ahab for Benhadad; thus 


were the Scriptures perverted to deſtroy 


an innocent Woman: This odd Petition, 
much fitter for Fanatick Tub-preachers, 
than Cavaliers and Men of Honour, muſt 
give us&-trange Idea of the Nobility at 
this Time. | 

Now — Abe ſecond Act of Hypo- 
criſy in Queen Elizabeth, through a Shame 
to juſtify what ſhe had ſo little Conſcience 
as to command: The Queen of Scots muſt 
be executed without her Knowledge; but 
the Perſon muſt be very ignorant of the 
World, who could be tmpos'd on by ſuch 
a Shift; every-dody, who is acquainted 
with the Government and Conſtitutions of 
England, knows that the Privy-Council, 
and the Miniſters of the Law, durſt not 
proceed in any Affair of that Nature, eſpe- 
cially in ſo unprecedented a Caſe, without 


the Authority of the ſoveraign Power; but 


ſuppoſing a Poſſibility of that extraordina- 

Conduct in the Privy-Council, it is un- 
conceivable that no-body in the mean- 
while ſhould acquaint the Queen with what 
was tranſacted, who had Time enough to 


have countermanded the Order for the Exe- 


cution, if ſhe had inclin'd to Mercy; how- 
ever Daviſon the Secretary, to blind the 
5: World, 
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World, as if he had acted on his own Head, 
was ſentenc'd 1n the Star-Chamber to pay 
10000 J. Fine, and to ſuffer Impriſonment 
during the Queen's Pleaſure; but under- 
hand the Fine was remitted, and he pri- 
vately rewarded ; tho? at his Trial he made 
it appear in his own Defence, notwith- 
ſtanding he was as tender as he could of 
the Queen's Honour, that he had acted no- 
thing in this Affair, but for what he had 
plain Inſinuations of her Pleaſure, tho' not 
poſitive and direct Commands; ſo that 
the whole Juggle is plain by Daviſon's own 
Vindication, who was brought into the 
Office merely to ſerve this Turn. 

IT is reported that Leiceſter, who, tho? 
he had no more Conſcience than the reſt, 
was a Man of better Senſe, came to the 
Queen, and conyjur'd her not to commit ſo 
infamous an Action, which would ſtrike 
at herſelf, and affront the common Maje- 
ſty of crown'd Heads; upon which the 
Queen ask'd him, What ſhe ſhould do in 
this Caſe ? Send an Apothecary, Madam, 

(reply'd Leiceſter) and not a Hangman; 
if ſhe muſt die, let it be done with Decency. 
Prudence would certainly have rather fol- 
low'd this Advice; for if ſhe had Autho- 
rity to. put her to Death, the Manner, as 
to the conſcientious Part, was a Thing 
indifferent; this would have prevented 
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the ill Conſequences of ſo dangerous a | B. 
Precedent, which as England only could | W 
give, ſo the horrid Example could be of 
follow'd in no other Country beyond the w. 
Bounds of our unfortunate Iſland; for de 
when it was debated among the Regi- hit 
cides, what they ſhould do with the Perſon 1 
of this Queen's Grandſon Charles the firſt, thi 
Harry Martin propos'd to ſerve him 21 
as they had his Scorch Grandmother be- F Het 
fore. | . Fa) 
The Manner of this Queen's Death, her 1 
Reſignation to the Will of God, her Great l reſ 
neſs of Spirit, which ſeem'd ſupported by mo 
ſome other Power, than the common Al- - 
ſiſtance of natural Courage, have recom- Soy 
mended her Name to the Veneration of of 
future Ages, and cover'd the Authors of inv. 
this barbarous Cruelty with indelible In- Pro 
famy and Reproach; the Perſons, who wer 
were commiſſion'd to ſee the Execution of x 
rform'd, were the Earls of Shrewsbury, infa 
nt, Derby, and Cumberland, one * of juſtl 
whom had fo di veſted himſelf of common all tl 
Humanity, as to toſs up his Cap, and Vain 
* Huzza, at the cutting off the moſt charm- Ib 
ing lead that ever wore a Crown: But of t. 
this was not the only Circumſtance of Cru 
| | Hor 
2227 , . Cow 
| * Kent, mer 


Barbarity 
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Barbarity ſhewn to this Princeſs; they 
would not permit her Women to take care 
of her Body when the Blow was given, 
which would have prevented ſome In- 
decencies that happened, and would have 
hindered the Hangman from telling the 
World the Colour of her Garters ; nor was 
this all, they carried their Cruelty to ſuch 
a Degree, as to deny her the Aſſiſtance of 
her ghoſtly Father in her laſt Agony, a 
Favour not refus'd by Chriſtian Charity 
to the moſt common Malefactor ; they 
reſolv'd to be all of a Piece, and ſhew-no 
more Mercy to her Soul than Body. 

SUCH was the deplorable Fate of Mary, 
Soveraign Queen of Scotland, and Dowager 
of France, in a Country, whither ſhe was 
invited by the moſt ſolemn Aſſurances of 
Protection, Honour and Safety; all which 
were violated, firſt by an Imprifonment, 
of nineteen Years, bo atterwards by an 
infamous Death : This unparallePd Action 
juſtly fIPd with Horror and Reſentment 
all the other Princes in Europe, who had tn 
vain ſolicited her Caule. 

In the mean while Elizabeth, conſcious: 
of the Obloquy ſhe had contracted by this 
Cruelty, pretended to reſign herſelf to 
Horror, and Contrition ; the drove her 
. Counſellors from her Preſence, and ſeem'd 
inconſolable, by abſtaining from Meat and 
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Light for a time; ſhe wrote a Letter to 
the King of Scots to excuſe the Death of 
his Mother, by laying the Blame on her 
Miniſters, who, ſhe pretended, had acted 
in this Affair without her Knowledge: 
ue the ſixth at firſt would not ſee the 
eſſenger, and ſeem'd full of Reſentment 
for this Indignity offer'd to himſelf in the 
Perſon of his Mother; however by degrees 
he mollify'd, and at laſt contracted a firm 
Friendſhip with her by an Eaſineſs and 
Good-nature, which have been ſo fatally 
Hereditary to his Family. | 
Bur notwithſtanding, a great deal of 
this pretended Sorrow was nothing but 
Grimace and Hypocrily ; it 1s certain, that 
upon cooler Thoughts Eligabeth felt great 


Remorſe of Conſcience for this Cruelty, | 


inſomuch that ſhe never afterward enjoy'd 
the ſame Quiet of Mind as betore, bein 
ſenſible how much her Reputation lufee 
on this Account. 

Tur Pretence of revenging this univer- 
fal Affront, gave a Colour to the Spaniard 
in his deſign'd Invaſion of England, which 
Attempt happen'd ſoon after, in the won- 
derful» Year 88, When we conſider this 
ſtupendous Deſign, the. Vaſtneſs of the Pre- 

rations, in which three Years were con- 
- ſum'd, the Greatneſs of the Armament, 

both as to Number and Largeneſs of the 
Es. Ships, 
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Ships, on which 19000 Landmen were 
imbark'd, with all manner of warlike 
Proviſions proper for ſuch an Expedition, 
which was ſupported by the Purſe, and 
Puiſſance, of the greateſt Monarch at 
this Time in - the Univerſe; we cannot 
ſufficiently adore the divine Goodneſs 
in fruſtrating this Attempt, and reſcu- 
ing our Anceſtors from the Hands of 
the worſt Maſters, and moſt cruel People 
under the Sun ; for if the Prince of Par- 
na, Governour of the Spaniſb Netherlands, 
had once made a Deſcent with 50000 


Veteran Troops join'd to the 19000 Spa- 


niards on Board, the Fate of England 
in probability had been decided, and we 
at this Day a Province to Spain, notwith- 
ſtanding any Defence that could be made 
by the raw Militia encamp'd at T:/bury ; 
for it 1s an Obſervation worthy to be re- 
mark'd, that notwithſtanding the Inha- 
bitants of this Iſland have in all Ages been 
Brave in their Perſons, and Tenacious of 
their Liberty to the laſt Extremity, how- 
ever, by an unaccountable Fatality, this 
Country has always been ſubdu'd by eve- 
ry Nation, who once ſet Foot on Shoar 
with a form'd Deſign of Conqueſt ; wit- 
neſs the ſucceſsful Invaſions firſt of Ro- 
mans, then Saxons, then Danes, and laſtly 
Normans. 
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Tu E Defeat of this vaſt Armada brought 
the Engliſh into as much Reputation, as 
the Spaniard into Contempt, whoſe ill Suc- 
ceſs in this Expedition uy the firſt Blow 
to that over-grown Monarchy, whoſe 
boundleſs Ambition, ſupported by ſo great 
Power, was juſtly grown formidable to the 
reſt of their Neighbours. | 
Elizabeth, elated with this unexpec- 
ted Succeſs, purſu'd her good Fortune, 
and, not contented to repel her Enemies, 
follow'd them to their own Doors, and 
carried the Terror of her Arms to Spain 


itſelf, where ſhe ſhew'd that Nation a 


more ſucceſsful Way of Invaſion, by ta- 
king Cadiz w.th a Fleet and Army, un- 
der the Command of the Earl of Eſex, 
who ſucceeded Leiceſter in her Favour, 
and was thought to lie the deepeſt in 
her Heart of any Minion : This young 
Nobleman, beautiful and brave in his 
Perſon, elated by the Favour of his 
Miſtreſs, could endure, thro* an Inſolence 
and Fierceneſs in his Temper, no Rivals 
in Power and Authority ; this made him, 
by fomenting a Sedition, and all the Arts 
of Popularity, endeavour to remove his 
Enemies Ralezgh and Cecil, who were 
of the contrary Faction to his Intereſt : 
For this Behaviour being chaſtis'd by the 
Queen, he grew ſo impatient, and deſpe- 
| | | rate, 
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rate, as to fly into open Rebellion; for 
which Crime he was at laſt put to Deith, 
after a great Struggle and Reluctance in 
the Breaſt of the Queen, who could hardly 
conſent to the Neath of a Perſon tor whom 
once ſhe had ſo tender an Affection. The 
Death of this great Favourite diſturb'd the 
laſt Scenes of her Life, and flung her into 
a ſettled and habitual Melancholy, in which 
ſhe died after a long, glorious and proſpe- 
rous Reign, which would have been more 
ſhining in Story, if her Stars had not made 
her Contemporary with the Queen of Scots. 
On her Death-bed ſhe gave Orders that 
no one ſhould ſee or touch her Body, ex- 
cept one particular Lady, whom ſhe a 

pointed to lay her out; this confirms the 
Opinion of thoſe who believe it was the 
Conſcience of ſome natural Detect that 
made her averſe to Marriage. The Death 
of this great Princeſs put an End to the 
Name of Tudor, and made Way for the 
moſt virtuous Race that ever fat on the 


Throne of England. 
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SECTION V. 


ns I. 
[ 1603. ] - 


N the Death of Queen E/:- 
Wl zabeth, James the ſixth of 

Wl Scotland ſucceeded, who be- 
ing deſcended from Marga- 
e Tudor, Daughter to Hen- 
ry the ſeventh, united in his 
Perſon all the - ſeveral Pretences to the 
Crown of England that could be derived 
from the reſpective Races of Kings that 
ever had the Government of this Iſland; 


ſo that the Britiſh, Saxon, Daniſh, and 


Norman Blood, thus center'd in the Veins 
of this King, gave the Family of Stuart 
a Clearer Title to the Crown than any So- 
veraign Houſe in Europe can boaſt. 

Urod the firſt News of Elzabeth's 
Death, James, who could hardly believe 
his good Fortune, by eaſy Journeys came 
to London, leaving the barren Heaths and 

Moyn- 


> 
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Mountains of the North, for a more ſouth- 
ern, fruitful, and opulent Kingdom; this 
Union of the two Crowns did not add 
more to the Fortune of the King, by an 
Increaſe of Riches, Grandeur, and Power, 
than to the mutual Happineſs of both 
— 5 who, from hereditary and almoſt 
implacable Enemies, were made Friends, 
and Fellow-Subjects. 

THE Advantages, with which this Prince 
came to the Crown, were ſo "y great, as 
to give him an Opportunity of eltabliſh- 
ing not only his own, but the 8 and 
Quiet of his Succeſſors, if he had follow'd 
the prudent Conduct of his Predeceſſor E- 
lizabeth in cruſhing, by a neceſſary Severi- 

„a certain Faction of Men, then call'd 

uritans, whoſe Principles are inconſiſtent 
with Monarchical Government: Theſe Men 
had no ſooner erected their venomous Heads, 
in the Reign of that Princeſs, but the 
were opportunely ſuppreſs'd by the Vigi- 
lance of the Government, in enacting Pe- 
nal Laws, which were put in Execution 
with all the Rigour that their flagitious 
Principles deſerv d; to this ve Conduct 


is chiefly owing the Quiet of ſo longand. 


proſperous a Reign; but James, with a 
Lenity fo inſeparable from his Family, was 
willing to ſhew himſelf the common Father 


of all his Subjects, and tho' he did not 
Q 4 much 
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much encourage, however, by not puniſh- 
ing with Severity, he gave the Faction Op- 
rtunity to increaſe in Number, and dif- 
uſe their Poiſon. 
Tno' this fatal Neglect had not ſuch 
an immediate Influence on the Happineſs 


of his own Reign, however the ill Conſe- 


quences were deferr'd to diſturb the Peace 
of his Son's: This Tenderneſs was the 
more wonderful in a Prince, who had fo 
dearly to his Coſt experienc'd the Princi- 
ples of theſe Men in his own Country, 
where he had been treated with ſo much 
Diſreſpect by his Presbyterian Subjects, be- 
ſides the horrid Uſage of his Mother, whom 
they forc'd into Exile, after having loaded 
her with ſo many Indignities at Home: 
But the Truth is, there is ſome Difference 
between the Engliſb and Scots of this Per- 
ſuaſion, who happening by their natural 
Temper to be more violent in their Paſ- 
ſions, are in this Point only ſo much the 
worſe Men, as they are better Presbyte- 
rians. 

IT was not long before theſe ill Princi- 
ples appear d, by the Diſcovery of a Plot, 
which, tho' originally Puritan, conſiſted 
of ſo many ſeveral Sorts of Men, as made 
the World wonder how fuch different In- 
tereſis could join in any one common De- 
ſign; for in this motley Conſpiracy were 


Papiſts, 


00ers een erer 
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Papiſts, Church-men, and Puritans, who 
all agreed to overthrow the Government, 
before they knew what to erect in the 
ſtead ; for this Plot were condemn'd the 
Lord Cobham, his Brother the Lord Grey 
of Wilton, Sir Griffith Markham, two 
Prieſts, and the famous Sir Walter Ralegh, 
who was more lamented than all the reſt: 
This great Man, in the Time of Queen 
Elizabeth, was of that Faction in her 
Court, who, devoted to the Houſe of 
Suffolk, were Enemies to the Scotch In- 
tereſt ; this made him be diſcountenanc'd 
by King James, upon which, through Diſ- 
content, he engag'd in this raſh Conſpira- 
cy; the two Prieſts, and the Lord Cobbam's 
Brother were executed ; all the reſt, tho? 
condemn'd, were faved by the Clemency 
of this Prince, by which he gave his Peo- 
ple a Specimen of that Tenderneſs of 
Blood which has run through all the Race 
of the Stuarts; it being a Remark worthy 
Obſervation, that there was more Blood 
ſhed in almoſt any one Reign of the Tu- 
drs, than all the four Starts put toge- 
ther, when we have excepted thoſe who 
were murder'd by the pretended Parlia- 
ments in the Time of the Civil Wars, as 


alſo a great many innocent Perſons who 
ſuffer'd in the Popiſh Plot, againſt the 


Conſcience and Inclination of the Prince | 
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then reigning, . which mult therefore not 
be accounted any Acts of the Crown; but 
notwithſtanding the uſual Clemency of 
James, he was prevail'd on by the Artifi- 
ces of Gondamour to put the gallant Ra- 
kigh to Death fifteen years afterwards up- 
on the old Sentence, whoſe Force, in the 
Opinion of Lawyers, was deſtroy'd, by 
his having a Commiſhon in the mean time 
that gave him Power oyer the Lives of 
others, and conſequently made him Maſter 
of his own: This Action was therefore in- 
excuſable, and reſulted more from Want 
of Courage in this Prince than his Cruelty, 
being not more unjuſt than mean-ſpirited, 
and the greateſt Blemiſh of his Reign, ex- 
cept the ill Treatment afterward of the 
great Lord Bacon, who being one of the 
firſt Reſtorers of Philoſophy and other 
Sciences, next after Sir Thomas Moore, 
made his Country known to the learned 
World abroad: This illuſtrious Perſon, ha- 
ving paſs d all the Degrees of his Profeſſion 
to the Dignity of Lord Chancellor, and 
2 Peer of the Realm, was attack'd with ſo 
much Fury by a Faction at Court, that no 
Tanocence or Merit could protect him from 
undergoing an infamous Sentence, Fine, 
and Impriſonment during Pleaſure, being 
charg'd with the Faults of his Servants, 


for whom he was not anſwerable : As 5 
| is 
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his own Part, he was only affected with 
receiving a Sett of Gold Buttons, in Va- 
lue not above 50 J. too ſmall a Bribe to 
corrupt a Man, who either had fo great 
a Contempt hr Money, or fo little knew 
the Uſe of it, that he would careleſsly 
leave Sums of Gold untold on his Table, 
to be plunder'd by his meaneſt Domeſ- 
ticks: But this was not all; this great 
Man was ſuffer d to ſtarve for Want 
of Bread in his own Country, to whom 
he had done ſo much Honour; the Re- 


ſentment of which Cruelty made a learn» 


ed Foreigner call him at the ſame Time 
the Glory and Infamy of the Eng/z/h Na- 
tion. 

Nor long after, broke out a Conſpira- 
cy of a more horrid and dangerous Na- 
ture, being the moſt unparallePd Trea- 
ſon that ever was harbour'd in the Breaſts 
of Men; this impious Deſign gave the 

reateſt Blow to the Catholick Intereſt 
in England, by rendering that Religion 
ſo odious to the People : The common 
Opinion concerning the Diſcovery of 
this Plot, by a Letter to the Lord Mon- 
teagle, has not been univerſally allow'd 
to be the real Truth of this Matter ; for 
ſome have affirm'd, that this Deſign was 
firſt hammer'd in the Forge of Cecil, who 
Intended to have produc'd this Plot 1 
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the Time of Queen Elizabeth; but pre- 
yented by her Death, he reſum'd his Pro- 
ject in this Reign, with a Deſign to have 
ſo enrag'd the Nation as to have expel- 
led all Roman Catholicks, and confiſcated 
their Eſtates; to this End, by his ſecret 
Emiſſaries, he entic'd ſome hot- headed 
Men of that Perſuaſion, who, ignorant 
whence the Deſign firſt came, heartily 


engag' d in this execrable Powder-Trea- 5 


ſon; tho' this Account ſhould not be 
true, it is certain that the Court of Eng- 
land had Notice of this Plot from France 
and Italy, long before the pretended Diſ- 
covery; upon which Cecil, who knew 
the whole Matter ſeveral Weeks before, 
fram*d that Letter to the Lord Monteagl/e, 
with a Deſign to make the Diſcovery 
ſeem the more miraculous, and at the 
fame Time magnify the Judgment of the 
King, who by his deep Penetration was 
to have the Honour of unravelling ſo am- 
biguous and dark a Riddle ; this gave 
Occaſion to the Court Paraſites of this 
Time, to extol on all Occaſions the pro- 
found Wiſdom of this King, whom his 
Flatterers have call'd, the Solomon of Eng- 
land: But notwithſtanding this Prince 


had certainly good natural Parts, and' 


more Erudition than is common to Per- 
ſons of his Rank; however, he _ to 
12285 ve 
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have rather Cunning, than what we ge- 
nerally call Wiſdom, the Tracks of which 
are not fo very plain, either in his Con- 
duct, Speeches, or Writings, to entitle 
him to Inſpiration: This Flattery ſo rais'd 
the Vanity of King James, as to make 
him manage a Diſpute in a Conference at 
Hampton-Court with the Puritan Divines, 
whole Arguments, tho' refutable by an 
-ordinary Logician, would have been more 
efficaciouſſy anſwer'd by the Penal Laws 
put duly in Execution, than all his Majeſ- 
ty's Royal Syllogiſms; but he was ſo neg- 
ligent in this Matter, that he made Abbot, 
a Man ting'd with Puritaniſm, Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, who, by encouraging 0- 
thers of the ſame Principles, firſt under- 
min'd the Peace and Authority of that 
Church, of which he had the Honour to 
be the Head. 

Tre Reign of this Prince being a con- 
ſtant Series of Tranquillity at Home, and 
Peace with our Neighbours Abroad, will 
furniſh us with leſs Matter than turbu- 
lent and tempeſtuous Times; the whole 
Buſineſs of this Court was, the Intrigues 
of Favourites, and the Reſult of Eaſe 
and Luxury, Masks, Balls, and ſuch Di- 
verſions, Entertainments of foreign Mi- 
niſters, and ſometimes their Maſters ; 
Chriſtiern of Denmark made no leſs than 
two 
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two Viſits to his Brother-in-law King 
James, beſides the Palſgrave, who came, 


and in Perſon married the Princeſs Eligabeth, 


which Match prov*'d not alittle unfortunate, 
by the fatal Ambition of that Prince in 
unjuſtly aſpiring to the Crown of Bohemia, 
which Country he was not only forc'd to 
abandon, but loſt his own Patrimony the 
Palatinate. King James was a Man of too 
much Honour to ſupport this Injuſtice; 
however he had ſo great a Concern for his 
Daughter, and her Children, as to leave 
nothing untry'd that might reſtore them 
to their juſt and hereditary Poſſeſſions; 
but the Puritans, who now were grown 
ſtronger, and began to be form'd into a 
Party againſt the Government in Church 
and State, laid hold on this Occaſion to 
aſperſe the King, and leſſen him in the 
Eſteem of the People, by interpreting his 
Coldneſs in this Affair to proceed from his 
Diſaffection to the Proteſtant Intereſt, for 
which Reaſon he would not hearken to the 
Cries of his Children; but James was 
not of the ſame Mind with theſe People, 
who meaſure Honour, and Conſcience, only 
by Intereſt, and think nothing unjuſt that 
is profitable : The Experience of this Prince 
ſhew'd him how dangerous, as well as 
diſhonourable, it is, for one King to ſup- 


port the Rebellion of another's —_— 
thnñat 
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that Practice in Queen Elizabeth had been 
already too fatal to his own Family, not 
to make him avoid the ſame Injuſtice to 
others; but to ſhew the World how much 
the Reſtitution of the Palatinate was on 
his Spirit, this only Reaſon, contrary to his 
Inclination, made him embrace the Offer 
of the Spaniſh Match for his Son Prince 
Charles, which was then thought the only 
Means to bring the Houle of Auſtria to 
Reaſon; and that this might more ſpeedil 
and effectually be concluded, he condeſcend- 
ed to ſend his only Son thither in Perſon ; for 
this Action, in ſending the Heir of the 
Crown into Spain, King James was very 
much cenſur'd, tho* without any Reaſon 
or Juſtice, for the Prince return'd in Safe 
again without a Spaniſh Wife : Soon after 
this, follow'd the Death of King James, oc- 
caſion'd by an Ague, tho' the Malice of 
ſome gave out that he was poiſon'd; on 
opening the Body no Symptoms of Yiolence 
_ d; but, on the contrary, all the Signs 
of æ natural Death. 
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E are now come to a Reign which 
might havepromis'd to all reaſona- 
ble Men the higheſt Felicity imaginable ; 
the Engliſb Nation at this Time ſaw a youn 
Monarch aſcend the Throne adorn'd with 
every Virtue that Plato would have wiſh'd 
in a King, or old Rome in a Dictator; 
ſuch was Charles the firſt, whoſe Mis- 
fortunes are the more unaccountable in 
happening to a Prince who deſerv'd the 
higheſt Veneration of his Subjects, and 
to have been the happieſt of Mankind; 
for he had the moſt Virtues, and the few- 
eſt Faults, of any Engh/ſh King; never- 
theleſs he has been unjuſtly cenſur'd by 
all Parties ; but it is fo difficult to pleaſe 
every one, that his Enemies have tax'd 
him with too much Obſtinacy, and his 
Friends with too little Reſolution ; how- 
ever, we may affirm, that, excepting ſome 
falſe Steps, his Conſent to which, con- 
trary to his own Opinion, was extorted 
by the Importunity of his falſe Friends, 
who betray'd him; the four Cardinal Vir- 
tues never more conſpicuouſly met in any 
one Perſon, whom Story has produc'd on 
SP the 
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the Theatre of the World; his Juſtice was 
extended to all Mankind, and more to his 
Enemies than himſelf; his Prudence made 
him bend with the Storm to ſhun the Dan- 
ger, by always yielding to the Violence of 
the Times, except when his Honour and 
Conſcience bad him be ſacrific'd; his Tem- 

rance the Diſingenuity of his Enemies 
never diſputed; and his Fortitude was e- 
minently ſeen in his heroick Patience under 
his Sufferings. | 

How ſuch a Prince ſhould miſcarry, 
the Curioſity of the World will enquire : 
To find the Cauſe of theſe Misfortunes, 
we mult firſt conſider the Circumſtances 
in which he found himſelf upon his Ac- 
ceſhon to the Throne, and in the next 
place, the Temper and Condition of the 
People he came to govern ; his Father at 
his Death had. left him under an Engage- 
ment to make War on the Houſe of Au- 
ſtria, for the Recovery of the Palatinate, 
to carry on which, there were not only no 
Sublidies yet granted, but an Exchequer 
exhauſted, and in Debt; this made his 
Circumſtances precarious, and neceſſitous; 
theſe Wants he laid before his firſt Parlia- 
ment, not only by his Chancellor's, as his 
Predeceſſors were wont, but by his own 
Mouth from the Throne, in a Speech fo 


moving and pathetick, as would have 
R made 


242 A SHORT VIEW, &. 


made Impreſſions on any Men who had 
the leaſt Concern for the Honour, and In- 
tereſt of their Prince and Country : But 
this Parliament had not that common 
Complaiſance, which is uſually ſhewn to 
new Kings before they have given their 
Subjects any Cauſe of Diſguſt; they ſoon, 
by the Returns they made to this Speech, 
let him know that he ſhould have no Sup- 
12 but what he mult purchaſe with 
is Prerogative ; they ſtarted imagina- 
Grievances, and complain'd of evil 
Counſellors, the common Pretences of 


Sedition. The Cauſes of this Diſaffection 


and Brutality we are now ro conſider : 
The Puritan Party bore a great Sway in 
the Houſe of Commons ; I have men- 
tioned theſe People in the foregoing 
Reigns, in which their Credit and Num- 
bers were inconſiderable; but toward the 
latter End of King James's they were 
increas'd in both; and, having chang'd 
their common Name, were divided into 
Independants, Anabaptiſts, and Presby te- 
rians; the laſt were the moſt conſidera- 
ble, but all join'd in an equal Averſion to 
the Government in Church and State ; 
the Preachers of theſe Perſuaſions, tho? 


in Compariſon with the Orthodox Cler- 


gy, very ignorant, and illiterate, by a 
counterfeit Sanctity and Strictneſs ot 
Lite, 
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Life, had wonderfully inſinuated themſelves 
into the Eſteem of the People; ſo that by 
degrees, not only the Vulgar, but moſt of 
the Tradeſmen in great Cities, many of 
the richer Gentry, and ſome few of the 
Nobility, began to be poiſon'd with their 
Fanatick Principles: Theſe Men let {lip no 
Occaſion of blackening the Church; they 
laid hold on every caſual Immorality in 
the meaner Clergy, to expoſe the whole 
Order to the Contempt of the People; 
they preach'd up the Doctrine of the 
Sabbath, only to make the King and Bi- 
ſhops odious, who in Concurrence with 
the reſt of the Chriſtian World, Reform'd 
as well as Romiſh, had tolerated Sports 
on that Day after divine Service; this Doc- 
trine they urg'd with ſo much Vehemence, 
that they made it more criminal to violate 
the Jewiſh Sanctity of this Day, tho with- 
out any Ground from Reaſon, Scripture, 
or Authority of the Church, than to lie 
with their Nieces and Siſters, of which 
Crimes ſome of the leading Saints were 
convicted ; and that they might run as far 
as they could from Chriſtianity, they almoſt 
fell into Judaiſin: I] heir chief Aim in car- 
rying this Doctrine to ſuch an Extrava- 
gance, was not only directed againſt the 
King, but to aſperſe and vilify Archbiſhop 
Laud. This illuſtrious Prelate, whoſe Name 

R 2 | cannot 
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cannot be mention'd without the profoun- 


deſt Veneration by every true Son of the 
Orthodox Church, was the chief Object of 
their implacable Malice, only for endea- 
vouring to maintain the Dignity of the 
Hierarchy, and repair, if I may uſe the 
Expreſſion, the ſpiritual Dilapidations of 
his Puritan Predeceſſors, by introducin 

Diſcipline, Order, and Decency, all which 
had been fo ſcandalouſly — 2 for ſome 
Time before; but his chief Crime was, 
endeavouring to introduce a Liturgy in 
Scotland, contormable to that in England ; 
this was never forgiven by thoſe turious 
Covenanters, who with an 1nveterate Rage 


purſu'd him to the Block: Nor was the 


Diſingenuity of his Enemies leſs than their 
Malice, for they charg'd him with being 
popilaly attected, notwithſtanding his no- 

le Detence of the Proteſtant Religion a- 
gainſt Fiſber the ſeſuit: However, in ſpite 
of Calumny and Detraction, the Wiſe 
and Good will ever reverence his Me mo- 


ry; and, as he was one of the greateſt Men 


the Reformation has produc'd, always look 
on him as a ſingular Ornament of that 
Church, for whole Altars he died a Mar- 
tyr. To theſe were join'd another Sort of 


Men, who were furious Enemies to all 


reveal'd Religion, but now aſſum'd a Cloal: 
of Sanctity, that they might ſhare in the 
2 Plunder 


1. 
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Plunder of the Monarchy and Church; theſe 
laſt were the true — 2 of ſome of our 
modern Whigs, who have juſt as much Con- 
ſcience and Religion, as their Progenitors; 
but the moſt conſiderable Men in this Fac- 
tion were that Part of the Nobility and 
Gentry, who, being Men of Letters, had 
por'd ſo long in their Studies over muſt 

Books of Politicks, as to fall in love wit 

a Common-wealth ; every one fancied 
himſelf a Marius or Sylla, and long'd to 
be beating out one another's Brains wath 
Stools and Benches, at every Election of 
a Magiſtrate : The firſt Hopes of a Com- 
mon-wealth were put into their Heads by 
the late Example of the States of Holland, 


who having about thirty Years before re- 


volted from their natural Prince the King 
of Spain, and form'd themſelves into a 
Republick, began to grow conſiderable in 
the World for Riches, Strength, and Power; 
the Succeſs of theſe Fiſhermen made our 
Republicans mad to follow the Meaſures 
of a People, who were deſtin'd to ruin 
our Trade by their Avarice, and our Mo- 
rals by their Example: A Parliament con- 
_ fiſting of ſuch Men as theſe could not fail 
to uſe all Means of undermining a Govern- 
ment they were reſolv'd to ſubvert: The 
firſt Attack they made upon the King, was 
through the Sides of his Favourite the 
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Duke of Buckingham: This Nobleman 
had been recommended to King James, 
not only by the Beauty of his Perſon, 
which made him an Ornament of the 
Court, but by the ſhining Qualities of his 
Mind ; 2 magnificent in his Nature, 
generous, affable, and perfectly well bred; 


an Encourager of Merit even in his Ene- 


mies, and a Patron of Learning; but a 
little too fierce and haughty. Theſe great 
Qualifications of .courſe muſt render him 


an Object of Envy and Hatred to Men, 


whoſe mo were diametrically oppo- 
ſite, being li 


with a falſe Spirit of Religion, made 
— Enemies to all Gallantry and Gran- 
eur. 

Tris Parliament, having thus ſhew'd 
ſo dangerous a Diſaffection, were diflolv'd 
by the Prudence of the King, tho' they 
had given him no great Subſidy ; this un- 
dutitul and factious Behaviour oblig'd him, 
under ſuch great Preſſures, to take extraor- 
dinary Meaſures, but warranted by the 
frequent Examples of his Predeceſſors on 
like Occaſions; the Cries and Clamour of 


his People in Behalf of the Proteſtant Re- 


ligion, and not the Pique of the Duke of 
Buckingham, had engag'd him, in Defence 


of the Roc bellers, in an expenſive War, in 


which 


ttle, mean-ſpirited, peeviſh, 
ſplenetick Panaticks, whoſe Blood, ſour'd 
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which they had entangled him on purpoſe 


that he might become precarious, and lie 


at their Mercy, who had not Generoſity 
to relieve his Neceſſities at a leſs Expence 
than the deareſt Jewels of his Crown, in 
lopping his Prerogative : This put him up- 
on the Projects of Loans, Benevolences, 
and Ship-money, in which he was juſtify'd 
by numerous Precedents, and the Opinions 
of his Judges; but, ſuppoſing he was ne- 
ver ſo much in the Wrong as to this Mat- 
ter, he ſoon made a ſufficient Attonement, 
by a Renunciation of all ſuch Pretenſions for 
the future, and obliging himſelf to do ſo 
no more; Repentance 1s all the Satistacti- 
on we can make to Heaven for our Fail- 
ings, and certainly ought to have con- 
tented Subjects. That it had been the 
Cuſtom of our Engliſb Kings to ſupport 
their great Neceſſities by a voluntary 
Tivo from their Subjects is paſt diſ- 

ute; of this we have ſuch frequent Ex- 
amples all along in our Chronicles, that it 


is unneceſſary to ſpecify any particular In- 


ſtances. 
Tux ſucceeding Parliament trod in the 


Steps of their Predeceſſors, whoſe Vio- 
lence they imitated by a freſh Attack up- 
on the Duke of Buckingham, againſt whom 
they were furniſhed with Matter by the 
Malice of my Lord of Briſtol, who, hav- 
R 4 ing 
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ing been Ambaſſador at the fame Time 
that the Prince and Duke were in Sparn, 
upon a Miſunderſtanding between them, 
conceiv'd ſo mortal a Hatred againſt 
Buckingham, that he meditated nothing 


leſs than his Ruin: This Quarrel gave an. 


Opportunity to the Parliament of ſup- 
porting the Earl's, Accuſations with their 
own Impeachment, and brought the Kin 
into the Quarrel, who bejng the bel 
Judge of the Matter, ſupported Buck:ing- 
bam againſt Briſtol, between whom and 
the Duke there were mutual Recrimina- 
tions. 

Some of the Articles againſt the Duke 
were falſe and groundlels; others malici- 
ouſly wreſted, as nothing is more eaſy 
than to give a Reverſe of any Action; 
and ſome Things, which were alledg'd as 
Crimes, the generality of Mankind will 
call Virtues ; this Article was, That, making 
Uſe of the great Power he had with the 
King, he had advanc'd his Kindred and Re- 
lations. How great a Crime this was, 
the Duke's own Anſwer will fatisfy : 
Vat be belirewd he were rather worthy to be 
condemn'd in the Opinion of all generous 
Men, if, being in ſuch Favour with his 
Prince, he had only minded his wn Ad- 
vancement, and forgot thoſe whom the Ties 
of Blood had fo particularly recommended to 
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Bis Care. So unreaſonable are ſome Men, 
as, for Want of Faults, to reproach the 
very Virtues of their Enemies. 
- Tn1s conſtant ill Humour in the Peo- 
ple, which increas'd every Day, oblig'd 
this great but unfortunate Prince, to fre- 
quent Diſſolutions of his Parliaments, in 
Hopes to heal theſe Diſtempers, to the 
Cure of which he contributed every 
Thing in his Power; he granted the Pe- 
tition of Right, and abridg'd his own le- 
gal Authority, merely to oblige his Peo- 
le, by ſuch convincing Teſtimonies, of 
us Bounty and Goodneſs; but all in vain, 
there was no pleaſing a Sort of Men, who 
were reſolv'd to quarrel with him, whe- 
ther he would or no; this forc'd him to a 


Reſolution of having no more Parliaments 


for a time, in Hopes the ill Humours, 
which had fermented fo long, would of 
themſelves ſubſide, when they ſhould no 
longer be ſtirr'd by Oppoſition : But this 
Prince was deſtin'd to have no Reſt from 
his Troubles; he had no ſooner put an 
End to the Seditions in England, by 2 
Diſſolution of the laſt Parliament, but he 
found new Trials of his Patience, by the 
factious Behaviour of his Scotch Subjects: 
Theſe Seeds of Diſſenſion, if not ſow'd at 
firſt, were improv'd and cultivated by the 


Artifices of Cardinal Richlieu, who con- 
ſtantly 
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ſtantly for ſeveral Years had his Agents in 


Scotland, who kept open the Breach be- 


tween the King and his People. Theſe 
horrid Fanaticks had oblig'd themſelves by 
a moſt impious Covenant to deſtroy the 
eſtabliſh'd Hierarchy, and introduce in the 
Stead their own wretched Diſcipline ; but 
the King, who knew their miſchievous 
Principles, was not inſenſible how neceſ- 
fary it was to put a Stop to the growing 
Evil, which, if not check'd, would have 


very fatal Conſequences, not only on the 


Peace of the Church, but the Safety of 
the Crown, whoſe Intereſts ſeem'd fo in- 
terwoven, as mutually to ſupport each 
other: In order therefore to reduce his 
Scotch Subjects, he rais'd an Army in Eng- 
land; but by the Intereſt the Covenanters 
had here among their godly Brethren, and 
the Treachery of ſome Perſons in his own 
Court, he was hinder'd from chaſtiſing 
thoſe Rebels, when he had a ſuperior 
Force: A timely Suppreſſion of theſe Scotch 
Vipers might in human Probability have 
prevented the Diffuſion of the Poiſon, and 
that unnatural Rebellion, which ſoon at- 
ter broke out in England; but it was the 
Fate of this Priace, and indeed his Fami- 
ly, to be always betray'd, and eſpecially 
by thoſe who lay under the moſt indiſpen- 
fable Obligations of Gratitude and Fideli- 


ty; 
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for ſo abandon'd were the Villains of 
is Court, that ſome of his Bed-chamber- 
men made no Scruple to pick the King's 
Pockets when he was in Bed, and copy fs 
Letters, which they ſent tothe Covenanters. 
Tur Scots, having invaded England, 
oblig'd the King to call a Parliament, he 
had try*d in the Year 40; but finding the 
Commons purſue the ſame Meaſures, he 
was forc'd to diſſolve them after a Seſſion 
of 22 Days: But now approach'd his Fate, 
for being oblig'd to call another, that un- 
fortunate Parliament aſſembled in November, 
the ſame Year ; theſe where the Men who 
for 19 Years together, except ſome Inter- 
ruptions of their Power, domineer'd in a 
deſpotick Manner, and took away the 
Lives, Liberties and Eſtates of their Fel- 
low-Subjects, while, on pretence of deliver- 
ing them from imaginary Evils, they in- 
volv'd them in real. It is ſurpriſing to re- 
flect how ſo inconſiderable a Part of the 
Nation, as the Republicans were at this 
Time, to which Number I confine thoſe 
who deſign'd to change the Government in- 
to a Common- wealth, ſhould promiſe them- 
ſelves Succeſs in ſo bold an Undertaking, 
as the Subverſion of a Monarchy, almoſt 
as ancient as the Rocks of our I{land ; for 
tho the leading Men, by their ſpecious 
Pretences, drew in vaſt Numbers to ny 
eir 
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their Part, however the Majority had no- 


further View than to ſecure thoſe Liberties; 
which their factious Chiefs had made them 
helieve were invaded, 

Tnx firſt indirect Attack, made on the 
King by this Parliament, was through the 
Sides of my Lord Strafford his chief Mini- 

ſter, who was a Gentleman of great Parts 
and Abilities, and firſt of that Party in 
tormer Parliaments, who being moderate 
Men were for redreſſing Grievances by 
calm, legal and decent Methods, according 
to the Preſcription of the Laws, without 
a Violation of the Duty they ow'd their 
Prince, or the publick Tranquillity; Dig 
upon a Diſcovery of the ill Deſigns of the 
Fanatick Party, he went over to the King's 
Side, charm'd with that Goodneſs, and Vir- 
tues, which needed only be known to 
be reverenc'd : This Deſertion of the 
Cauſe was a Crime which theſe Men could 
never forgive; upon this Accouat they 
had reſolv'd his Ruin, and in order to 
their Revenge exhibited numerous Arti- 
cles againſt him, moſt of which he ſatis- 
factorily anſwer'd, and thoſe which did 
feem to affect him, amounted to no more 
than Miſdemeanors ; but, when the Laws 
would not reach his Life, they reſolv'd 
to ſupply that Defect by the legitlative 
Power, and fo paſs'd the infamous * 
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of Attainder, of which they were leſs a- 
ſham'd than afraid, for they inſerted a 
Clauſe to prevent the Uſe of this Caſe 
as a Precedent for the future, as if what 
was Juſtice to one, was not the ſame to 
the reſt of Mankind : The King long he- 
ſitated in paſſing this Bill, which was 
contrary to his Conſcience ; till attack'd 
on every ſide by the Solicitation of his 
falſe Friends, and the Clamours of the Rab- 
ble, he yielded at laſt to the Artifices of the 
perfidious Biſhop of Lincoln and others, 
who trick*d both the King, and Strapord, 
into their mutual Ruin. 

NoTHING ever went ſo near the Heart 
of Charles, as the Death of this Great 
Man, for which he atterwards teſtify'd 
ſo much Remorſe on the Scaffold; a hap- 
py Penitent, who had no other Crime 
to charge on his Conſcience, but what 
was extorted from him by the Violence 
of a Rape on his Inclinations; but not 
long after, more fatally abus'd by thoſe 
in whom he too much confided, he was 
advis'd to paſs that Act to make this Par- 
lament undeterminable, but at their own 
Pleaſure. To this unhappy Step is to be 
alcrib'd the ſubſequent Calamity of King 
and Kingdom: Ir is reported, that the 
next Morning after the tatal Conſent gi- 
ven to that Bill, the Earl of Dort came 

cover'd 
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cover'd into the King's Bed-chamber, 
and, when admoniſh'd to think where he 
was, anſwer'd, That there was no King 
of England; which in effect was true, 
the Power which ſhould defend the 
Throne being alienated and given into 
the Hands of Men, who made no other Uſe 
of this Power, but to deſtroy themlelves, 
their King, and Country. 

Tur Parliament no ſooner ſaw them- 
ſelves Maſters of their own Time, to lit as 
long as they pleas'd, but they pull'd off 
the Mask, and, by demanding the Militia, 
which was taking the King's Sword from 
his Side, convinc'd the World of their 
ill Deſigns: The Power of the Militia 
was an inſeparable Right of the Crown, 
and could not be transferr'd to other 
Hands, without the King's manifeſt De- 
ſtruction; of this he was too ſenſible to 


grant ſo unreaſonable a Demand; but the 


Commons repeating their Violence, and 
inciting the Rabble in vaſt Numbers to 
inſult him at his Palace-Gate, oblig'd the 
King to retire with his Children to Han p- 
ton-Court ; after which, finding that no 
Condeſcenſions could bring them to a Senſe 
of their Duty, he made a Progreſs into 
the North, which was more free from the 
Infection that had ſpread itſelf all over the 
South and midland Parts of the Kingdom, 


by 
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being nearer to London, the very Foun- 
tain Head of Sedition : Upon this, the Parlia- 
ment made actual War upon the King, by 
ſeizing his Town of Hull, to which Place 
they ſent Sir John Hotham, who refus'd the 
King Entrance when he came to the Gates: 
Notwithſtanding this Act of Violence, 
which was actual Treaſon and Rebellion, 
theſe Men had the Aſſurance to tell the 
World that the King "ws made War upon 
them. This ſtrange Procedure deſtroy*d all 
Hopes of a Reconciliation ; after ſuch an 
Indignity, the King found it inconſiſtent 
with his Honour, or the Duty of the 
Truſt repoſed in him, to treat with ſuch 
abandon'd Men, till they ſhould make 
him Reparation for this Affront; but the 
Parliament perſiſting in their Mutiny, 
and thro* Conſcience of their Guilt be- 
ginning to arm, the King found it ne- 
— to accept the Offers which the 
Nobility, and Gentry, in the North 
made him, to guard and defend his Per- 
ſon: After which, marching to Notting- 
ham, he erected his Standard, and ſum- 
mon'd his People according to the Obli- 
gations of their Allegiance to defend his 
Crown, and Dignity, againſt his open 
and profeſs'd Enemies. Thus began the 
diſmal War of 41, which, by the juſt 
Judgment of God, ended at laſt in the 
Confuſion 
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Confuſion and Diſgrace of the firſt Con- 
trivers. Whoever will take the Pains to 
conſider the Motives and Steps to this 
War, and impartially weigh the Merits 
of the Cauſe on either Side, by reading 
the ſeveral Remonſtrances, Speeches and 
Declarations, both of King and Parlia- 
ment, muſt certainly acknowledge that 
the King was only on the Defenſive Side; 
and that the Meaſures he took were no 
more than what were abſolutely neceflary 
to defend his Perſon and Authority 
againſt the rude and unjuſtifiable Attacks 
of a popular Faction, who had vilible 
Deſigns of ſubverting the eſtabliſh'd and 
ancient Government. The Nation thus 
divided into two Parties, Cayaliers and 
Rovndheads, the Church 1ntirely, and the 
moſt virtuous Part of the Nobility and 
Gentry, ſided with the King; with the 
Parliament the trading Part of the Na- 
tion generally, whole Principles were 
more eaſily corrupted, than thoſe of a 
more generous Education: The Officers 
of the Parliament Army, excepting ſome 
few Perſons of Quality, who at firſt en- 
B38 0, but ſoon repenred, conſiſted chief- 
 Iy in Soldiers of Fortune, ſome of whom, 
having been bred in the German Wars, 
came over upon theſe Diſſenſions at Home, 
and fided with chat Party who had 1 
mo 
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moſt Money to pay them, without entring 
much into the Merits of the Cauſe on 
either Side; the reſt were Bankrupts 
and broken Tradeſmen, whoſe deſperate 
Circumſtances made a War neceſſary to 
mend their Fortunes in the Publick Ruin : 
That theſe People ſhould engage againſt the 
Crown is no Wonder; but what ſeems 
unaccountable is, that any of the Nobility, 
who all derive their Luſtre and Privileges 
from the Prince, ſhould not think them- 
ſelves oblig*d, as well by Intereſt as Duty, to 
ſupport the Crown, after whoſe Fall, they 
could not expect to ftand themſelves; the 
Truth of which will appear by the Event 

VARIOUS were the Succeſſes of this 
cruel War, in which ſeveral bloody Bat- 
tles were fought with alternate Fortune: 
In the Beginning the King ſeem'd to have 
the Advantage, whoſe Troops, carried 
on by a Principal of Honour, moſt com- 
monly routed the Enemy, till at laſt their 
Want of equal Courage was ſupply'd by 
Enthuſiaſm, which made the Viſionaries 
fight more like Furies, than Men ; never- 
theleſs the King had one Opportunity put 
into his Hands of making an End of the 
War, if his good Genius had inſpir'd him 
with Reſolution to lay hold on this fa- 
vourable Occaſion ; but inſtead of march- 


ins to London with a victorious Army, 
8 where 
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where the Parliament had none to defend 
them, by a fatal Advice, whether mali- 
ciouſly or 3 given, is uncertain, 
he fat down before Gioceſter, which 
Place being vigorouſly defended, kept 
him ſo long in Play, till the Parliament, 
who before deſponded, had Time to re- 


cover their Conſternation, and raiſe a new _ 


Army, which turn'd the Fortune of the 
War: It is certain, that the Faction at 
this Time were under ſo great a Terror, 
that the Leading Men had conſulted their 
Safety, in having Veſſels ready to have 
tranſported them to France and Holland, 
in caſe the King had march'd directly to 
London, where he had no inconſiderable 
Party to have join'd him; by this Con- 
duct he would have unkennel'd the Vermin 
at Weſtminſter, and ſo made himſelf Matter 
of the factious City, whoſe inexhauſtible 
Riches were the chief Support and Nouriſh- 
ment of the Rebellion. 

AFTER this fatal Error, the King's Af- 
fairs daily declin'd, to which Turn of 
Fortune ſome Miſunderſtandings among 
his own Party not a little contributed : 
However, it the Scotch Covenanters had 
not come in to the Aſſiſtance of their 
Brethren, it 1s probable the King would 
have been able to have ſupported his 
Cauſe in Eugand; but this new Army 

| conſiſting 


„„ RELE ESE 259 


eonliſting of 20000 weigh'd down the 
Scale: This perfidious People, notwith- 
ſtanding they had engag'd themſelves upon 
the Concluſion of the lait Peace, in which 
the King had granted all their Deſires, ne- 
ver more to bear Arms againſt him, never- 
theleſs broke all tlieſe ſolemn Proteſtations, 
and conſpir'd his Ruin in Concert with the 
Engliſh Parliament; this conſiderable Ad- 
dition made the Parliament too ſtrong for 
the King long to oppoſe, who, after the 
fatal Battle of Naſeby, loſt all Hope of 
Succeſs in his Affairs; this Defeat was 
the moſt conſiderable that happer'd in all 
the War, the King's Army being entirely 
routed, his Cannon, Baggage, and Am- 
munition taken; and among other Spoils 
of the Field, his Cabinet ot Letters were 
ſent to the Parliament, who now no long- 
er reſtrain'd within any Bounds of Reſ- 
pet toward their Prince, baſely expos'd 
the Secrets of Man and Wife, by print- 
ing the Letters between the King and 
Queen, which illuſtrious Princeſs was wor- 
thy better Fortune than what ſhe found 
from the Hands of thoſe Brutes, who, con- 
trary to the Tenderneſs and Indulgence of 
our Laws to the Fair Sex, voted her guil- 
ty of High- Treaſon, only tor obeying the 
Laws of God, Man and Honour, in aſſiſt- 
ing the King her Husband ; which ill 
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Treatment ſhe bore with a Greatneſs of 
Mind and Courage above her Sex, ſo as 
to convince the World that ſhe was wor- 
thy to be the Wite of Charles the Martyr, 
and Daughter to Henry the Great : This 
Example was enough to frighten foreign 
Princeſſes from venturing to Match into 
a Country, where common Decency, and 
the Law of Nations, were ſo little ob- 
ſerved. 

Tur King, upon this Run of ill For- 
tune, his Garriſons daily ſurrendering, 
juitted Oxford, which was the laſt con- 
iderable Place that held for him; and thus 
deſtitute of Friends or Council, put him- 
ſelf into the Hands of the Scotch Army 
who lay: before Newark : Immediately up- 
on this, the Parliament of England ſent to 
demand his Perſon ; this was at firſt de- 
ny*d by the Covenanters, who enter'd into 
a molt ridiculous Diſpute, whoſe King he 
was moſt, tho? neither had ſhew'd them- 
ſelves his Subjects before; but at laſt for 
a Sum of Money they baſely deliver'd 
him to his mortal Enemies, notwithſtand- 
ing the Promiſes of Protection they had 
given him. 

Tuus was this unhappy Prince now a 
Priſoner to his own Subjects; who, how 
well they made good the ſpecious Preten- 
ces, when they firſt took Arms againſt = 

ve 
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have convinc'd the World: They then de- 
clar'd, that they tought for the Honour and 
Safety of the King, whom they pretended 
to reſcue from ill Hands, and make bim a 
glorious Prince, which in one Reſpect they 
perform'd, by giving him Martyrdom, 
the only Crown they had not Ambition or 
Malice to take away ; he had not been 
long a Priſoner, when the Independant 
Party in the Houſe and the Army, who 
had different Views from the reſt, ſend a 
Cornet with a Eody of Horſe to ſeize the 
Perſon of the King, and take him by Vio- 
lence from the Parliament Commiſhoners; 
the Army had been now new-modell'd by 
a Self-denying Ordinance, as they call'd ir, 
of Parliament, which made their own 
Members incapable of Commands; by 
Virtue of this Order, the Officers that 
were Mcmbers, and the Nobility, had 
quitted their Commands, and ſo made 
Way for a more popular Party, who were 
now Independants, to come in their Room; 
this was the Faction who had ſeiz d the 
King, in order to their impious Deſign of 
putting him to death. The Parliament 
91 at this Violation of their Au- 
thority, in ſeizing the King, who was their 
Priſoner, upon which ſeveral Remonſtrances 
{d between them and the Army; but 
ow could theſe unthinking Men expect 
83 any 
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any Deference or Obedience from Per- 


ſons, into whoſe Hands they themſelves 


had put Arms, and taught them to rebel 
againſt the only Power, to which they 
ow'd a Duty. 

IN the mean while the Independant- 
Party, ſupported by the Army, after all 
the Condeicenſions of the King, as far as 
his Conſcience would permit, notwith- 
ſtanding both Houſes had voted his Con- 
ceſſions a Ground of Peace, reſolv'd on 
his Tryal, and to bring him, as they 
calPd it, to Juſtice ; having firſt purg'd 
the Houſe by a Secluſion of a great Part 
of their Members, who, tho* they had 
gone thus far Hand in Hand, were not 
harden'd enough to coinply with this lat 
Villany. 

NEVERTHELESS the abandon'd Miſ- 
creants, ſupported by the Fanatick Army, 
had the Impudence to perpetrate the exe- 
crable Deed, by putting their anointed So- 
veraign to death at the Gate of his own 
Palace: This deteſtable Action render'd at 
this Time the Engliſßs Nation odious to 
the reſt of Mankind, and made the remo- 
teſt Savages bluſh at the Infamy of their 
Fellow- Creatures; notwithſtanding, we 
have liv'd to ſee the Time, in the Reign 
of his Grandſon, when the Preſs and the 
Pulpit have ventur' d, if not to juſtify, to 
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extenuate this horrid Violation of all that 
was Sacred. 

SUCH was the End of this pious Prince, 
whoſe ſad Cataſtrophe could not be pre- 
vented by the Remonſtrances, Petitions, 
Sighs and Tears of his People : There had 
ſeveral Deſigns been laid for his Eſcape ; 
but his own Deſtiny, and the ill Genius 
of England, were too ſtrong to be reſiſt- 
ed. Some have aſſerted, that Cromwell 
himſelf, upon the Diſgutt between the 
Army and Parliament, who deſign'd to 
disband them, had made ſome Advances 
of Reconciliation with the King, whom 
he offer'd to reſtore, not only to his legal 
Authority, but to make him as abſolute 
as the Grand Seignior, on condition he 
would maintain the Army, govern deſpo- 
tically, and ſupport their Ambition; but 
the good Prince, ſo far from being guilty 
of thoſe Deſigns, with which his Enemies 
tax'd him, would not purchaſe his Life, 
Liberty and Revenge, at the Expence of 
his Conſcience : Nothing could certainly 
have been more agreeable ro human Na- 
ture, if not corrected by the higheſt Spirit 
of Chriſtianity, than to have had his Ene- 
mies deliver'd into his Hands by thoſe ve- 
ry Men whom they had arm'd for his De- 
ſtruction: But this generous Refuſal had 


too fatal Conſequences; ſo much is it 
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{afer to be really a Knave, than only to be 
call'd ſo; tor if he had been the Man his 
Enemies repreſented him, he might have 
fav'd himtelf at their Expence: The fla- 
gitious Cromwell, finding the King inca- 
pable of ſerving his Ends, from that Mo- 
ment refoly*d his Ruin, and afterward took 
other Meaſures to ſupport his Greatneſs. 
Sucn was the Conſcience of this good 
King, of which he ſhew'd the ſame Ten- 
derneſs in that noble, tho? fatal Defence of 
the eſtabli{þ*d Church, which coſt him his 
Lite at laſt. Let his Enemies ſay what 
they will, nothing is more certain, than 


that he dy'd a Martyr to his Religion. 


For Proof of which, I believe, all will al- 
low, that before the War broke out, if 
he would, by a Violation of his Coronation 
Oath, have ſacrific'd the Church, diſſolv'd 
the Hierarchy, and have heartily eſtabliſh- 


ed Presbytery, diſcharg'd his Biſhops, and 


have made Dr. Calamy, and thoſe of that 
Stamp his Chaplains, there would have 
been no Civil War; and that, notwith- 
ſtanding all the Pretences of Male-admi- 
niftration, he would have been reputed 
a Saint by thoſe very Men, who took up 
Arms againft him: This granted, it was 
plain that he was ruin'd merely on Ac- 
count of Religion, of which it 1s not fate 
tor a King of England to have too much: 
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We have had no more than two Princes 
on the Throne ſince the Reformation, who 
were truly ſincere in their reſpective Per- 
ſuaſions, and what was their Fate? One 
loſt his Head, and the other his Crown. 
HRE we muſt make ſome Reflections 
on the juſt Puniſhment of the Presbyterian 
Party, who being the firſt Contrivers of 
the Rebellion in 41, were now not only 
expelPd the Houſe, and diſgrac'd, but ſome 
of the principal Leaders fin'd and impri- 
ſon'd, by their own Fellows, and Confe- 
derates in their common Rebellion, being 
treated with the ſame Severities as Cava- 
liers and Malignants ; theſe Men firſt ran 
the King down, and the Independants cut 
his Throat; the Scots fold him, and the 
Engliſh murder'd him; both Parties, both 
Nations, as they were Partakers of the 
Guilt, ſoon felt the Vengeance due to ſo 
execrable a Treaſon and Parricide : Nor 
did that Part of the Nobility eſcape bet- 
ter, who, having join'd in the War, conti- 
nu'd to fit at Weftminſter after the Death 
of the King, and the Diſſolution of the 
Government in Church and State: But to 
the Honour of that illuſtrious Body, the 
Majority of whom were loyal, theſe were 
but a very few, being only a Rump of the 
Lords, as the Commons were of the Low- 
er-Houſe, who now voted themſelves _ 
| els, 
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leſs, and turn'd them out of Doors; not- 
withſtanding which Indignity, ſome were ſo 
very mean-ſpirited as to wave their Here- 
ditary Right in a nobler Station, and ſit 
by Election in the Houſe of Commons, 
even in their blur Ribbonds, thoſe Badges 
of Honour they had receiv'd from the 
Crown, and in no better Company than 
broken Attorneys and Brewers Clerks. 

IT muſt certainly at this Time have 
been a great Satisfaction to the Cavaliers, 
notwithſtanding their own Misfortunes, to 
ſee their Enemies reduc'd to the fame ill 
Circumſtances with themſelves, without 
the Comfort of a good Conſcience to ſup- 

rt them; fo juſt and remarkable was 
the Puniſhment of theſe thoughtleſs Lords, 
who not content to enjoy their Privileges, 
Eſtates and Honours, under the Protection 
of a mild and gracious Prince, join'd with 
a popular Faction to ruin the Monarchy, 
and pull down the Church, forgetting that 
they were Kinſmen to that Throne, which 
could not be ſhaken without ſtaggering 
themſelves, nor deſtroy'd without dragging 
them into the ſame Gulph of Ruin. Now 
they ſaw the diſmal Conſequences of their 
Folly and Ingratitude to the beſt of Prin- 
ces; they found themſelves inſulted by 
Dray-men and Coblers, and domineer'd 
over by the very Dregs of the People, . 
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of ſuch conſiſted the Officers of this Ar- 
my, who now tyrannically govern'd the 
Nation; ſome of whom were ſo very ob- 
ſcure and mean, that they had no Names 
but what were given them by the Pariſhes 
that bred them: They now faw them- 
ſelves very much mittaken in thinking to 
form an Ariſtocracy, which muſt have 
been the Deſign of thoſe Lords, who help'd 
the Commons to deſtroy the Monarchy ; 
but they found to their Coſt, that the 
Dregs of a Democracy were the natural Cor- 
ruption of our Government, aſſoon as the 
Conſtitution was diſſolved; they now faw 
themſelves on a Level with the reſt of 
their Fellow - Subjects, {tripp'd of the Pri- 
vileges they enjoy'd above thoſe of their 
Rank in other Countries, and in no ſmall 
Danger of returning to the Place from 
whence ſome of them came, the Bar, or 
the Counter, and ſinking into the Body 
of the People, to be no more diſtinguiſh'd 
by Title than Merit, 


CHARLES 
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[ 1648. ] 


ERE legally begins the Reign of 
Charles the ſecond, but we ſhall ſee 
a long Parentheſis of Troubles and Con- 
fuſions between this Time, and his happy 
Poſſeſſion of the Throne: This Prince 
was in Exile when he heard the diſmal 
News of his Father's Murder; upon 
which he immediately aſſum'd the Title 
of King; nor indeed was it any more 
than a Title, till his Reſtauration in Eng- 
land, notwithſtanding he was call'd to the 
Throne of Scotland where the Covenan- 
ters had now quarrel'd with their Engliſb 
Brethren, in ſpight of the ſolemn League 
between them; the Scots pretended to 
blame the Engliſb for the Murder of the 
King, tho' common Charity will hardly 
oblige us to believe the Sincerity of their 
Compaſſion for a Prince whom they had 
taken ſuch Pains to ruin, or that Men 
of ſuch horrid Principles could have any 
Reſerve of Conſcience; the Truth was, 
they now grew apprehenſive of the grow- 
ing Common-wealth in England, whoſe 


Principles they knew too well, not to 


apprehend the Ambition of a People, 
whom 
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whom no Alliances, or Covenants could 
bind ; this Conſideration, more than 
any Senſe of Duty, made them reſolve 
to reſtore their lawful Prince, and ſet 
on Foot the Treaty of Breda, which 
had like to have been interrupted by an 
Action of the moſt unparallePd Barba- 
rity that ever was committed by a civi- 
liz d Nation; this was the Execution of 
the great Montroſe, for no other Crime, 
but acting by the Commiſhon of that 
Prince, whom they were going to reſtore : 
Nothing can make his Country amends 
for the Infamy of this Cruelty, but her 
having had the Honour to produce ſo Brave 
a Man, whoſe Greatneſs of Mind, Courage, 
and Fidelity, tho? they ſeem'd buried with 
him, we faw lately .break fourth again, 
collaterally in the Name and Blood of a 
Graham, * 

Tur King, after ſome Reluctance up- 
on this Occaſion, condeſended to accept a 
Crown, which was not worth the taking 
from the Ground ; for he was no ſooner ar- 
riv'd, but his firſt Entertainment was the 
Spectacle of Montro/es Quarters, his moſt 
* and faithful Servant; ſoon after 

e found the Treatment of his own Per- 
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fon all of a Piece with the reſt of thet» 
Actions; they forbad the Towns, and 
Burroughs, to make him any Preſents, 
allow'd him no more Money, than they 
thought fit for his Pocket, kept him un- 
der Correction, and in ſhort, treated 
Him more like a School-boy, than their 
Prince : 'This unaccountable Carriage, 
with the Fury of their Zeal and En- 
thuſiaſm, would make one think that 
theſe People, ſo different from the reſt 
of Mankind, were certainly poſſeſs'd with 
an evil Spirit; but notwithiſtanding the 
general Frenzy, which over-ran that Na- 
tion at this 'Time, there was {till a gal- 
lant Party left, who not paiſon'd with 
the Principles of the Kirk, retain'd the 
Fidelity, and Bravery of the Ancient 
Scots; but they were too weak to ſup- 
port the Intereſt and Honour of their 
Prince, againſt the more powerful Facti- 
on of the Covenant: The King himſelf 
was fo ſenſible of their ill Uſage, that he 
once delign'd to go away, preterring the 
Miſery of begging his Bread in a foreign 
Country, to the titular Government of 
ſo wretched a People; but he was at laſt 
perſuaded to return from the Highlands, 
and do ſo much Violence to his Nature, 
as to breathe the ſame Air with thoſe 


Fanaticks. 
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Tur Reſtauration of the King in Scot- 
land, and the Preparations for War, juſtly 
alyrm'd the Rump at Weſtminſter, who, to 
prevent the Deſigns of their Enemies, ſent 
Cromwell, now newly made General, into 
Scotland, where he had ſeveral Skirmiſhes 
to the Diſadvantage of the Scots; till re- 
duc'd to great Want of Proviſions, he was 
forced to retreat Homewards, and at laſt 
was ſo ſurrounded by the more numerous 
Enemy, that his Condition was thought 
deſperate: This ſo rais'd the infolent Hopes 
of the Covenanters, that they concluded the 
Day their own, while the godly Min ſters 


in their frantick Viſions went about from 


Rank to Rank, aſſuring the Soldiers that the 
Lord of Hoſts was on their Side; that 
there was no need to uſe their Weapons, 
for the Lord had deliver'd the Enemy in- 
to their Hands; ſuch was the Aſſurance 
of theſe Enthuſiaſts, when Cromawe!/, made 
deſperate by Neceſſity, fell upon them, and 
ſo cudgell'd the Saints, that for a good 
while after they had a very ill Opinion of 
the Friendſhip of Heaven: This was that 
memorable Battle of Dunbar, tought on 
the 3d of September, a Day always coun- 
ted auſpicious to that Tyrant. 

HERE we mult deſcant a little on the 
Force of Enthuſiaſm; Mahomet eſtabliſh'd 
his Religion by no other Means, and his 

Succellors 
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Succeſſors in a little more than ſixty Years 
conquer d a greater Extent of Ground, than 
the Roman Empire, by downright Dint of 
Enthuſiaſm: Ihe Anabaptiſts in Germany, 
did Wonders againſt regular Troops, and 
our Engliſb Fanaticks in the Parliament 
Armies were invincible, The Scorzfþ Co- 
venanters are the only Exception. This 
Defeat at Dunbar, the wonderful Victo- 
ties of my Lord Montroſe, and their laſt 
Behaviour at Bothwell-Bridge, ſufficiently 
confirm this Afﬀertion : Tho? at that laſt 
Place, they had a General * to their Ene- 
my, who was not very tond of doing them 
much Harm. So remarkable it is, that 
the Scots, who in all Ages and Countries 
diſtinguiſh'd themſelves by their perſonal 
Bravery, whenever they fought upon com- 
mon Principles, like other Men, no ſooner 
ran Mad with Religion, but they turn'd 
arrant Cowards ; for whenever they choſe 
Feſus Chriſt for their General, they always 
ran away, and made leſs Uſe of their 
Swords than Bibles. | 

Tris Defeat was a great Blow to 
the King's Affairs; not for the Loſs of 
thoſe Covenanters, who were his Ene- 
mies, and deſerv'd to be extirpated, but 
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in reſpect to the Reputation and Strength 
which it gave to the growing Common- 
wealth in England. However, with the 
Ruins of this Scotch Army, and ſome o- 
ther Troops which he had on Foot, he at- 
terwards reſolv'd to try his Fortune in 
England, after having firſt been crown'd 
at Scoon ; and now giving the Engliſh 
Army the flip, he march'd to Carliſle, 
and ſo through the North-welt of Eng- 
land to Worceſter, where he halted to 
take Breath and refreſh his weary 
Troops, fatigued with ſo long a March, 
and the continual Skirmiſhes in the Way; 
his Forces being conſiderably diminiſhed, 
as well by Loſſes as Deſertions; for great 
Numbers daily ſtole away upon the ill 
Proſpect of their Affairs; ſo that the 
King had not at Worceſter above 12000 
effective Men, the Country not coming 
in as was expected; not through any Want 
of Courage or Inclination in his Friends, 
who had all along given ſuch wondrous 
Proofs of an invincible Fidelity, but the 
Militia, being every where in Arms, pre- 
vented their Jefien? Rendezvouzes; never- 
theleſs the brave Earl of Derby appeard 
in the Royal Cauſe, for which he was 
barbarouſly put to Death by the Uſurpers, 
notwithſtanding the Parole of Quarter 
given upon his Surrender ; but it was no 


Wonder, 


— 
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Wonder, if thoſe Monſters obſerv'd not the 
Laws of Honour, who had fo long violated 
thoſe of God, and Nature. | 
Tux King, thus diſtreſs'd, had nothing 
left but Deſpair to 8 him in the 
Thought that his Condition could not be 
worſe : Cromwell, who had purſu'd him 
all the Way from Scotland, was now ar- 
rived with a numerous and difciplin'd Ar- 
my, who beleaguer'd the Scots in Wor- 
ceſter; upon this the Beſieg'd made a de- 
ſperate Sally, in which they ſhew'd a Gal- 
lantry equal.to the juſtice of the Cauſe 
in which they fought, but all in vain; the 
Fortune of Cromeel!l was irreſiſtible. The 
King, finding all loſt, refolv'd to part 
with his Hopes and Life together; but at 
laſt perſuaded by the Tears of his Friends, 
he conſulted by Flight the Safety of a Life 
that was dearer to others than himſelf: 


He was now in the Heart of the King- 


dom, purſu'd by a victorious Enemy; all 
Paſſes, and Avenues, guarded by Men in 
Arms, {0 that to eſcape long was beyond 
any human Proſpect ; nevertheleſs, by the 
miraculous Conduct of Providence, he 
was reſerv'd to bleſs his People with an 
auſpicious Reign; for after ſeveral Dangers, 
ad Adventures, he fately eſcap'd into 
France, | 


Tatrs 
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'Trx1s Defeat at Worceſter gave the fi- 
niſhing Blow to the Royal Fortune; and 
now all Hope that the Crown or Church 
could ever be reſtor'd was vani{h'd ; fo 
that the Republicans had a ſure Game in 
their Hands, but they wanted Genius and 
Addreſs to manage it; it Honeſty is fo 
abſolutely neceſſary to preſerve a Govern- 
ment already eſtabliſh'd, how much more 
Occaſion is there for the ſublimeſt Virtue 
tolay new Foundations ? The Word Pa- 
triot was now known in England; but 
like Spirits, tho? frequently mention'd, ne- 
ver ſeen nor felt: The ill Conduct of this 
Rump, who, having uſurp'd the Govern- 
ment, deſign'd a Perpetuation of their un- 
juſt Authority, ſoon open'd the Eyes of the 
People, who, being fleec'd and oppreſs'd by 
their new Maſters, could not fail to make 
melancholy Reflections on the Change of 
their Condition, to which their own Folly 
and Credulity had betray'd them, by 
hearkening to their Quack Politicians, 
Who, on pretence of mending the Govern- 
ment by deſtroying the Old Conſtitution, 
had phyſick'd the Common-wealth into in- 
curable Convulſions: By this appear'd the 
Villany of their factious Leaders, and the 
Charm of Novelty once worn off, they 
long'd again for the ancient Form of Go- 
T 2 vernment, 
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vernment, which with ſo much Levity they 
had help'd to deſtroy. 

InsTEAÞ of a limited Monarchy, cir- 
cumſcrib'd by the Bounds of the Law, 
which had lodg'd a Power in the Crown 
to relieve the Injur'd, ſuccour the Op- 
preſs d, mitigate the Rigour of the Laws, 
and diſtinguiſh Objects of Mercy; under 
the Notion of an equal Common- wealth, 
they found themſelves govern'd by cruel 
ome inexorable Men, who facrifc'd the 
publick Good to their private Intereſt, 
and thought Severity the only Sign of 
Wiſdom : Inſtead of that mild Diſcipline, 
and decent Ceremony in the Church, fo 
neceſſary to raiſe a proper Devotion, they 
found their Conſciences oppreſs'd by the 
Tyranny of a Fanatick Inquilition ; while 
they, who murmur'd to pay lawful Tithes 
to alearned and reverend Paſtor, now ſaw 
themſelves oblig*d to impoveriſh their Fa- 
milies to ſupport a greaſy and illiterate 
Blockhead ; inſtead of thoſe noble and 
moral Harangues, which by the Force of 
human Eloquence lead Men into a love 
of Virtue . and a good Life, they heard 
Ine Pulpits reſound with nothing but Vi- 
ſion and Blaſphemy, in impoſing on Hea- 
ven with Buffoonry and extemporary 
Nonſenfe ; ſuch were theſe Teachers, who 
in the ridiculous Cant of theſe Times, 
nay 
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nay in the Language of the Parliament, 
were calPd, a Godly — Able — Faith- 
4 — Painful — Goſpel-Preaching Mi- 
niſtry. 

Nen a Government in Church and 
State muſt neceſſarily fall under univerſal 
Contempt, which made Way for Crom- 
well to put in Execution his long pro- 
jected Deſigns; for having an Army at 
his Devotion, whoſe Officers he had 
moulded to be ſubſervient to his Ambi- 
tion, he by Violence expels the Remnant 
of the long Parliament, and makes him- 
ſelf Maſter of his Country: This Oliver 
Cromwell was deſcended by a Daughter 
from the famous Cromwell in the Time 
of Harry the eighth : From this Anceſtor, 
who was one of the firſt Fanaticks in 
England, Oliver ſeems to have deriv'd 
his Enthuſiaſm, which, now meeting with 
more Power and Malice, was more fa- 
tal ; this Perſon, from a very private Gen- 
tleman, by running in with the Humour 
of the Times, which was Whining, Can- 
ting, and e had rais'd himſelf 
by degrees to the ſupream Command in 
the Army. Whether or no he was really 
fo great a Man, as ſome People fancy, 
who always admire ſucceſsful Villany, we 
will here inquire: Some of his Contem- 
poraries, in their Memoirs, have deny'd 

T 3 even 
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even that which ſeems his moſt viſiblz 
great Quality, lis perſonal Courage; but 
this Dilingenuity we will impute to Pique 
and Envy, by allowing him a Quality, 
which 1s no longer a Virtue than whea it 
is well plac'd; we find it often in Thieves 
and Highwaymen, as well as Heroes; and 
Philoſophy calls it only a brutal Ferity, 
when not founded on a Baſis of Prudence 
and Juſtice: As for the other great En- 
dowments both of Body and Mind, 
which are the Ladders of Ambition, and 
have rais'd Men in all Ages and Coun- 
tries, he ſeems to have wanted them all, 
except a profound Diſſimulation and Hy- 
pocriſy ; his Perſon was mean, his Aſpect 
unpromiſing, and his Addreſs awkward 
and unbecoming a Gentleman; beſides, his 
natural Parts were not extraordinary, nor 
improv'd by any great Adyantages of E- 
ducation, for he was very ignorant of the 
me World, and not oyer-learn'd, notwith- 

anding he had been bred in an Univer- 
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dition, that when he was only a "er 
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Bargeſs in the Year 41, before he was 
known in the World, or the War broke 
out, Sir Bevil Granvill, who was a Mem- 
ber of that Parliament, conceived fo mor- 
tal a Diſguſt againſt the Perſon of this 
Cromwell, that he could not endure to ſit 
near him in the Houſe; and when he was 
ask'd by his Friends, what Reaſon he had 
for that Averſion, he reply'd, he could 
ive no Account, but that his Mind fore- 
ded, that ill-look'd Fellow would de- 
ſtroy the King; a Preſage not more re- 
markable than true; but we have ſeveral 
Inſtances of the like Nature in Story: So 
that after all, we muſt aſcribe this extra- 
ordinary Riſe to a ſtrange Conjunction of 
Circumſtances in the Time he liv'd, which 
as they never happen'd in the World be- 
fore, ſo probably never may again; for a 
Man to raiſe his Fortune by Preaching 
and Praying, which were the only Talents 
that firſt recommended him to this Fana- 
tick Army, a Profeſſion which in other 
Ages and Countries never much minded 
Religion: Upon this Conſideration, we may 
rationally conclude, that had he been born 
in England at any other time, he would 
have been no more than Oliver Cromwell; 
and if in France, never had a Regiment 
of Horſe, | 
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NEVERTHELESS, we now fee him veſt- 
ed with the ſupreme Authority, and, un- 
der the Title of Protector, arm'd with 
more Power than what our Laws and 
Conſtitution allow to our lawful Kings; 
this Uſurpation was the more eaſily ſubmit- 
ted to by the People, by reaſon of their 
Uneaſineſs under the late Government, at- 
ter whoſe Expulſion they thought no 
Change could make their Condition worſe. 
Here we cannot but obſerve a Circulation 
of Juſtice on all Parties who had a Share 
in the Rebellion againſt Charles the firſt; 
it being the Method of Providence to make 
wicked Men the mutual Inſtruments of one 
another's Puniſhment ; the Scots, who firſt 
led the Dance by an Invaſion of England, 
with their Solemn League and Covenant, we 
have ſeen chaſtis'd, and at laſt finally ſub- 
du'd by their ungrateful Brethren in Eng- 
land, whom they ſupported in the War 
againſt their common Prince; the Presby- 
terian Party expell'd by the Independant 
Rump, and now thoſe Wretches themſelves 
difloly'd and turn'd out of Doors, to the 
Deriſion of the whole N ation, by their 


own Creature and Servant, who aſſum'd 


their Authority, and tyrannically exercis'd 
an abſolute Power, lodg'd in a ſingle Per- 
lon, contrary to his own. and the conſtant 
Declarations of his Party, | 


Tris 
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Tr1s uſurp'd Title he made ſhift to de- 
fend during his own Life, notwithſtanding 
the frequent Conſpiracies of all Parties to 
deſtroy him: However, it is certain that 
his Affairs were in a very ill Condition be- 
fore he died ; for he found his Parliaments 
refractory, and not to be manag'd as he 
expected, inſomuch that one of them pre- 
ſum'd to queſtion the very Authority that 
brought them together; upon which he 
was forc'd to diſſolve them, without doing 
his Buſineſs: Beſides, there began to be 

reat Factions in the Army form'd againſt 
him, even by his own Kinſmen and Crea- 

tures, who, by the ſame Power that had 
firſt rais'd him, in all Probability would 
have pulPd him down again, being reduc'd 
to very great Straits for Want of Money, 
which Neceſſities put him upon Projects 
of getting that Abroad which he could not 
at Home. This Conſideration induc'd him 
to ſide rather with France than Sparn, the 
laſt 2 Enemy that could yield him 

reate oty and Plunder; beſides the 

opes of which, he was a Penſioner to 
Cardinal Mazarine, who ſupply'd him with 
great Sums of Money. 

THr1s falſe Politick of Cromwell, in aſ- 
lifting France againſt Spain, gave the firſt 
Shock to the Balance of Europe, and was 
the Riſe of the preſent French Greatneſs, 

at 
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at this Time ſo formidable to their Neigh- 
bours ; the en A of England in the Scale 
made the French too heavy for the Spa- 
ziard, and brought on the Pyrenæan Trea- 
ty, in which that Match was concluded, 
which has brought French Heirs to the 
Crown of Spain, one of whom is now at 
this Day ſitting on that Throne to the 
Terror of Europe, on which he had never 
mounted, if the ſame Cauſes had not con- 
curr'd to produce the ſame Effects. 

Tre Succeſs of our Arms in this War 
gave great Reputation to the Engliſb, who 
deſerv'd to have been train'd in a better 
Quarrel than that, which had made fo 
good Soldiers: Theſe Triumphs in Flan- 
ders happen'd „ to recompenſe 
our Diſgraces in the Veſt-Indies before, 
where the Engliſb, making a raſh and ill- 
concerted Deſcent upon Hiſbaniola, were 
Mamefully defeated by a Handful of Spa- 
mards and Negroes: This Diſappointment 


was no ſmall Mortification t> Cromwell, 


who had promis'd himfeli Mountains of 
Gold from this Expedition, which proving 
abortive, made his Circumſtances more 
neceſſitous; a Senſe of which, and an ill 
Proſpect of his Affairs, together with the 
Loſs of his beloved Daughter Cleypole, 


made fo 875 an Impreſſion on his Spirits, 
his Health, and fling him into 


as to affe 
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tlie Diſtemper of which he died; during 
his Sickneſs, he fell into frequent Deliri- 
ums and Ravings, at which Time that 
falſe Spirit of Religion, which had ſo long 
ſeduc'd him, being more inflam'd by the 
Malignity of his Fever, burſt into blaſphe- 
mous Raptures and pretended Revelations 
of that Mercy, which he had ſo long ab- 
us'd, and even now to the laſt, by a final 
Impenitence. 

ON his Death-bed, by a Nuncupative 
Will, he declared his Son Richard his Suc- 
ceſſor, who enjoy'd the ProteCtorſhip ſome 
Time, being complimented by the whole 
Nation on his Acceſſion to the Govern- 
ment in congratulatory Addreſſes from 
51 Burrough and Body politick in Eng- 
land and Ireland, with the moſt ſolemn 
Aſſurances of Lives and Fortunes; never- 
theleſs, the ſame People in a few Weeks 
{aw him fink without drawing one Sword 
in his Quarrel. This was the firſt Inſtance 
of theſe Addreſſes, by which Princes may 
ſee how little they may rely on this Sort 
of Compliment. The Common-wealth | 
Faction, and that Party in the Army who | 
had combin'd againſt the Father, found it 
much eaſier to compaſs their Deſigns on the 
Weakneſs and Incapacity of the Son, who 
wanted his Father's Vigilance to foreſee, 
and Reſolution to obviate Dangers „ for 

ant 
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Want of which laſt Quality, he was pulPd 
down by the mutinous Army, and diveſted 
of his Authority. 

Tuus, after a Reign of nine Months, 
ended Richards mock Government; on 
which, the Army, divided in their Coun- 
cils, according to their ſeveral Views, not 
knowing well what to do, were forc'd to 
recall the Rump to the Exerciſe of their 
Authority. 

Tusk frequent Changes in Govern- 
ment not only made the Eng/;/b Nation ri- 
diculous Abroad, but puzzled foreign Mi- 
niſters, reſiding here, how to behave them- 
felves, what Parties to court, to whom 
addreſs, or indeed how. to direct their 
Memorials ; for the Names and Titles va- 
ried with every Form of Government ; 
ſometimes a Parliament, then Protector, 
then Parliament again, Juncto's, Commit- 
tees of Safety, Sc. all which Confuſions 
are the neceſſary Conſequences of Folly 
and Faction; when Men leave the beaten 
Paths preſcrib'd by the Laws and ancient 
Conſtitution, to follow the Syſtems of 
their own wild Imaginations, by Attempts 
above their Genius: Such was the preſent 
Caſe, Men not qualified by Birth or Edu- 
cation, but rais'd from the Stall, or the 
Dray, were advanc'd to the ſupreme Dig- 
nities, and made Companions to _ 
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how awkward this Greatneſs ſat on them, 
the following 8 will demonſtrate: 
There was at this Time a Genoeſe Reſident 
in England, who deſigning to wait on Scat, 
one of the greateſt Men in the Council of 
State, with much ado obtain'd a Direction 
in Writing where he lodg'd; which was at 
the Sign of the Cat and Fiddle near St. 
Clement*s Church ; a 55 Lodging for 
ſuch a Miniſter of ſuch a Republick as the 
Rump: This Direction was more ridiculous 
in Talian, the Language in which it was 
written, by reaſon of the pompous Titles 
which that ceremonious People give to all 
Perſons of Diſtinction. 

Bor it was not long before the Army 
began to quarrel with the Parliament, 
whom they had juſt reſtor'd; this Inſo- 
lence was ſo reſented by the Repreſenta- 
tives of the People, as they call'd them- 
ſelves, that they ventur'd to break ſeveral 
Leading Officers, and vacate their Com- 
miſſions; the Chief of theſe was Lambert, 
the moſt conſiderable and active Man in 
the Army ſince the Death of Cromwell, 
whoſe Steps the ſame Ambition prompted 
him to follow: Lambert, finding this Re- 
| ſolution in the Parliament, thought fit to 
put an End to their Authority, in order 
to which he ſent Soldiers to poſſeſs the 
Avenues 2 to Weſtminſter, and pre- 


vent 
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vent their Sitting; this Violence determin'd 
the Power of the Rump for this Time : 
Thus the Men, who made ſuch an Outcry, 
when their lawful Prince only enter'd their 
Houſe to demand five Members whom he 


accus'd of Treaſon, muſt now be conten- 
ted to be pull'd by the Ears, and inſul- 


ted by ruffianly Soldiers at the Beck of 


a Serjeant. | ITY 
THz Army, having thus expell'd the 
Members, arrogated to themſelves the 
Government, for the Management of which 
they erected a Council call'd, A Committee 
of Safety, conſiſting of 23 Perſons : Theſe 
frequent Diſtractions gave an Opportunity 
to the renown'd General Monk, to put in 
Execution that glorious Deſign of reſcuing 
his Country, whoſe Convulſions no Re- 
medy could cure, but a Reſtitution of the 


King to his Crown, and the People to 


their Liberties, 

Ix order to this, having firſt modelled 
his Army by caſhiering the diſaffected Of- 
ficers, he march'd out of Scotland on pre- 
tence of defending the Parliament againſt 
the Army, and making the Military Pow- 
er ſubſervient to the Civil; the Plauſibili- 
ty of this Declaration met with univerſal 
Concurrence : Upon which, Fleetwood, who 
commanded the Army, and was a Man of 
| Thorter Views and leſs Ambition than 

| Lambert, 
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Lambert, ſecing a general Defection to- 
wards Monk, was torc'd to reſtore the 
Parliament. In the mean while Monk, by 
ſlow Marches, approach'd the Town, ha- 
ving firſt with great Addreſs perſuaded the 
Parliament to remove the diſaffected 
Troops into diſtant Quarters, and fo 
make Way for his own at London; where 
he was no ſooner arriv'd, after publick 
Thanks from the Parliament for the great 
Services he had done them, but he was 
commanded on a Piece of Service that had 
like to have ruin'd all his Deſigns ; this 
was, to chaſtiſe the Inſolence of rhe City, 
who had been refractory to their Maſters 
the Parliament, and refus'd to pay Taxes: 
This Order he obey'd with great Violence 
to his Inclinations ; but there was no third 
Party to take, he muſt either ſubmit, or 
quit his Commiſſion : The Parliament, 
in this Command to General Monk, had 
a double View ; one was, to humble and 
reduce the City ; and the other, to make 
Monk odious, and loſe his Intereſt a- 
_ the Citizens: For Haſelrig, and 
the leading Republicans, began to -grow 
jealous of him upon his Retyfal to take 
the Oath of Abjuration, by which he 
muſt have renounc'd the Intereſt of 
Charles Stuart, as they then calld the 
King; though a Reluſal of LONG 

at 
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Oath might have unravelled all his De- 
ſigns, and fo have prevented his intended 
Reſcue of his Country : However, con- 
ducted by that noble Principle of not do- 
ing Evil that Good might come of it, 
he would rather have loſt his Commiſ- 


fion, and all his Hopes, than enter into 
ſo horrid a Sacrament : But his great Ad- 


dreſs furniſh'd him with Shifts to evade 


this Oath for the preſent ; upon this Ac- 


count he was the more willing to obey 
the Parliament 1n pulling down the City- 
Chains and Poſts, that by this Compli- 
. ance he might give them a good Opi- 
nion of his Devotion to their Service, 
tho? at the ſame Time underhand he 
took Care to inform the Citizens, how 
unwilling he was to obey theſe violent 
Commands: This private Remonſtrance 
preſerved Monk in the good Opinion of 
the City, and the more enrag'd them a- 
gainſt the Parliament; the Intereſt that 
the General found he had in the City, 
gave him the greater Encouragement to 
execute his Defigns of reſtoring the ſe- 
cluded Members to their Seats in the 
Houſe, notwithſtanding all the Oppoſi- 
tion of the Fanatick Party : This Point 
once carried, there only wanted a vo- 
luntary Diſſolution of this long Parlia- 


ment, 
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ment, to make Way tor another more free 
Repreſentation of the People, who, being 
left to themſelves, no longer ſcrupled what 
they ſhould do, but reſtor'd the King and 
Royal Family to their Right, from which 
they had ſo long by an arm'd Violence been 
detain'd. 

Tuus, after ſo many vain Efforts of the 
nobleſt, richeſt, greateſt Part of the Na- 
tion, was accompliſh'd this miraculous Re- 
volution, by the prudent Management of 
one Brave Man, who, by a wondertul Ad- 
dreſs in the Conduct of this Affair, ſhew*d 
himſelf as Great in his Cabinet, as at the 
Head of his Army. 

As an Affair of this Nature required the 

ateſt Secrecy; ſo very few Perſons were 
intruſted, among whom Sir John Granvill 
was the mm i Negotiator ; whoſe Fa- 
mily, as they had rhe Honour to defend 
the Royal Cauſe with their Blood in the 
Field, ſo they had the Happineſs to be the 
immediate Inſtrument in this Glorious Re- 


volution. 

THe more we think of this wonder- 
ful Turn, we ſhall meet {till freſh Mat- 
ter of Surprize and Aſtoniſhment; for 
when we conſider that the whole Na- 
tion, weary of the Tyranny, under which 
they had ſo long groan'd, wiſh'd for no- 
thing more than the Reſtauration of the 

U King, 


\ 
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King, it ſeems a Wonder that ſuch a 
Change ſhould not ſooner happen ; bur, 
on the other hand, when we reflect on 
the Difficulties to be overcome, ſo ma- 
ny entangled Intereſts to be unravelled, 
ſo many Parties united, an Army averſe 
to Kingly Government, and moſt of them 
dipp'd in the Guilt of the late King's 
Blood, for which they could expect no 
Mercy, to be made ſubſervient to De- 
ſigns, to which their Principles were ſo 
contrary, we may more wonder that ſo 
hazardous an Enterprize ſhould ever ſuc- 
ceed; nor could it at laſt, without the 
immediate Interpoſition of that Power, 
by which the World is govern'd, the ſig- 
nal Footſteps of whoſe Providence were ne- 
ver more adorably conſpicuous, than in the 
happy Conduct of this Great Revolu- 
tion. 

Tur new Convention was no ſooner 
met, but both Houſes immediately paſs'd 
a Vote to declare the Government of 
England, according to the Coſtitution, 
in King, Lords, and Commons; by this 
they recogniz'd his Title, and ſoon at- 
ter ſent reſpective Members from each 
Houſe to invite Charles the ſecond to 
the Exerciſe of his juſt Authority : Ne- 
ver was ſo ſudden a Change in the Pal- 
fions of Men, as now in the Royal Par- 

| ty; 


ty, who were lifted from the Bottom of 
Deſpair to the higheſt Tranſports of Joy, 
by a Turn, that converted Darkneſs into 
Light, Confuſion into Order, Want, Ra- 
in and Violence, into Peace, Plenty and 
Eber. 

THz King was at this Time in the 
Territories of the States, having liv'd for 
the moſt part in the Dominions of Spain, 
ever ſince he was oblig'd to quit France, 
upon the Treaty between that Crown 
and Cromwell; all which Time, not- 
withſtanding the Neceſlity of their Affairs 
made the French incapable of an open 
Protection, however, underhand, they 
ſupply'd the King with Money; ſo that 
molt of the Bread that he and the Royal 
Family eat, even in the Spaniſh Domi- 
nions, where he met with more Com- 
pliments than real Aſſiſtance, was bought 
with French Money: This is a Secret 
not commonly known, or believ'd, but 
being Truth, it is Juſtice to acknowledge 
Ws :-- | 

Taz King had no ſooner receiv'd the 
Addreſſes, and Invitations of his People; 
but he prepar'd to return into his na- 
tive Country, and take Poſſeſſion of that 
Crown, to which he had fo undiſputed a 
Right: He made his Entry into __. 
London on the 29th of May, a2 
| U 2 Day 
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Day doubly auſpicious for his Birth and 
Return: Never was Cavalcade more II- 
luſtrious, than this Triumphal Entry in- 
to the Capital City ; whether we con- 
ſider the Greatneſs, and Sincerity of the 
Joy, the Solemnity of the Spectacle, the 
Auguſt Majeſty of the Perſons, who were 
three Brothers, the fineſt Princes of Eu- 
rope, all in the Flower of their Age, 
riding thro? the Acclamations of the Peo- 
ple agitated with the difterent Paſſions of 
Joy, and Shame, Joy to ſee them return'd 
- laſt, and Shame to have injur'd them ſo 
ong. | 
Kon was the auſpicious Reſtauration 
of Charles the ſecond, a Prince of ex- 
traordinary Virtues, and ſome few Faults, 
moſt of which proceeded rather from his 


Fortune and Circumſtances, than his Na- 


ture; but his good Qualities very much 
out-ballanc'd the other ; for beſides a 


ſublime and elevated Genius, that ſeem'd 


turn'd for Buſineſs, if not diverted by his 
Pleaſures, he had very great natural Parts, 
a penetrating Judgment, and no fmal| 
Knowledge of Men; with theſe Advan- 
tages he made a Shift to rub thro? the 
Difficulties of no ſhort Reign, in which, 
by an almoſt neceſſary Inſincerity, lie juſt 
kept himſelf above Water; whereas a 
little of his Father's or Brother's rigid 

| Honelty 
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Honeſty wouid inevitably have ſunk, and 
have givea him their Fate, 

Tu Duke of York ſeem'd made in an- 
other Mould, and to be the Antipodes 
of his Brother in Temper and Diſpoſi- 
tion; Charles was looſe, voluptuous, and 
too much a Libertine ; James was grave, 
ſevere, devout; and tho* he now and then 
fell into the ſame Diſorders with his Bro- 
ther, as to Women, thoſe Weakneſſes 
ſeem'd but tranſient Paſhons in him, 
which were conſtant Habits in the other : 
Charles was forgetful of his Friends, and 
kind to his Enemies; by which falſe Po- 
litick he endeavour'd to reclaim a Sort 
of People, whom no Obligations could 
make grateful, and neglected thoſe, whom 
no Injuries could hardly fill with Reſent- 
ment: The Duke, on the other hand, 
was not only juſt, and conſtant to his 
faithful Friends, but terrible to his Ene- 
mies, whom he always purſu'd, when they 
had Power to hurt him, and always for- 

ve when they lay at his Feet; the one 
eem'd to prefer his Eaſe, and Intereſt to 
his Reputation, and the other to ſacrifice 
all Things to his Conſcience : The King 
made Indolence, and Pleaſure, the ſole 
Objects of his Deſires, and made no Scruple 
by little Means to obtain his Ends ; but 

* © the 
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the Duke choſe rather to deſerve, than po. 
ſeſs good Fortune. 
NorwirnsTAN DING theſe Failings in 
Charles the ſecond, in Contradiction to 
the common Fate of our Engliſb Kings, we 
muſt reckon him both among our good 
and happy Princes; his Memory is ſtill 
ador'd < the People, in ſpite of all the 
Pains that have been taken of late Years to 
ive them wrong Impreſſions ; but it will 
2 a Task above the Eloquence of a certain 
Party to perſuade Men out of their Senſes, 
who will pit i be competent Judges of 
this Truth, while they are able to diſtin- 


iſh between Pain and Pleaſure, Want 


and Plenty. 

A Sweetneſs of Temper, Affability, 
and good Nature, were leſs remarkable 
in this Prince, by being eſſential to the 
Name of Stuart; the firſt Inſtance of 
theſe good Qualities was, his Care in 
expediting an Act of Oblivion, that he 


ight ſettle a Quiet in the Minds of his 


mi 

Subjects, equal to the Serenity of the 
Government they had the Happineſs to 
live under: In this Affair he was forc'd 
to interpoſe between the Juſtice of his 
Parliament and the Guilt of his Enemies, 
a /greater Number of whom were de- 
ſign'd to be excepted in this Act of In- 
demnity, than what the Mercy gf this 
2 Prince 
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Prince would permit; ſo that there was 
but ten Examples made out of ſo many as 
were guilty of his Father's Blood. In this 
Number we find Hugh Peters, who being 
half Buffoon, and half Madman, ſeem'd a 
much greater Object of Mercy than Mil- 
ton, who was ſav'd for ſome Reaſons I 
could never hear. This wicked Perſon had 
undoubredly an equal Hand in the King's 
Blood with the Judges themſelves, who 
paſs'd the Sentence; if writing in Juſtifi- 
cation of a Crime may be reckoned a 
Guilt; the laſt Offence has this Aggrava- 
tion in it, of not only endeavouring to 
wipe away the Blackneſs and Odium of 
the Crime, but to exhort an Imitation of 
the Example: However, he found ſo much 
Reſpect to his Parts and Learning, as to 
be only incapacitated from bearing any 
Office during Life: Afterward he loſt his 
Sight, it ſeeming equitable that he him- 
ſelt ſhould want Eyes, who, by the dazzling 
Light of a falſe Rhetorick in his impious 
Writings, had blinded ſo many of his de- 
luded Countrymen, and led them into the 
Ditches of Error, Schiſm, and , 


Rebellion. 
Tres neceſſary Acts of Juſtice being 


{d, and the Government ſettled on ſuch 
aſting Foundations as promiſed nothing 
bug Peace and Happineſs, the young Mo- 

TY U 4 narch, 
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narch, voluptuous in his Nature, and too 
much reſign'd to his Pleaſures, ſeem'd 
reſolvd to make amends for the Chagrine 
of ſo long an Exile, by enjoying the Reſt 
of Lite: This made him neglec taking 
ſuch Meaſures as would not only have ſe- 
cured his own Quiet and Safety, but that 
of his Succeſſors. As all Turns of State are 
generally violent and precipitate, this Prince, 
at his firſt Acceſſion to the Throne, found 
a Diſpoſition in his People to have made 
him as great and abſolute, as a reaſonable 
Ambition could have deſired : For through 
Conſcience of their late Injuſtice they 
thought they could not do too much to re- 
compenſe a Family, whom they had fo 
undeſervedly injur'd ; beſides, the wron 
and popular Notions of Liberty, whic 
had been ſo fatal to them, were now ex- 
ploded; they had too dearly bought the 
Experience of their Errors, and the Con- 
ſequences were too freſh in their Memories 
of purſuing chimerical Notions of ill- 
jy Dangers, a wrong Senſe of which 

ad involved them in all their Troubles: 
This made the People of England, now 
newly return'd to their Senſes, the more 
willing to truſt that Power in the Prince, 
which they had found they could not ma- 
nage themſelves, but to their own De- 
ſtruction, 


Bur 
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Bur Charles, through an Indolence in 
his Temper, or elſe wholly guided by the 
Counſels of the Chancellor, rejected all 
Advances that were offer'd to make him 
eaſy, ſafe and great: How that Miniſter 
came afterwards to fall into the Odium of 
a Party, to whom he was fo ſerviceable, 
is a Myſtery ; for he was the fatal Perſon 
who advis'd his Maſter to court his Ene- 
mies and neglect his Friends, by which 
falſe Politick the Intereſt of the Royal 
Family has been deſtroy'd : Beſides this, 
ſeveral other Counſels were given by the 
- fame Perſon, that ſeem more popular than 
arbitrary; for he prevented ſuch a Re- 
venue being ſettled on the Crown, as 
would have made the Kings of England 
not ſo dependant. Notwithſtanding all 
theſe Services, this great Man was at- 
tack*d by a FaCtion in the Houſe of Com- 


mons, and forced into Exile, in which he 


died, leaving his Maſter by his fatal Miſ- 
takes entangled in ſuch Difficulties, as ſuc- 
ceeding Miniſters without Violence could 
not unravel. 

AMONG theſe the chief was, the famous 
Anthony Aſhley Cooper, Earl of Shaftſbury, 
who, from an old Presbyterian, either 
through Ambition or Inconſtancy, was 
intirely come over to the Royal Party: 


This Miniſter was a Man of extraordinary 
Parts, 


| 
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Parts, great Knowledge of the World and 
Application to Buſineſs, but of no Princi- 
ple, Honour, or Conſcience; in Confir- 
mation of which, he had chalk'd out a 
Way for the King his Maſter to have tram- 
pled on the Necks of his People, and to 
ve been as abſolute as the Great Mogul; 
but Charts, through a Diffidence in his 
Nature, and Averſion to Enterprizes of 
Hazard, but chiefly out of a Principle of 
Generoſity that would not permit him to 
make ſo ill a Return to a People, who had 
ſo frankly reſtored him, rejected the per- 
nicious Advice : 'This not a little diſguſted 
Shaftſbury, whoſe Reſentments being more 
inflam'd afterwards by the King's not con- 
curring in ſome other of his arbitrary Pro- 
jects, made him at laſt break all Meaſures 
witli the Court, go over to the other Par- 
iy and ſet himſelf up the Champion of 
the popular FaCtion; and as he was a Man 
violent in his Fa ſſions, and implacable in 
his Malice, hc conceiv'd ſo mortal an A- 
verſion to the King, that, like a baffled Ra- 
viſher, he reſolv'd to ruin that Virtue, 


which he could not debauch. 


Tux firſt ten Years after the Reſtoration, 
the King maintain'd his Authority; in the 
Year 1665, he made a ſucceſsful War on 
the Dutch, in which the Duke of York, 
commanding as Lord High Admiral, by 
his Conduct and Courage confirm'd the 

. Reputation 
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Reputation he ſo juſtly had acquired, by 
ſuch a Preſence of Mind in the greateſt 
Dangers, ſuch a wonderful Firmneſs, In- 
trepidity and Contempt of Life, as would 


have been Raſhneſs in a common Tarpau- 


lin, and more proper for a Cadet, who had 
no other Profpett to make his Fortune: 
But ſuch is the Diſingenuity of a certain 
Party, who never allow any Virtues in 
their Enemies, that this conſpicuous Quali- 

ty has been of late diſputed. | 
T1LL about this Time the Duke had 
prudently conceaPd his Religion ; but af- 
terwards by degrees he began to grow 
ſuſpected of being inclin'd to a Faith, 
which would be diſadvatageous to the In- 
tereſt of a Prince who was one Day to 
mount the Throne of England, to which 
he was undoubted Heir upon his Brother's 
Want of Children: But it was not long 
before his Sincerity, not the leaſt conſpicu- 
ous among his other Virtues, made it plain 
that he was of a different Religion trom 
that of his Country. The Openneſs of his 
Conduct gave the Malice of his Enemies 
an Opportunity to undermine a Prince, 
whoſe Virtue they 1 might be 
one Day fatal to a Faction, who were re- 
ſolv'd not only to ruin the Duke, but extir- 
pate the Royal Family, and through his 
Brother's Sides deſtroy the King — 
who 
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who indeed, at the bottom, was of the 
ſame Principles as to Religion : However, 


conſidering his profound Diffimulation in 


this Point, his Enemies had no juſt Grounds 
to ſuggeſt to them an Opinion of his bein 

a Catholick, which remain'd a Secret till 
the only Time that Men ſeldom diſſemble. 

Ir is certain that this Hypocriſy preſer- 
ved the King from the Fury of that Storm, 
which not long after attack'd the Crown; 
and on the other hand, the contrary Inge- 
nuity ruin'd the Duke of York when he 
came to poſleſs one; who made himſelf 
amends for the Loſs of all other Intereſts, 
by preſerving the moſt preferable Good, 
that happy Peace of Mind which reſults 
from a good Conſcience. 

ABouT the Year 70, that Republican 
Spirit, which ſeem'd extinct at the Ręſto- 
ration, began to kindle again from its Em- 
bers, and flame anew ; the War, which ſoon 
after was declar'd againſt the Dutch, gave 
the Hydra Faction an Opportunity to erect 
their Heads, and hiſs again. 

Tuk Inſolence of the Dutch, their re- 
peated Injuries to the Eng/z/þ Nation, the 
Cries of our Merchants, and the abſolute 
Neceſſity of ſupporting our Commerce a- 
gainſt the Avarice of ſo powerful a Rival, 
who daily raviſh'd away our Trade, made 
a War againſt that People highly juſtifia- 


ble 
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ble: Beſides all which, if there were no 
other Ground of a Quarrel, the perſonal 1.1 

Affronts offer'd to the King in their daily 1 

Lampoons and ſcurrilous Paintings, of 13 
which no Redreſs could be obtained, tho? 

often demanded, were a juſt Provocation 
for any Soveraign Prince to draw his 

Sword, and chaſtiſe ſuch Inſolence. If pri- 
vate Men think themſelves obliged to 
vindicate their injur d Honour; how 

much more Sacred are the Characters 

and Perſons of Princes? But it was not 

the Caſe of Charles alone, the French 

King had his Share of the Affront, which | 

made it ſeem the common Cauſe of Ma- | 
jeſty to vindicate the Honour of crown'd it 

Heads from the Attacks of an inſolent 0 A 

People, who, elated with their Riches and | 

3 ſeem'd to inſult the reſt of Man- 

1 
THe Succeſs of this War was anſwer- 

able to the Juſtneſs of the Cauſe; the 

French, with an uninterruf gd Torrent of 

Victory over-ran almoſt the ſeven Pro- 

vinces, and in one ſtupendous Campaign 

made themſelves Maſters of ſo many 

Towns, as to humble and reduce that 

proud Common - wealth within thoſe 

Bounds, which, it is the Intereſt of her 

ps Neighbours, ſhe ſhould never ex- 

C 


* 
RY 


— — 
— 4 + s Ld 
"Ss Thpe' S . 


EPP 
"Fw 


* — — 
r _ —— 2 
- = ae vx XS 
—————————————————————————————— 
- hay. Ge LY -:%- - ” 2 = LEES 
_ - > « . = 4 $ — ® -2 


ON 


302 ASHORT VIEW, &c. 


On this Occaſion, my Lord Shaftſbury, 
who was then in the Miniſtry, made the 
famous Speech, Delenda eft Carthago, the 
wiſeſt and honeſteſt Advice that Perſon 
ever gave: That the Intereſt of England 
and Holland, as to Trade, are incompati- 
ble, is ſo plain and obvious, that nothing 


more ſhews the falſe Politicks of Queen 


Elizabeth in this Point, than her permit- 
ting thoſe revolted Provinces to form 
themſelves into a Republick; that it was 
her Intereſt to ſupport them againſt Spain 
is certain; but ſhe ſhould have ſtopped 
there, and not have ſufter'd them to make 
themſelves a free State. If the Dutch had 
ſtill continued ſubject to the Spaniard, whoſe 
Genius and Politicks are not turn'd to In- 
duſtry and Improvements, the People of 
theſe Provinces had to this Day been Fiſh- 
ermen, while the Engh/ſh, for this laſt 
Century, would have had the fole Com- 
merce of the Univerſe, with all the Con- 
ſequences of ſo vaſt and uninterrupted a 
Trade, immenſe Riches, greater Numbers 
of People, and every Man's Eſtate pro- 
portionably increaſed ; while the Dutch 
themſelves, compell'd to fly hither for 
Shelter, would have been at this Day 
Subjects in that Country, of which they 
lately were too much Maſters, 
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To this may be objected, that we ſhould 
at this Time have wanted Holland as a 
Barrier againſt the preſent Power of France: 
But this Objection is eaſily refuted ; for if 
the Shipping and Force of England and 
Holland, as now confederated, are a Match 
at this Day for France, How much ſtron- 
ger would the ſame Power be when cen- 
ter'd in one Point? If we had the Mo- 
ney, People, Manufactures, Strength and 
Shipping of Holland, in this Iſland, join'd 
to our own, moſt of which we ſhould 
have had if they had never been a Re- 
publick, with the Advantage of Situati- 
on, England would have been an inex- 
hauſtible Magazine of Men, Money and 
Arms, and at this Day one great Garriſon 
and invincible: Beſides, if we had all a- 
long had no Rival of the Dutch, it would 
have been more our Intereſt, as well as 
more fealible, to have prevented the im- 
moderate Growth of France theſe laſt fifty 
Years. 

Tur wonderful Succeſs of France a- 
larm'd the Republican Party; they could 
not without the laſt Regret ſee their dear 
Brethren reduced to tuch Diſtreſs : Upon 
this, they raiſed ſuch a Clamour, as ob- 
lig'd the King to recall his Troops in 
the French Service. The popular Appre- 
henſions which theſe Men raiſed, and the 

ill 


| 
1 
' 
| 


= — 


IS - — St ww» * « 
— 7  - > 2 1 838 8 


- — — 


2 J ͤ[U6!ÜT —„—? . — 


— 
- a, 2 


8 1 7 
£ » ©. 2 
27 r. — 


AN 
9 


304 A SHORT VIE W, Ge. 


ill Blood that they made towards the King, 
laid the Foundation of thoſe Diſtempers 
and Animoſities, under which the Nation 
laboured for ſeveral Years ; all which were 
more inflamed, and brought on the popiſh 
Plot, the ill Conſequences of which we 
ſo ſenſibly feel at this very Day : That 
happy Unanimity, which had cemented 
the Affections of the People from the Re- 
floration to this Time, began to be inter- 
rupted, and the Nation' broken into thoſe 
fatal Diviſions, which have never ſince 


been clos'd. 
As Cavalier and Roundhead, in the 


late Civil Wars, diſtinguiſh'd the two 


contending Parties; ſo now Whig and 
Tory, both Names of Contempt and Ob- 


loquy, mutually given one another by 


the oppolite Sides. Under the Banners of 
theſe two Factions were rang'd the Nobi- 
lity, Gentry, and the whole Body of the 


People; the Whigs follow'd the Steps 


and Maxims of their Predeceſſors in 41; 
the other Party, acting upon true Princi- 
ples of Honour, Conſcience and Juſtice, 
thought themſelves oblig'd to defend the 
Monarchy, the Church, and tundamental 
Conſtitutions ; while the others, by the 
Meaſures they took, made it manifeſt to 
the unprejudiced Part of Mankind, that 


they aim'd at nothing leſs than the Sub- 
verſion 
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verſion of the eſtabliſh'd Government; in 
order to this, they thought the beſt Ex- 
pedient was to exclude the Duke of York 
trom his Birth-right, contrary to the Cu- 
ſtom and Laws of England at that Time 
and all Hereditary Countries : To compaſs 
this Deſign, the Faction drove with Fury 
to accompliſh their own, and the Ruin of 
their Country; to wliich End they left no 
Stone unturn'd; all their Addreſs, Cunning, 
and Induſtry, were now highly neceſſar 
to prepare the Spirits vf the People for 2 
dangerous an Attack on their Conſtitution: 
But the Authority, and Reputation of the 
Duke, acquir'd by his long Services to his 
Country, were too ſtrongly founded to be 
eaſily | Pula they thought it expedient 
therefore to tumultuate them with Fears 
and Jealouſies, before they were capable of 
concurring with ſuch a Deſign ; in order 


to this, the Popiſh Plot, which broke out 


at this Time, was laid hold on, the ſecret 
Springs and Management of which Affair 
will very much puzzle Poſterity, and ap- 
pear the molt dark and intricate Tb of 
Tame ja the Exgliſb Bien. My Lord 
Shaftshury, who now had abandon'd the 
Intereſt af his Maſter; and, tho? loaded 
with Benefits, was become his mortal Ene- 

, was the chief Support of the Faction, 


who deſign'd the Ruin of the Duke; by him 
X Was 
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was encourag'd, and abetted, the chief 
Evidence who diſcover'd this Plot, the in- 
famous Titus Oates, the moſt flagitious of 


Mankind, abandon'd in his Morals, deſpe- 


rate in his Fortune, and every way quality*d 
to be ſubſervient to the greateſt of Villanies, 
in which he might have ſucceeded, even to 
the hanging half the Nation, if his Senſe 
or Cunning had been _ to his Impu- 
dence and Malice, in which he perſeveres 
to this Day, and has the Contidence to 


look in the Face of- Men and Heaven, 


whoſe Juſtice he braves by ſo long and un- 
{ſhaken an Impenitence. 

IT is incredible what a Ferment the Diſ- 
covery of this Plot rais'd in the Minds of 


the People, and ſeem'd to turn their Brains; 


nothing but Maſſacres, Invaſions, Legions 
of Pilgrims armed with black Bills, filPd 
the Thoughts, and frighted the Imaginations 
of the deluded Rabble, who fancy*d every 
Breath of Wind the March 4 Troops, 
and miſtook, 1n their panick Fears, Herds 
of Cattle for French Dragoons. 

IT is certain, that the firſt Diſcovery was 
encourag'd by Charles himſelf, and the 
Earl of Damby then Lord Treaſurer, with 
a Deſign to get Money of the Parliament; 
and afterwards carried on by my Lord 
Shaftsbury, who ſnatch'd the Game out of 


their Hands, declaring, that ſince 1 had 
arted 
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ſtarted a Hare, he would run her down: 
This Diſſimulation and little Artifice ſome 
Men may call Policy or King- craft, but 
Religion and Morality will give it another 
Name, and fix this Weakneſs and Puſilla- 
nimity among the Blemiſhes of this Reign, 
eſpecially when we conſider the diſmal 
Conſequences on the Lives, Honours, and 
Eſtates of ſo many Men, whole Innocence 
appear'd afterwards by the Conviction, on 
Record, of the Evidence againſt them, as 
well as the dying Aſſertions of Proteſtants 
as well as Catholicks, with the molt folemn 
and dreadful Aſſeverations, at the Time, and 
Place, where Charity forbids us to believe 
Men dare diſſemble; otherwiſe certainly 
nothing can be ſo unaccountable, as that, out 
of ſuch a Number as were put to Death, 
not one Perſon ſhould be induc'd, by the 
greateſt of Temptations, to fave his Life 
at the Expence of telling Truth; for a 
Pardon was offer'd to every individual 
Man, on condition he would own himſelf 
guilty. 

To this will be objected, that the Prin- 
ciples of that Religion, in which moſt 
of theſe Men died, allow a Diſſimulation 
even to the laſt Gaſp; but Experience wall 
demonſtrate the Falſity of this Opinion: 
The Carcholicks, whg were executed for the 
Powder Treaſon, a Villany ſo aggravated 
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in all its Circumſtances, as to make we 
Man very much aſham'd to own it, a 
„ avow'd their Crime; and not 
only the Laity, but Garnet the Fus an 
er not much celebrated for Sincerity, 
acknowledg'd his Guilt at the Place of 
Execution, and exhorted thoſe of his own 
Communion to take Warning by his Ex- 
ample : Beſides this, we have a freſher In- 
ſtance very lately in thoſe Romun Catho- 
licks who were executed for the Aſſaſſi- 
nation Plot, who, by the frank Confeſ- 
fion which they made, muſt convince 
the World, that they thought themſelves 
oblig'd to tell Truth when tliey came to 
die: This Ingenuity has given as great a 
Blow to the Credit of Oates, as that Cloud 
of irreproachable Witneſſes, who clearly 
proved his Perjuries. 

AMoNG the other Victims, my Lord 
Stafford was facrific'd at this Time: This 
Nobleman, tho“ by his Character and 
Manner 'of Life, he was the leaſt quali- 
ty'd for the Poſt aſcrib'd to him, or likely 
to be engag'd in ſuch a Deſign, was ne- 
vertheleſs pick*'d out of the other Lords, 
to give the greater Credit to the Plot, by 
the Opinion which the Faction had of his 
Inability to defend himſelf: But fuch is 
the Power of Truth, and Rhetorick of 
Innocence, that never was a'more noble 
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Defence made by any Perſon, whoſe Parts 
and Education had not more qualify'd 
him for ſuch an unequal Combat, againſt 
the Law, Chicanery, and Learning of his 
violeat, and numerous Proſecutors, who 
baited the poor Old Man ſo many Days 
together: Nevertheleſs, ſuch was his Fate, 
tho* he had the Misfortune to be con- 
demn'd, he had the Satisfaction and Hap- 
pineſs to die innocent; for a Proof of 
which, ſoon afterward, when the Eyes 
of the Nation began to be open'd, his 
Caſe appear'd ſo hard, that the very 
Tribunal who condemn'd him, that Part 
of the Legiſlature who had been his 
Judges, thought themſelves oblig'd in 
Honour and Conſcience to do Tulkice to 
his Family, by reverſing his Attainder ; 
As for thoſe who had the Mistortune to 
be his Judges and condemn him, conſideri 
the Abſurdity, Contradiction, and — 
Impoſſibilities of the Evidence againſt him, 
they are very much oblig'd to the Chari 
of thoſe, who have a better Opinion of their 
Honeſty than Good Senſe. 
Bur tho Men of the beſt Senſe, and 
Knowledge of the World, were juſtly 
ſtartled at ſome Abſurdities of this Sto- 
y; however the Faction had the main 
End of their Deſign in deceiving the Ma- 
jority, who now, full of theſe ill Impreſ- 
X 3 ons 
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ſions, were in a fit Temper to violate the 
Laws of their Country, the ancient Con- 
ſtitution, and the Principles of common 
Juſtice, by concurring to the Ruin of a 
Prince, whom his Enemies had branded 
with the Guilt of "Treaſon and Parricide : 
To this end, the long Parliament, which 
had fat eighteen Years, was diſſolv'd 
by the Intrigues of the Faction, who 
knew them not ſtaunch enough to join 
in the Subverſion of a Conſtitution, of 
whoſe happy Reſtauration they had been 
Witneſſes. 

Tu ſucceeding Parliament conſiſted 
of Men, whoſe Principles made them 
more proper for ſuch a Turn; upon 
which the Bill of Excluſion was brought 
into the Houſe of Commons, notwith- 
ſtanding the King endeavour'd with all 
his Intereſt and Authority to diſcoun- 
tenance that unprecedented Proceeding, 
Which, he was ſatisfy'd, thro' the Sides 
of his Brother aim'd at himſelf: Never 
any Times had ſo much the Air of 41 
as this Juncture, when we conſider the 
Rage, Obſtinacy and Power of the Fac- 
tion, the Precariouſneſs of the King's 
Circumſtances, and the imminent Dan- 


gers that threaten'd both his 3 


and Perſon, upon a Refuſal to grati 
their unreaſonable Demands ; ſo that 
there 
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there only wanted an Incapacity in the 
Crown to diſſolve the Parliament, to 
have involy'd us again in the ſame Ca- 
lamities. 
_ Tae King, finding ſo ill a Temper in 
his Parliaments at this Time, left no Ex- 
pedient untry'd to moderate their Fu- 
: he firſt ſent his Brother into Flau- 
rs, and afterwards into Scotland, in 
Hopes that his Abſence would cool the 
Rage and Malice of his Enemies : With 
both theſe Kinds of Baniſhment, not- 
withſtanding his Removal might prove 
ſo detrimental to his Intereſt in ſuch a 
Juncture, the Duke readily comply'd, 
that he might convince the World how 
well he underſtood to diſcharge every 
Office of Lite, by ſhewing himſelf now 
the moſt obedient of Subjects, as he 
prov'd afterwards the belt of Maſters. 
But the King found himſelf miſtaken ; 
the Abſence of his Brother, inſtead of 
quality ing the Rancour againſt him, en- 
courag'd his Enemies to purſue him with 
reater Violence ; ſo that now he faw 
is Error, in applying Lenitives and Fo- 
mentations, where only Inciſions and 
Corroſives could prevail; he had to do 


with a Faction, whom Compliance and 


Gentleneſs made inſolent and the con- 
trary Treatment ſubmiſſive; nothing but 
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that Firmneſs, and Reſolution, which Ex- 
perience and Neceſſity oblig'd him after- 
wards to uſe, could obviate the Danger, 
and quell the Sedition, which now grew 
more outrageous ; the Bill of Excluſion 
had paſs'd the Lower Houſe, and was 
ſent up to the Lords, where it miſcarried 
by the Piety, Honeſty and Courage of 
the' Biſhops, whoſe Principles, at thar 
Time thought the Characteriſticks of the 
Church of England, we have ſince ſeen 
turn'd into Ridicule by the impious Buf- 
foonry of a Set of Men, who are declar'd 
Enemies to all Reveal'd Religion, and 
conſequently to the Nobleſt Doctrine of 
_ Chriſtianity. Violence, Menaces and 
Tumults were not the only Engines the 
Faction employ d to batter the King's Con- 
ſtancy; they attack'd him on the weaker 
Side, and laid hold on his moſt dangerous 
Paſſion, to deſtroy his Honour and Con- 


ſcience; the Dutcheſs of Port/mouth was 


brib*dinto the Intereſt of the Cabal, whoſe 
repeated Aſſaults gave the King an Oppor- 
tunity to ſhew the World a Courage and 


Refolution, which partly aton'd for his 
other Weakneſſes. 

Charles, finding all Methods ineffec- 
tual to reduce his People thus tumultua- 
ted, refoly'd to diffolve the Parliament, 
and call no more at We/tmnſfter, . 
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the Neighbourhood of ſo populous, opu- 
ſent and feditious a City, ſup the 
Inſolence of the Faction, Oxford there- 
fore was thought the moſt proper Place 
after London to receive ſuch Numbers, 
by reaſon of the Schools, and other pub- 
lick Buildings, that could eaſily contain back 
Houſes of Parliament; beſides, the Scholars, 
at this Time firm in their Princigfes, were 
almoſt unanimous on the Royal Side, and 
might help to defend the King, if attack'd 
by the Faction, as he had juſt Reaſon to ap- 
prehend. 

Tut Change of Air could not cure 
.2 radicated Diſtemper; the Poifon had 
ſpread too wide, and taken too ſtrong 
hold to be eaſily expell'd ; the Weftmin- 
ter Sedition equally rag'd at Oxford; 
the Bill of Excluſion was reſum'd, and 
the ſame violent Methods purſud: This 
Conduct in the Parliament convinc'd the 
King, that there was a Neceſſity of ta- 
king other Courſes; and now there on- 
ly wanted Refolution to produce the 
moſt happy Event : This aoble Quality 
aſter ſome Struggle having once acquir'd, 
the Parliament having fat but a few Days, 
he PERS appear'd in the Houſe 
of Lords, and ſending for the Commons, 
with an unuſual Air of Brisleneſs and Au- 
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thority in his Countenance, with one Blaſt 
| of his Breath, ſcatter'd and annihilated the 
| Faction. 3 . 
| NEveR was ſuch Confuſion, ſuch a Con- 
ſternation, as appear'd in the Faces of theſe 
guilty Men, who, through Conſcience of 
their own ill Deſigns, were now apprehen- 
five of the fame Dangers they had prepa- 
red for offers : This happy Diſſolution re- 
ſtor'd the King to his juſt Authority, and 
the Nation to that Quiet, which . ſo 
long before been interrupted by theſe fa 
Seditions. | 4 
Tur Party, thus thunder-ſtruck and 
aſtoniſh'd, ſhifted every one for himſelf 
in the laſt Confuſion ; ſo that by this for- 
tunate Ts was prevented their fla- 
itious Deſign of ſeizing the King's Per- 
Do at this Meeting; in which Attempt, 
tho? probably they might have ſucceeded, 
by the vaſt arm'd Retinue which all the 
conſiderable Men of the Party brought 
with them, fo as to make this Aſſembly 
have more the Air of a Polfþ tumultuary 
Diet, than a peaceable Engliſb Parliament; 
however, they juſtly apprehended; that 
this barefaced Violence offer'd to the King's 
Perſon might open the Eyes of the Nati- 
on, who, returning to a Senſe of their 
Duty, would think themſelves obliged to 
reſcue their Prince. To obviate this Dan- 
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ger, they had a Reſerve left, which was 
the Aſſiſtance of an Army and General 
from Holland to have ſupported their De- 
ſigns, on the pretence of ſecuring the Pro- 
æſtant our I but all being quaſh'd by 
the unexpected Diſſolution of this Parlia- 
ment, that deſignꝰd Revolution was defer- 
red for ſome few Years : By this we may 
ſee, how eaſy it is for a King of England 
to be Maſter, when he acts with Reſolu- 
tion on a right Bottom, the Vindication 
of his juſt Prerogative and legal Authori- 
85 Wonderful were the Effects of this 

onduct in Charles, who by giving the ill 
Humours Time to ſubſide, and calling no 
more Parliaments during this great Fer- 
ment, made the reſt of his Life appear 
the only Part of his Reign. 
Tu fs fatal Blow given to the Faction, 
broke all their Meaſures, and made the 
Nation return to their Senſes, who ſeeing 
the villainous Deſigns of their factious 
Leaders, from every Part of the three 
Kingdoms, by the moſt ſolemn Addreſſes 
teſtify d their Abhorrence of ſuch Men and 
Principles, as had almoſt led them to the 
Brink of Deſtruction. 

THe following Scenes of this King's 
Life were uninterrupted by any Troubles 
or Misfortunes, for he had no ſooner con- 
vinced his People that he knew how to go- 
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vern, but they ſoon ſhew'd him they knew 
how to obey ; ſo that nothing of Moment 
happen'd afterwards, but the Whig or 
Fanatick Plot, in the Year 83, one of the 
moſt impious and execrable Treaſons that 
ever harbour'd in the Breaſts of Engliſb 
Men; being no leſs than > Deſign to aſ- 
ſaſſinate the Royal Brothers at one Time, 
in their Return from New-market : Of this 
Affair it will be unneceſſary to give any 
further Account, ſince the World has been 
obliged with a particular Hiſtory of this 
Conſpiracy from the Pen of a celebrated 
* preſent Biſhop of Racbeſter, 
who, to the Dignity of his Profeſſion, and 
the Qualifications of a great Divine, has 
added the Embelliſhment of politer Let- 
ters; but what is more to his Honour, 
hasall along continued firm to the Noble 


Principles of that Church, who has not in 

all Ages had the beſt Friends to her Diſci- 

= and Morals, with Mitres on their 
5 


I ſhall therefore only make one Remark 
on this Subject: Tho? the Truth of this 
Conſpiracy was confirm'd by the dying 
Words of every Criminal executed for it ; 


nevertheleſs that abandon'd Party were ſo 
harden'd to all Senſe of Shame, as to call 
it a Sham-Plot at this Time: My Lord 
Rufel himſeif pleaded Miſpriſion, by —_ 
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he acknowledged the Truth of the Defign, 
tho? he prevaricated, and pretended not 
to conſent to the projected Inſurrection 
and Rebellion which was carrying on by 
the Council of Six, of which Number tho 
he was not one, yet they aſſembled at his 
Houfe, and he was preſent at all thoſe 
Councils; while another Claſs of Mif- 
creants, who mov'd in an inferior Orb, 
manag d the intended Aſſaſſination at the 
ry which, it is to be hop'd in 

arity, was unknown to the others, fince 
they were not charg'd with that Part of 
the Conſpiracy at their Trials: But not- 
wittitandin they had the Aſſurance to 
deny it at the Time, in leſs than fix Years 
we heard the ſame Men, with another 
Sort of Tmpudence, glory in the Share 
they had in this horrid Treaſon ; Since- 
rity not being dangerous lately, when it 
was thought no great Crime to have kilPd 
King Charles and the Duke of Nbrk, and 
when the Attainder of Perfons, who own'd 
their Guilt with their laſt Breath, have 
been reverfed; when Regicides attainted 
by Parliament have been {cnt for over, in 
order to be employ'd ; and when that mon- 
ftrous Cabal of Miſcrearits, the Calues- 
Head. Club, have the Tmpudence to cele- 
brate their execrable Feſtival in the Heart 
of the capital City, and under the 
0 
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of the Magiſtrate, on the very Day ſet 
apart by the Piety of the Legiſlature, to 
deprecate the divine Vengeance impend- 
ing on the Guilt of Royal and Innocent 
Blood. 

Tux reſt of Charles Days, after this 
great Eſcape, were a continual Triumph; 
nothing but Congratulations of his Safety, 
and Expreſſions of the People's Tender- 
neſs for his Perſon ; when thus Maſter of 
his Wiſhes, and the happy Governor of an 
obedient People, he was ſnatchd away in 
the 55th Year of his Age, from the Em- 
braces of his Subjects, by a violent Fit of 
an Apoplexy, in the Agony of which he 
lay from Monday till Friday, and then ex- 
pired; leaving, by his prudent Conduct 
in the laſt four Years of his Reign, a 
peaceable Poſſeſſion of his Throne to his 
Brother the Duke of York. It has been 
an Opinion too generally received, that 
this Prince was poiſon'd; but there ap- 
pearing no ſuch Symptoms of Violence as 
to convince the World, we ought in Cha- 
rity to ſuſpend the Belief of ſuch a Wic- 
kedneſs till we have better Teſtimony ; be- 
ſides, it is very improbable, if the Deli- 
2 into which he fell, upon his firſt 

eing ſeiz'd, had been the Effect of Poi- 
ſon, that ever he would have come to him- 
ſelf on bleeding, which would have had 
| | a con- 
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a contrary Operation, and by drawing 
the Malignity further into the Veſſels, 
have immediately extinguiſh'd Life. 

SUCH was the Reign of Charks the ſe- 
cond, than whom, no Prince was ever 
more deeply rooted in the Affections of 
his People, of which the univerſal Conſter- 
nation of his firſt Sickneſs is an undenia- 
ble Proof; for during the Time that his 
Recovery was doubtful, the Churches were 
conſtantly filled with Votaries, who aſſaul- 
ted Heaven with a holy Kind of Violence, 
in Hopes their Petitions might extend a 
Life fo dear to his People; nay, the very 
Fanaticks themſelves came in tor a Share, 
and now deſired a Prolongation of that 
Breath, which their Madneſs and Ingrati- 
tude would have intercepted before : But 
when the News of his Death was confirm- 
ed, it is impoſſible to expreſs the univerſal 
Concern that appeared in the Faces of all 
Ranks, Conditions and Religions, Ene- 
mies as well as Friends, who all lay un- 
diſtinguiſhed in the common Grief. 


JAMES 
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James II. 
L 1684-5. ] 


'A GAINST ſuch a Lofs, nothing 
could ſupport, but the good Opini- 
on and Hopes of his illuſtrious Succeſſor 
the Duke of Vork, who aſcended the 
Throne with all imaginable Advantages, 
Reputation abroad, and the Eſteem of his 
People at home, cantratted by a Jong 
Contemplation of ſo many Virtues, o 
which this is a plain Demonſtration, that 


he was not more hatad, than elteem'd, even 


by his Enemies themſelves. 

HRE we approach too much our own 
Times to venture too acar the Heels of 
Truth; however, we mult be very unjuſt 
i we deny James the ſecond any one Qua- 
lity to make a Prince great and his Sub- 
jects happy; far he polle(s'd ſeveral Ta- 
tents that are uncommon to Men e, dee 
of greater Parts; he was a Commutfhoner 
in his Navy-Office, as well as an Admi- 
ral on board his Fleet, a Teller in his Ex- 
chequer, a Carpenter in his Docks and 
—Yards, and a Commiſſary, as well as Ge- 
nerul at the Head of his Armies; ſo that 
we may venture to affirm, that he under- 
ſtood the Mechanick Part of —_ 

better 


better than any King of England; to which 
mult be added, a natural Frugality in his 
Temper, the moſt neceſſary Quality to 
make a Prince conſiderable, by being leſs 
pendant, and at the ſame time his Sub- 
jects eaſy, by being leſs liable to Taxes 
through the Neceſſity of their Prince. 

THE Ancients have taken the Pains to 
gather the Sayings of wile and great Men: 
Plutarch has made a very large Collection; 
but among all his Apophthegms, there is 
not one ſo much deſerves to be written in 
golden Capitals, as what this Prince ſaid 
on a certain Occaſion: Juſt upon his Acceſ- 
ſion to the Throne, he received his Share 
of a Dividend in the African Company, 
in which he was an Adventurer as a pri- 
vate Man; after he had look'd over the 
Account, and given a Receipt to the Gen- 
tleman who brought him the Money, which 
was no more than 500 /. as he was putting 
it into his ſtrong Box, he told him, That 
this Money, thus honeſtly gotten, did him 
more Good than if & Parliament had given 
him a Million. It his Succeſſors had been 
of the ſame Opinion, we {hould not at 
this Day be involved in an inextricable 
Debt of ſo many Millions. 

Bur that which will recommend his 
| Memory was, that unextinguiſhable At- 
fection which he bore to his native Coun- 
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try, whoſe Honour and Welfare were al- 
ways his deareſt Concern; that Paſſion 
ſeem'd eſſential to his very Being, and fo 
deeply impreſs'd, that no ill Ulage could 
deface. Of this Goodneſs there are a great 
many Inſtances to be given; but IT ſhall 


trouble the Reader with no more than 


one: When he was at Dublin, the French 
Ambaſſador, the Count Devaux, came 
tranſported to tell him the News, that his 
Maſter's Fleet, under Monſieur Chateau. 
renaud, had defeated the Engh/h in Bantry 
Bay ; inſtead of being pleaſed, he let fall 
the Air of his Countenance, and cold! 
anſwer'd, It is then the firſt Time: So — 
was the Honour of his Country dearer to 
him, than his own immediate Intereſt. 
There are a great many more Examples of 
the ſame Kind; all which, conſidering the 
Dependance and Precariouſneſs of his Cir- 
cumſtances in Exile, made his Conduct in 
this one Point appear more generous than 
prudent. 

How a Prince adorn'd with ſo man 
Virtues came to be unfortunate, we nw 
now conſider : There can be but one Cauſe 
aſſign'd, which is obvious to all, his Mis- 
fortune in being of a different Religion 
from his Country, the only Obſtruction to 
his own, as well as the Felicity of his Peo- 


ple; otherwiſe he had gone to the Grave 
a loaded 
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loaded with Benedictions, and recommen- 
ded to the Veneration of future Ages. 
However, the Difference of Religion would 
not have: heen' ſo fatal, if he had not had 
o do; with ſome People, who made it ap- 

ear, that they had none at all; it a Vio- 
eo of all Obligations divine and moral, 
by an unparallePd Ingratitude, is a Sign of 
being abandon'd to the laſt Impiety; tome 
carrying their Contempt of Heaven ſo far, 
as to diſſemble with their God, and change 
their Religion, that they might have tlie 
better Opportunity to impoſe on, and be- 
tray their King. | 

By the Counſel. and Advice of theſe 
Men, to whoſe Conduct he had entirely 
reſign' d himſelf, was this well-meaning 
Prince put upon all thoſe unhappy Mea- 
ſures which ended in his Ruin; ſo that we 
may venture to aſſert, that the Miſcarria- 
ges of King James were not the Cauſes of 
the Revolution, but the Deſign of a Re- 
volution the Cauſe of his Miſcarriages; 
ſo long have we miſtaken one for ano- 
ther: The Truth of this is evident by the 
Conſequences; for whereas the Laws of 
England aſſert, that the King can do no 
Wrong, and make his Miner only ac- 
countable, in this Caſe the King alone was 
puniſhed, and the evil Counſellors reward- 


Y 2 NEVER 


3 — — D 
— " W 4 


— — — * 4 — 
— 8 
ere 
- — 


2 2 _ b 
2 a ä ” < — — » + 4 b, e af 
EX 215 ̃ —— . FRUITS TRE 5. 
- - \ —— -* 4 - 


4 _— 
4 — 
CC RRRTTEY 
> | : 
— WO. 
=_ — 4 
\ 


nr 
wy - . _ 


324 A SHORT VIEW, &c. 

NeveR any Reign, with fo ſmiling a 
Beginning, had ſo fad a Cataſtrophe : His 
Father's very Acceſſion was encounter'd 
with thoſe ill Omens by the Diſaffection 
and Stubbornneſs of his firſt Parliament, 
as preſaged his enſuing Misfortunes ; but 
here, on the contrary, was a mutual 
Strife whether the King ſhould be more 
Gracious, or his People more Complai- 
ſant. N 

Bur it was not long before this happy 
Proſpect was interrupted by the Rebelli- 
on of the Duke of Monmouth, who in 
the preceding Reign, ſeduced by the Ar- 
tifices of a Faction, was alienated in his 
Affections from King Charles, and had 
violated that Duty, which he owed to 
the beſt of Fathers. That Party of Men 
made Uſe of the Weakneſs they found in 
this Nobleman, to flatter his Hopes of 
{ucceeding to the Crown, as they alſo 
engaged 1n their Intereſt another Prince 
on the fame Proſpect, tho* the real Ad- 
vantage of either was the leaſt of their 
Thoughts at this Time, who had no other 
Deſign now but a Common-wealth ; 
however, they laid hold on the Vanity 
and Folly of one, and the Ambition ot 
the other, ro make them both ſubſervient 
to their Deſigns. 


THE 
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Tur King was hardly ſettled on his 
Throne, when the Duke of Monmouth, 
hurried on by his evil Genius, too readily 
hearken'd to the pernicious Advice of the 
Fugitives about his Perſon : Theſe Men, 
under equal ill Circumſtances with the 
Duke himſelf, thought they might mend, 
and could not ſpoil their Fortunes by the 
molt deſperate Attempt ; on which Con- 
ſideration, they puſh'd him on this Enter- 
prize, for which he was not well prepa- 
red; for with a few Arms, and an incon- 
ſiderable Sum of Money lent by a Friend 
at the Hague, he landed at Lime in Dor- 
ſelſbire, attended by about eighty Perſons ; 
after which marching into the Country, 
he found great Numbers of the common 
People reſort to his Banners; theſe made 
a great, but _——y Force, undiſcipli- 
ned, and worſe armed, while the King 
prepared to ſuppreſs them; for being ad- 
vertiſed of the deſigned Invaſion, by the 


fame Perſon who had rigged out his Ene- 


my, he had ſent the Duke of Albemarle in- 
to the Weſt, to be ready with the Militia 
againſt the Time of the expected Deſcent: 
his Precaution hinder'd great Numbers 
from reſorting to Monmouth ; nevertheleſs, 
in a few Days, he found himſelf at the 
Head of an Army conſiderable enough to 
ſupport his Hopes: Upon this, he pull'd off 
| Y 3 the 
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the Mask, and aſſum'd the Title of King, 
tho? he could have no Sort of Pretence, the 
King his Father having ſo publickly and 
ſolemnly diſavow'd any Manner of Mar- 
* with his Mother. | 
Is Pageantry of the Duke, in aſſum- 
ng the Title of King, univerſally ſurpriz'd; 
eſpecially in Holland, where he had pro- 
miſed other Things at his Departure ; the 
Prince of Orange, whoſe Wife was pre- 
ſumptive Heir, had too near an Intereſt 
not to be alarm'd at this new Meteor of 
Majeſty, that interpos'd between him and 
his Hopes of a Crown : On this he hurried 
over the King's Forces in the Service of 
Holland, which were deny'd before, and 
by repeated Meſſages aſſur d his Father-in 
law how much he was devoted to his Ser- 
vice, offering at the ſame time to come o- 
ver, and in Perſon command his Troops 
againſt the Duke of Monmouth; but the 
King, through his Experience of the 
World, thinking the Remedy more dan- 
erous than the Diſeaſe, civilly excus'd 
Fimſelf from receiving this Compliment; 
the following Succeſs confirm'd the King's 
Conduct in this Point; the Duke was . 
feated without ſo dangerous an Auxiliary, 
and, being upon his firſt landing attainted 
by Parliament, was ſoon after executed, 
having firſt made ſome Advances to diſco- 
| | ver 
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ver Deſigns, the Knowledge of which 
might have prevented Dangers that pro- 
ved afterwards ſo fatal: But the King's 
ill Star, and the Guilt of ſome about him, 
prevented this Ecclairciſſement. At the ſame. 
time the brave, but unfortunate Earl of 
Argyle, as he calPd himſelf when taken, 
in Concert with the Duke of Monmouth, 
was in Arms in Scotland, but with no bet- 
ter Succeſs; this Nobleman, by reaſon of 
ſome very ſevere Treatment, not to ſay 
worle, in the preceding Reign, was by 
much the moſt excuſable, and moſt to be 
pity'd of any who drew a Sword in this 
Quarrel ; nevertheleſs he periſh'd in the 

Attempt. | 
THE Suppreſſion of theſe two Inſur- 
rections ſeem'd to rivet the King on his 
Throne; but ſuch is the Power of Deſti- 
ny, that here we muſt end the Halcyon 
Days of this Reign, which laſted but a 
few Months. Atterwards began to riſe 
thoſe Clouds which ſhadow'd the Luſtre 
of ſo auſpicious a Beginning, and at laſt 
involy'd this Prince in that long Night of 
Troubles and Calamities, out ot which he 
was never able to extricate himſelf ; his 
Miniſters, who aim'd at nothing leſs than 
the Service and Intereſt of their Maſter, 
laid hold on that unlucky Zeal, which they 
found in this Prince, to put him upon all 
Y 4 thoſe 
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thoſe fatal Meaſures which finiſh'd his 
Ruin: This Principle, without which no- 
body can be a good Man, in ourſelves we 
call Piety, and when we find it in thoſe 
of another Perſuaſion, we give it another 
Name; by an Abuſe of this Warmth in 
the King, theſe Men, with a Deſign to 
make him odious, introduced a Jeſuit in- 
to the Council, an Order even obnoxious 
in Catholick Countries, This pernicious 
Advice, the King's own Reaſon and the 
Intereſt of the Queen, for three Weeks 
together, oppoſed; but at laſt overborn by 
the Importunity of thoſe, who deſfign'd to 
pave the Way for a Revolution, he ſub- 
mitted to his Fate in this Point, as well as 
in the other irregular Proceedings, contrary 
to his Inclinations. 


Tur 8 of Mankind always 
y 


judge of Cauſes, by the outward Appear- 
ance of Things. 'This made the ignorant 
Part of the World generally lay the Blame 
of all Miſcarriages at the Door of the 
Prieſts and the Queen, whom they accuſed 


of puſhing the King upon all his unhappy 


Meaſures. But this was a very great Mi- 
ſtake, the Prieſts were only Tools and ſub- 
ſervient Inſtruments to one Man, who ſole- 
ly and abſolutely ſway'd all; and was the 
only Spring which moved the whole Ma- 
chine of Government. 
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As for the Queen, the following Ac- 
count will do Juſtice to that injur'd Prin- 
ceſs. Aſſoon as it was known, that there 
was a Deſign to bring Father Petre into 
the Council, the Queen, being very much 
alarm'd, ſent to all the Roman Catholick 
Lords then in Town to come to her: 
Theſe were Petre, Pois, Arundel of 
Wardour, Bellaſis and Peterborow. When 
they came, {he told them, that ſome Peo- 
ple were going to ruin the King by bring- 
ing a Jeſuit into the Privy-Council ; up- 
on which, ſhe conjured them to go in a 
Body to the King, and, by laying the 
diſmal Conſequences before him, endea- 
vour to divert him from that fatal De- 
ſign, telling them at the ſame time, that 
ſhe would be at hand to ſecond them. 
My Lord Peterborow was Groom of the 
Stole and in very great Confidence with 
the King, for which Reaſon the Lords de- 
uted him to know his Pleaſure when they | 
hould wait upon him. The King imme- 
diately appointed them to come to the \ 
Back-Stairs at Four that Afternoon : The 
Lords faid all that was proper on that Oc- 
caſion, and very warmly expoſtulated with 
him, when the Queen, according to her 
Promiſe, the Door being only put to, en- 
ters the Room, and falling upon one Knee, 
laid hold on the Lappets of the King“ 
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Coat to ſupport her ; then burſting into 
a Torrent of Tears, for ſome time could 
not ſpeak ; aſſoon as ſhe recover'd herſelf, 
ſhe moſt parherically conjured him, for the 
Love of God, to hearken to thoſe honeſt 
Gentlemen, who, being all of his own Re- 
ligion, could have no other Intereſt but 
hrs, and who having ſo great Stakes to loſe, 
muſt give him better Advice than thoſe who 
would bring a Jeſuit into his Councils ; 
Believe, Sir, ſays ſhe, whoever gives you 
this Advice defigns to cut your Throat ; it is 
ſetting your People at open Defiance, and 
will make them have no longer Patience; I 
tremble at the Conſequences, The King 
ſeem'd a little confounded, he lifted up 
the Queen, and told her, Sweef-heart, I 
thank you, and you my Lords, I take it kind- 
ly, and will confider of what you have ſaid 
Fo me, 


Tu is ſtopp'd the Deſign for ſome time, 


and made them hope, that they had quaſh- 
ed it: But one Perſon, who had more In- 
fluence than all together, rallied all the 
Power he had over the Spirit of the King 
and carried his Point in ſpite of the Queen 
and all his true Friends. The ſame Perſon, 
by the SanQtion of his Poſt, the more to 
inflame the People, told it to the World 
in the London Gazette in theſe pompous 
Words. Whitehall, This Day the — 

| able 


e YR Am Amma .7yDTX YX Tt .c »% ft. o =w 


PPP 4 D_.V,vcocvqivmMaY * A” i 5 


JAMES IL 331 
able and Reverend Father Edward Petre 
of the Society of Jeſus, was ſworn. of his 
Majeſty's moſt Honourable Privy Council, and 
accordingly took his Place at the Board. No 
Charity can make me believe he could do 
this with any other View but to ruin his 
Maſter by exaſperating the Nation. This 
would have been more unaccountable, if 
we had not ſeen the ſame Perſon in the 
ſucceeding Reign veſted with a White- 
Staff and behind the Curtain for ſome time 
govern as much as before, till he was re- 
moved by the Murmurs of the People. 
This foregoing Account was ſo well known 
at the Time by thoſe who were conver- 
fant at Court, that notwithſtanding it is fo 
long ago, there muſt be ſome ſtill alive 
who remember it. 

In regard to that other unhappy Inci- 
dent, the ſending of the Biſhops to the 
Tower, which did more harm than all the 
reſt, the World cannot think the King fo 
unjuſtifiable, when they know the Truth 
of that Matter; it is certain they went to 
Priſon, whether he would or no; for be- 
ing ofter'd and preſs'd to give Bond for 
their Appearance, or to be Bail for one 
another, they abſolutely refus'd both ; at- 
ter denying this Satisfaction, and ſuch con- 
temptuous 'Treatment of their Prince, What 
could he do leſs than confine Men 1 5 
| | wo 


332 A SHORT VIEW, Se. 


would not accept Liberty? They thought 
fit afterward to give Bail when in the 
Tower; and why it ſhould be more againſt 
the Privilege of Peers to give Security to 
the Council-board, than to the ordinary 
Courts of Juſtice, 1s hard to conceive. 
This made the diſcerning Part of the 
World very juſtly ſuſpect, that theſe well- 
meaning Men were trick'd and put upon 
going to Priſon, by the Artitices of ſome 
ill Perſons, merely to ruin the King in 
the Affections of his People, and to give 
a Handle for Reflections on a certain great 
Event, which was then hourly expected, 
and accordingly ſoon after ha _ 

Nox was this the only little Indignity 
put upon the King at this Lime: He 
ſeem'd to be inſulted at their Trial, by be- 
ing obliged not only to prove their Hand- 
writing,. but even the Delivery of the ve- 
ry Paper, which they had given with their 
own Hands, and had acknowledg'd to be 
theirs before the Council. This gave great 
Matter of Triumph, and was no {mall 
Jeſt to the numerous Spedctators in the 
Court and Weftminfter-Hall, who laugh'd 
at the King upon this Occaſion: How 
far this Conduct was conſiſtent with 
common Ingenuity, and Candour, I ſhall 
not determine. But, if what they had 
done was juſtifiable before God and * 


* 
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this little Subterfuge ſo much below the 
Dignity of their Character, and inconſiſ- 
tent with the Sincerity and Sanctity of 
Apoltles, was in it ſelf an Act immoral : 
So that in their Caſe, nothing but the Dan- 
ger and Conſcience of being in the wrong, 
could make them in the right to deny it. 

WHAT more aggravated their ill Con- 
duct in this Affair of the Petition, was 
22 it; without which, it is highly 
probable, there would have been no 
Proſecution. All agreed, that it muſt 
have been in the Preſs, if not before, by 
the time it was deliver'd to the King, 
which was about Five in the Afternoon, 
and it came out that very Night at Twelve, 
and was ſo bawPd and roar'd'through the 
Streets by the Hawkers, that People rofe 
out of their Beds to buy it. As the Co- 
py could not be well obtain'd without their 
Knowledge, they were guilty of the Pub- 
hcation ; and if it was factious, as ſome 
very great Lawyers declar'd, _ cannot 
be ablolv'd from the Crime of diſperſing 
Sedition. Fon 

I mention not this out of any Diſre- 
ſpect, or II- will, to thoſe good Men; tome 
of them are dead, and I honour and reverg 
their Memories, being fatisfy'd they made 
ſufficient Atonement for this Infirmity, in 
ſacrificing their All, as well as for _ 

| other 
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other falſe Step in refuſing to do Juſtice to 
the King and themſelves, 1n declaring their 
Innocence of a Crime, no leſs than High- 
Treaſon, of which all the World knows they 
were not guilty ; for when the King ſhew'd 
them the Prince of Orange's Maniteſto, in 
which he declar'd, that he was invited by the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, they retus'd 
to aſſert their own Innocence, or diſavow tlie 
Invaſion, I know it will be objected, that 
they could not be certain how far the 
Prince of Orange might be injur'd, and 
his Pretences juſt : But natural Allegiance 
and the Laws of England, as well as all 
other Countries, oblige the Subject to ſup- 
port and defend his Prince, tho' he is ne- 
ver ſo much in the Wrong, in any Diſpute 
with a foreign Power, of which private 
Men are not Taka: And it could not pro- 
ceed from any Tenderneſs of Conſcience 
4n this Point, becauſe the ſame Perſons, ex- 
cept two who had comply'd with the 
Times, ſoon after the Revolution, upon an 
Alarm of an Invaſion by the late King 
James, being accus'd by an anonymous 
Scribler of ak, invited him, of their 
own Accord, unask d by the Government, 
or any body elſe, met at Lambeth, and 
ſign'd an Abhorrence of any Invaſion; the 

Pretenſions in this Caſe were equally known 
to them and all the World: If they any + 
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them juſt, Why did they abhor them ? If 
otherwiſe, Why did they refuſe the Oaths 
to the Government ? But theſe Infirmities 
were more excuſable in Men, moſt of 
them bred in their Studies and unacquain- 
ted with the greater World, which render'd 
them more liable to be carried away by the 
popular Torrent, and expos'd to the Craft 
and Cunning of deſigning Men, who made 
them their Tools and impos'd upon them: 
I would willingly have drawn a Veil over 
this Part of the Story and buried it in Obli- 
vion, if I had not been obliged, as an Hi- 
ſtorian, to do Juſtice to the King and Truth. 
Tux Diſſenters at the ſame Time ran 
into all the Meaſures of the Court, pro- 
mis'd the King every Thing he ask'd; 
while at the ſame Time, underhand, they 


exaſperated the Reſentments of the Church: 


No Wonder a Prince thus beſet ſhould 
miſcarry, whoſe Creatures and Confidents 
betray'd him, whoſe Friends deſerted him, 
while his open Enemies oppreſs'd him: The 
Toleration of Religion, which he gave to 
his diſſenting Subjects out of a Principle 
of Juſtice in his Temper, in looking upon 
| himſelf the common Father of his People, 
as it was the moſt illegal Action, in aſ- 


ſuming a diſpenſing Power not warranted 


by our Conſtitution, ſo it had the moſt 


fatal Conſequences by detaching the 
Church 
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Church of England from his Intereſt, 
whoſe avow'd Principles only taught and 
inclin'd them to ſupport him : As tor thoſe 
of his own Communion, they wanted 
Numbers and Credit to do much Service ; 
but his domeſtick Enemies could never 
have compaſſed his Ruin, without a gene- 
ral Concurrence from Abroad; a great 
Part of the Catholick World was confe- 
derated, to deſtroy the firſt Prince of their 


own __ which had fat upon the 


Throne of England for near an hundred 
and fifty Years; the King of Spain, not- 
withſtanding his Title of Moſt Catholick, 
the good Emperor, who every Month lies 
at the Feet of a ſeſuit, and his Holineſs 
himſelf, all concurred to the Ruin of a 
Prince, whoſe fatal Honeſty: made his In- 
tereſt and theirs incompatible. 

Ix is certain, the firſt Deſign of ruin- 
ing King James, tho form'd in the Stone- 
Gallery * at Whitehall, was afterwards 
chiefly manag'd at the Courts of Madrid 
and Vienna, and at laſt brought to Perfec- 
tion in the Conſiſtory at Rome, being the 
firſt and only Popiſh Plot that ever ſuc- 
ceeded in England : By this we may con- 
jecture, that a certain Reverend Perſon made 
not a 'Tour into Traly upon no other Ac- 


— 
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count but to banter the World with Ro- 
mantick Relations of his Travels; as alſo 
it 1s plain, that we are in leſs Danger than 
weapprehend from the Zeal of that Church, 
who, for ought we fee, is as cool as her 
Neighbours, in her Spiritual Concerns, 
when her Temporal Intereſt comes in the 
Way. 

HE univerſal Diſcontents in England 
gave too favourable an Opportunity to the 
King's Enemies not to be improv'd; a cer- 
tain neighbouring Commonwealth, who 
always look'd upon the Proſperity of Eng- 
land with an Eye of Envy, was not with- 
out Reaſon alarm'd, to ſee a Prince upon 
that Throne, of whoſe Courage, and other 
great Qualities, they had made fo dear an 
Experiment; they could not without melan- 
choly Reflections obſerve that Genius in 
this King, to improve the Trade, Riches, 
and Intereſts of his Country ; they faw, 
with Admiration, that great Oeconomy in 
the Management of his Revenues, by 
which he was enabled to pay and cloath an 
Army of above 14000 Men, upona better 
Eſtabliſhment than moſt in Europe, with- 
out burthening his People with a Tax of a 
Shilling; but what moſt of all rais'd their 
Jealouly, was that indefatigable Applicati- 
on, which they perceiv'd in this Prince, to 
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encreaſe his Naval Power beyond the great- 
eſt Efforts of his Predeceſſors. 

ALL theſe juſt Reflections could not fail 
to diſpoſe a People, not over-nice in Punti- 
lios, to undermine that Virtue, which they 
had not the Courage openly to attack ; from 
theſe Motives of Intereſt has reſulted that 
innate and inſuperable Averſion which they 
have always borne to the Engliſb Nation, 
whom they look upon as their only dange- 
rous Rivals in the Trade of the World, and 
for this Reaſon have ſlip'd no Opportunity 
of ruining a People, whom they hate for 
being injur'd, and deſpiſe for being unre- 
veng'd. | 

AFFAIRS bcing in this ill Condition at 
Home, and ſuch the Diſpoſition of our 
Neighbours toward us Abroad, there hap- 

en'd an Incident which compleated he 

ing's Ruin; this was the Birth of a Son 
in the Year 88 ſo that Poſterity, which is 

enerally a Support to other Royal Fami- 
tes, deſtroy*d King James; for it this had 
not happen'd, tho? our Fears, and Appre- 
henſions, had been as juſt as they were 
great, we might have calPd out long 
enough for help, before any body would 
have come ; Mankind always were, and 
always will, be govern'd by their own im- 
mediate Intereſt. 


THE 
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Tur Compliments upon this Occaſion, 
from all the Courts in Europe, eſpecially 
the Hague, were ſcarce over, and tlie King 
return'd to himſelf from the Tranſports of 
Joy, which the Thoughts of ſuch a Bleſ- 
ſing had given him, when theſe Dreams of 
future Happineſs were interrupted by the 
ſudden Alarm of an Invaſion from Abroad: 
The King, judging others by himſelf, 


would not give Credit at firſt to the repeat- 


ed Advices of his Danger; conſcious of 
having 1njur'd Nobody, he believ'd Nobody 
would injure him; at the fame Time he 
had particular Lifts given him of the No- 
bility, and others, who were engag'd in 
the Deſign againſt him, all whoſe Perſons 
he had it in his Power to have ſecur'd, which 
might have prevented the Conſequences 
that follow'd; but he was perſuaded by 
thoſe, who betray'd him, not to do ſo un- 
popular an Act, which would inflame the 
Nation more, and increaſe the ill Blood: 
Such Advice, upon ſuch an Occalion, I be- 
lieve was never given, and if given, never 
taken before: Such was the Fatality at- 

tended this Prince, who in his Misfortunes 
ſeems very much to reſemble the King his 
Father: They both {trerch'd their Prero- 
gatives when there was no Occaſion, and 


wanted the Reſolution to exert their legal 
| £72 Authority 
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Authority in their own Defence, when 
ALL was at Stake. 

BuT it was not long betore the Deſign 

rew too viſible ; the great Armament in 
Polland, at a Time of univerſal Peace, and 
ſuch vaſt Preparations for ſome conſiderable 
Expedition, which could not in Probability 
be deſign'd for any other Place but Eng- 
land, were ſtronger Preſumptions of a de- 
ſign'd Invaſion, than the Credit of thoſe 
% took ſo much Pains to deny it: 'To 
carry on. this Deceit, the Dutch, by the 
moſt ſolemn Aſſeverations, aſſur'd the 
King's Miniſters at the Hague, that they 
deſignd nothing more than to preſerve an 
inviolable Friendſhip with their Maſter, 
and made the ſame Proteſtations by the 
Mouth of their own Miniſter at London: 
How honeſt this Conduct was, their own 
Country-man, Grotius, can inform them; 
but it is no Wonder, if they followꝰd not the 
Maxims of his Book, in a Country, where 
the Author had too much Merit to live 
with Safety 

Tux King, to avoid the impending 
Storm, now toak all the Meaſures that the 
Prudence of his wiſeſt Friends could ſug- 
geſt ; the Fellows of Magdalen College 
were reſtor'd, the Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion 
broke, the Biſhops receiv'd into Grace, 
and all Proceedings that could be calPd 

| arbitrary 
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arbitrary or illegal difown'd for the future: 
But all theſe Precautions were in vain; the 
People perſiſted in their Diſaffection, which 
was kept up by the Artifices of his Enemies; 
by this Inſtance we ſee contradicted a re- 
ceiv'd Axiom in Philoſophy, for here the 
Effect remain'd tho? the Cauſe was re- 
mov'd ; ſuch is the Difference between po- 
litical, and natural Cauſes. 
AT this Juncture, the Imperial, and 
Spaniſh Miniſters, in the Court of England, 
renew'd their Sollicitations by repeated 
Memorials to perſuade the King to enter 
blindfold into a War with France, in Sup- 
rt of the Houle of Auſtria; letting him 
now, by aSide-wind, that the Purſuit of 
ſuch Meaſures could only detend him againſt 
the Danger that threaten'd : The Empe- 
ror, ſo long ago, had in his imagination 
ſwallow'd the Spaniyb Monarchy, upon the 
Improbability that ever that Auſtrian Branch 
ſhould have any Children : Une this View 
alone he would now engage all Europe in a 
Confederacy to procure him the Succeſſion 
of a Crown, to which he had fo dubious 
and controverted a Title; but we have ſince 
ſeen the Juſtice of Heaven in diſappointing 
the Deſigns of unreaſonable Men, who 
will purſue their Ends by any Means, tho? 
never ſo unwarrantable : This Prince, who 


made no Scruple todethrone another, with 
- whom 
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whom he was engag'd in the ſtricteſt 
Alliance, upon ſo remote a Proſpect as the 
Death of a Man young enough to be his 
Son, has now juſtly. miſs'd his Aim, and by 
thoſe very Means, thro* which he hop'd to 
ſucceed; the Treaty of Partition has de- 
feated his Hopes, by giving to the Houſe 
of Bourbon the Spaniſh Monarchy, which 
would in Probability not have happen'd, it 
he had let that Prince, whom he took fo 
much Pains to depoſe, have fat ſtill upon 
his Throne. 

Tur King, in Anſwer to theſe Me- 
morials, told thoſe Miniſters, That the 
French King having given him no juſt 
Cauſe of Complaint, he could not in Ho- 
nour nor Conſcience violate the Peace be- 
tween them; that, as to the Succeſſion of 
the Spaniſh Monarchy, he had no Right to 
decide that Title; that the Spaniards knew 
beſt their own Intereſt, and had Laws to 
direct them in this Affair; that if the 
French King ſhould infringe the Treaty of 
Nimeguen, he ſhould think himſelf oblig'd 
to ſupport his Allies, according to the Sti- 
pulations of that Treaty; but as for enter- 
ing into deeper Engagements than the Alli- 
ances already contracted, he thought he 
could not anſwer it to the Duty of the 


Truſt repoſed in him, to involve his Peo- 
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ple in an expenſive War upon a Quarrel in 
which they had no Intereſt. 

Tursr Remonſtrances, tho? ſupported 
by reaſon and Juſtice, made no other Im- 
1382 but to haſten the Reſolution of his 

uin: So dangerous it is for Men of Pro- 
bity to act upon the Square with thoſe 
who have none. At the ſame Time, the King 
of France offer'd the Aid of his Fleet, and 
Troops ; but this Prince, who was deſtin'd 
to be ruin'd by an Exceſs of Generoſity, 
refus'd all foreign Aſſiſtance, relying on the 
Courage, and Fidelity, of his own Army, 
which Qualities he had not the good Fortune 
to find in his Generals, and ſome ſuperior 
Officers, tho? the reſt were generally 
faithful, 

Tr1s Conduct ſatisfactorily confutes the 
Surmiſe of a French League, which made 
ſuch a Noiſe, and ſo much prejudiced the 
King, who was ſo far from beingengag'd in 
any Alliance with that Crown, detrimental 
to his own Subjects or the reſt of Europe, 
that he would not permit the King of France 
to march his Armies to the Frontiers of 
Holland, as he ofter'd, in order to divert 
the Dutch from this Expedition; ſo much 
was this Prince more tender of his Enemies 
than his own Safety. 

In the Beginning of Ocfober, the Dutch 
Fleet ſer fail for _— but meeting with 
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a Tempeſt which obliged them to put back, 
they were forc'd to debatk their Troops, 
having loſt ſome Horſes, which Misfortune 
they themſelves induſtriouſly magnified to 
blind and deccive the Enemy, as if they 
were in no Condition to renew the At- 
tempt ; but ſoon after refitting, they ſaid 
again with a fair Eaſterly Wind, and ar- 
riv'd in Torbay, where they ſafely landed, 
without the leaſt Impeachment trom the 
Engliſh Fleet. 

SoME few Hours after the Dutch Fleet 
had failed from Helver, a Fiſher-boat ar- 
riv'd at Scheveling, and brought Word to 
the Hague, that the Fleet was out at Sea 
with a fair Wind; upon which the Princeſs 
of Orange gave immediate Order to leave 
out the Prayer for the Prince of Wales in 
her Chapel at Evening Service: This very 
much ſurpriz d ſome People; as ſhe could 
have no Advice, or Intelligence in ſo ſhort 
a Space of Time, to make her change her 
Opinion. If ſhe thought him her Bro- 
ther, when ſhe pray'd for him in the 
Morning, it was the Height of Injuſtice 
to diſown him in the Afternoon. If, on 
the contrary, ſhe believed him not to be 
her Brother, it was the greateſt Diſſimu- 
lation and Aﬀront to God Almighty to 
recommend him as ſuch in the Morning: 
So that take it either Way, it is impoſſible 

to 
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to excuſe that Princeſs from the Guilt of 


the laſt Injuſtice, or the laſt Hypocriſy. 
Tux King, upon the fr Notice of 
the Deſcent, march'd his Army to Salisbu- 
7y, where the Hopes of Succeſs, which he 
might have juſtly drawn from the Num- 
ber and Goodneſs of his Troops, were de- 
froy'd by the Infidelity of his Generals 
and ſome other Officers, who were the 
moſt loaded with his Benefits ; ſuch a 
Scene of Ingratitude, never known before, 
will aſtoniſh Poſterity. Avarice, Diſcon- 
tert and Ambition in all Ages and Coun- 
tries have frequently burſt into open Re- 
bellion, and eſpecially in England againſt the 
beſt of our Princes; but for Soldiers, who 
pique themſelves more than other Men on 
7 Pondtilio of Honour, to conſpire the 


Death of their King and General, and 


then deſert with his Commiſſion in their 
Pockets, at the ſame time that they dipt 
in the ſame Diſh, is ſuch a Complication 
of Treaſons, ſomewhat ſo aſtoniſhingl 
perfidious, that no Hiſtory can furni 
another Example, and to expreſs it, no 
Language a Name. 

Every Day bringing repeated Advices 
of freſh Deſertions, the King, not know- 
ing whom to truſt, after being deceived 
by thoſe under the greateſt Obligations of 
Fidelity, retreated to London, after havin 

ence 
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eſcaped being delivered into the Enemies 
Hands, by an accidental Bleeding at his 
Noſe, which prevented his Bong to the 
Place, where the Miſcreants had laid their 
Deſign of ſeizing his Perſon, and in Fai- 
lure of that, diſpatching him: On his Ar- 
rival in Town, he met the cruel News, 
that his Daughter Denmark was gone a- 
way to his Enemies; this was a Stroax, 
for which he was not prepar'd ; at firſt he 
ſeem'd Thunder- ſtruck, till by degrees 


the Conſcience of that paternal Indulgence, 


which he had particularly ſhewn all his 
Life to that Princeſs, ſo aggravated his 
Grief, as todraw Tears from his Eyes, and 

ive Vent to his Paſſion : Thus abandon'd 

y his Creatures, Favourites, Soldiers and 
Children, he thought fit to conſult his 
Safety, by withdrawing his Perſon for a 
Time; in order to which, having firſt 
ſent his Family before, he embark'd him- 
ſelf in the River for France; but, being 
ſtopp'd and intercepted in his Paſſage, 
was brought on Shoar near Feverſbam, 
where he was moſt inhumanly treated by 
the Kenti/h Rabble, among whom, two 
famous Knights * of that Country had the 
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Honour to be ſupreme Commanders in this 
Inſult on diſtreſs'd Majeſty. 
NoTHIiNG can be a greater Inſtance of 
the a ag of human Greatneſs, than 
the preſent Circumſtances of this Prince, 
compelPd to lie hid in a little Fiſher-boar, 
who had commanded ſuch magnificent Na- 
vies, and fly for Safety through an Ele- 
ment, no leis than twice adorn'd with his 
Triumphs, and the Theatre of his Glory; | 
"and now at laſt reproach'd, buffetted 
and defiled with Spittle by the Scum of 
Mankind, who had received the Homage 
of +. Princes, and been anointed on a 
Throne, | 
O this Adventure, the King return'd 
to London from Feverſham, the News of 
which gave no ſmall Mortification to his 
Enemies, who deſired nothing more than 
his Abſence to compaſs their Deſigns; 
but when they ſaw him return through 1 
the Acclamations of his People, who teſ- þ 
tified an univerſal Joy upon this Occaſion, it 
they began to form melancholy Proſpects 
of their Succeſs ; this oblig'd them to al- 
ter their Meaſures, and aſſume an Air of 
Authority unpractiſed before; a Meſſage 
was brought the King, when in Bed, 
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by three Lords at an unſeaſonable Time of 
Night, to require him to leave his Palace 
and to retire to ſuch Place as ſhould be 
appointed for him: The Nature of this 
Meſſage was not more Sing, than the 
Choice of the Perſons employ'd to bring 
it, who being all his own Subjects, and 
two of them very obnoxious by being in 
Arms againſt him, n were not 
the moſt proper for ſuch an Errand, as 
might more decently have been perform'd 
by Dutchmen, whoſe Language, Addreſs 
and Manners, were only ſuitable to ſuch 
a Compliment. 

Tuis Accident naturally puts one in 
mind of the greateſt Action in the Life 
of Alexander, who, bred in the Ethics of 
Artftotle, could not fail to be inſtructed in 
all Principles of Generolity and Humanity, 
by fo t a Maſter; after that Battle, in 
which x the Mother, Wite and Chil- 
dren of Darius Priſoners, he thought him- 
ſelf oblig'd to comfort the Princeſſes in ſuch 
Diſtreſs, by a Meſſage that might give them 
Aſſurance of his Protection; at firſt he 
pitchd upon a Perſian Deſerter to carry 
this Compliment; but on ſecond Thoughts, 
reflecting that the Sight of a Renegade, 
who had betray'4 Sardis in Lydia, and 
declared againſt his Maſter Darius, might 


probably diiturb the Ladies and raiſe their 
Horror, 
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Horror, he recall'd the Perfian, and ſent 
a Greek with an Interpreter : This good 
| Breeding, this Tenderneſs towards diſtreſ- 
ſed Majeſty, is a more immortal Trophy 
of Renown to his Memory, than having 
conquer'd ſo many Millions, than havi 

ulled down the mighty Empire founded 

y Cyrus, than marching from the Banks 
of the Thraciin Boſphorus into the Bowels 
of India, and failing in Triumph to the 
Mouth of the Ganges. 

Uyon this Meſſage, the King found 
himſelf in Circumſtances, which made it 
no longer diſputable, whether he ſhould 
retire, or no, eſpecially after the ill Uſage 
of my Lord Feverſham, who was put un- 
der an Arreſt, contrary to the Law of 
Nations, when asan Ambaſſador he brought 
a Compliment from the King to invite the 
Prince of Orange to St. Yames's The 
Reader may have the Curioſity to know 
what was the Pretence for this indecent 
Behaviour towards the King. My Lord 
Feverſham being General, had preſumed 
ſome few Days before, without Leave 
from the Dutch, by King Jamess Com- 
mand to disband King Famess Army. At- 
ter this, he juſtly apprehended that tor the 
future no more Regard would be ſhewn to 
his Perſon, than Authority and Character; 
upon this Conſideration, his Enemies hav- 


ing 
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ing taken upon them Acts of Regality, af- 
ter having in vain offer'd to put himſelf, 
firſt into the Hands of the City, and after- 
wards the Biſhops, but rejected by both, 
he rather choſe Rochefter than Ham, which 
was one of the Places appointed for his 
Reſidence. He was carried down the Ri- 
verin a very tempeſtuous Day, not without 
ſome Danger ; and while the poor old King 
was thus expoſed to the Mercy of the 
Elements, and an actual Priſoner under a 
Guard of Dutchmen, that very Moment, 
his Daughter Denmark, with her great 
Favourite, both covered with Orange Rib- 
bonds, in her Father's own Coaches, and 
attended by his Guards, went triumphant 
to the Play-Houſe, When all Bounds of 
common Decency ate thus unneceſſarily 
exceeded, ſuch a Conduct muſt in the 
main proceed from a want of good Senſe. 
FROM Rocheſter, ſoon after, he made 
his Eſcape into France, by the Connivance 
of thoſe who thought it as much their Inter- 
eſt he ſhould be gone, as he apprehended 
it inconſiſtent with his Safety to ſtay : 
Thus inauſpiciouſly ended the Reign of 
ames the ſecond, too good a Man, to 


make what Matebiavel and the World 


generally call a wiſe Prince; however, it 
is certain, if he had been of any other 
Religion, 
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Religion, but what he profeſs'd, or rather 
none at all, he would have been at leaſt 


as happy in this World, as ſome others, 


whatever might have become of him in 
the next. | 


Ruem penitet peccaſſe, pene eft innocens. 
SEN; 
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| London, April 20. 1722, 


„ ON ſince the writing of 
TOR theſe Reflections, there has 
al 1+ Wl appeared in the World a ce- 
b ebrateg Hiſtory of the long 
— Rebellion, written by my 
Lord Clarendon, in which that Author has 
done great Injury to the Royal Cauſe, as 
well as the King his Maſter, by his Par- 
tiality to his Enemies and Injuſtice to his 
Friends, even his moſt gallant and moſt 
faithful Servants, ſome of whoſe Charac- 


ters he has treated with the laſt Diſinge- 


nuity: It is not impoſſible, but the World 
may be ſet right in Time as to ſome of 
thole Matters, if it were only to take 

away 


as A £Aa _OoXo iL.7þ54 a= 


en LH WH 2 Ms, hed pu , wad 4 A „% WJ L.. 


b«# k, tan} nA 


The POSTSCRIPT. 353 


away a Handle from ſome Anniverſary 
Preachers on the zoth of January, who, 
when they would palliate the Rebellion, 
- excuſe the Parricides, and ſoften the Atro- 
city of the Fact, always in their Juſtifica- 
tion appeal to the Noble Hiſtorian. 
WHAT Opinion the renown'd General 
Monk had of this Noble Hiſtorian, the 
following Anecdote will ſatisfy the World; 
when Sir Jobn Granvill, atterwards Earl 
of Bath, cafne from the King to the Ge- 
neral, he brought him a Blank to put down 
his own Conditions ; which he generouſly 
refus'd, declaring he would make no Bar- 
gain with his Prince. After they had ſettled 
the Affair, and Sir John was going away, 
the General called him back, and told him, 
Couſin, I muſt break my Word, I promis'd 
I would make no Bargain with the King, 
but I muſt oblige him to one Condition, to 
keep what has paſs'd a Secret, and eſpecial] 
from two Perſons, who, of all Mankind, 
muſt be the laſt who know it; and then 


nam'd Sir Edward Hyde, and another Great 


Man, whom there is no Neceſſity to men- 
tion. | | 
Bur this is certain, and known to all, 


who are never fo little acquainted with the 


Hiſtory of thoſe Times, that the * 

Affairs in the Weſt were in the moſt flouri 

ing Condition, when this great Hiſtorian 
A a Was 
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was ſent down to ſuperintend ; but, by 
what Fatality I know not, Mr. Hyde was 


no ſooner arrived in thoſe Parts, but the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ſet them all 


together by the Ears, unravel'd their 


Schemes, broke all their Meaſures, and, 
in ſhort, ruin'd the Royal Intereſt in that 
Part of the Kingdom, which ended in the 
final Deſtruction of the King. 
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Page 215. 1. to. for gave read give; þ. 295. J. 1. for was 
read were; p. 319. J. 8. for of read on ; 5. 3 15. 
for Accident read Incident. 
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Ttuation of Great Britain, aud the Temper of 


the Climate Page 4 

The moſt probable Etymology of the Word Bri- 
tain 5 
Britons deſcended from the Gauls 8 
Julius Ceſar's Expedition into Britain ib. 
Government of the ancient Britons 9 
Britain reduced into a Roman Provin ib. 
Britons call in the Saxons to their Aid againſt 
the Picts ib. 
Danger of that Experiment 10 
Boadicea ©yeen of the Iceni ib. 
Aurelius, Ambroſius and Arthur 11 
Britiſh Nobility murdered on Salisbury 70s 

1 

Stonehenge, Monuments to ſhew where they were 
buried ib. 


Britons retreat into Wales 5 defend themſelves 
with great Gallantry for ſeveral Ages 13 


Origin of the Saxons diſputable ib. 
Jutes aud Angles, give Name to the South Part 

of Britain 14 
Saxons converted 15 
The Danes firſ# Deſcent on England with a De- 

fign of Conqueſt 16 
Egbert reduces the Heptarchy ib. 
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Eldred veſted with the Crown in Truſs for his 


Nephew Edwin, who ſucceeds him notwith- 
ſtanding he left Sons of his own Page 18 
Queen Elfride murders her Son- in- lau King Ed- 


ward 19 
Daniſh Maſſacrè wo A 
Memorable incidents in relation to that Maſſacre, 

lately happened in England - 21 
Single Combats in an Iſle of the River Severne 
Honourable Action of the Dane ib. 
Saxon Blood reſtored in Edward the Confeſſor 
He firſt cured the King's Evil 26 


LVulgar Error in relation to Godwin's Sands 28 
Memorable Story of Earl Godwin 2 
Harold Son to Godwin ꝝſurps the Crown 31 
The Duke of Normandy lays Claim to the Crown 


of England 1b. 
Lands at Pemſy in Suſſex 34 
Battle of Haſtings 36 
The Engliſh Army defeated by the Normans with 
a moſt terrible ſlaughter 37 
The Conqueror marches to London and is made 
King 39 
Bravery of the Kentiſh Men 1b. 
Stratagem of the Kentiſh Men 40 


Edgar Atheling true Heir to the Crown flies with 


4 Deſign to go to Hungary, but driven on 
the Coaſt of Scotland; marries bis Siſter 


Margaret zo King Malcolme 41 
William impoſes the Laws of Normandy en the 

| Engliſh 42 
Memorable Iuſtance of his Fuſlice 44 


Hardſhips on the Irifh 44, 45 
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The Conqueror dies Page 47 
William Rufus by Virtue of his Father's T efta- 
| ment ſucceeds before his elder Brother Robert 
49 
Ts killed by an Arrow in the New Foreſt ; won- 


derful Inſtance of the divine Vengeance 50 
Henry I. ſeizes the Crown in his Brother Ro- 


bert'? Abſence 52 
Defeats him in Battle, aud 1 out his Eyes as 
ſome have reported 55 
Strange Circulation of Events ib. 
King Henry loſes his Son Prince William, who 
was drowned 56 
Henry dies on a Surfeit of Lampreys ib, 
Wonderful Inflance of Chaſtity in an Archbiſhop 
57 

Inſtitution of Parliament " 
Stephen «ſurps the Throne in prejudice of Maud 
the Empreſs 58 
Prudence of Stephen 60 
Bravery of Stephen 61 
Dies 62 


Henry II. ſucceeds, unites in bis Perſon the Nor- 
man and Saxon Blood 6 
Imprudence in making his Son King during his own 


Life 64 
Brutal Saying of his Son Henry ib. 
Miſunderſtanding between the King and ** 

5 
Becket murdered at Canterbury ib. 
Henry builds him a Shrine 66 
Henry dies ib. 
Richard I. ſucceeds his Father Henry, Charac- 
ter of Richard 67 
Goes to the Holy Land ib. 
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Richard in his Paſſage to the Holy Land takes 
the Hand of Cyprus and acquires great Glory 


Page 68 

Seized in diſguiſe by Leopold of Auſtria and de- 
livered to the Emperor 69 
Richard it killed by a Croſi-bow. Wonderful In- 
ſtance of his Goodneſs ib. 
John ꝝſurps the Crown, his Reign unfortunate 
and calamitous 71 
Arthur Nephew to John taten Priſoner and mur- 
dered 74 

The Nobility call in the French and make Lewis 
King 75 
John re/igns his Crown to the Pope 76 
Dies, ſome ſay by Poiſon 78 
Henry III. ſucceeds John 79 
Henry head-firong and ungovernable 80 
Too much favours Foreigners ih. 
Reflectian on that occaſion 80 
The Nobility confederate 81 
Inſolence of Simon de Montfort 82 
Henry dies after a Reign of fifty-fix Years, the 
longeſt of any King 82 
Rn I. his Character 84 
Signalizes his Courage in a Tournament in France 
ib, 

Wonderful Inſtance of conjugal Piety in Queen 
Eleanor | ib. 
Edward reduces Wales, his Cruelty 8 
Baliol made King of Scotland by the Ru of 
Edward 86 
Bravery of the Scots 87 
Callantry of William Wallace 88 
Cruelly put to Death at London 89 
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Edward II. his Character. His Fondneſs of Ga- 
veſton not ſo culpable Page 92 
Cbaracter of Gaveſton 93 
Unjuſft Death of Gaveſton 6 
The Spencers /ucceed as Favourites, firſt recom- 
mended to the King by the Barons themſelves 


98 

Barbarouſly put to Death by Queen Iſabel 104 
Edward depoſed and murdered ib. 
Edward III. his Conduct in regard to his Father 
not to be juſtified 106 
Mortimer Gallant to Queen Iſabel put to _ 

1 

Edmond Earl of Kent, Uncle to Edward III. an- 
juſtly put to Death 107 
Diſhponourable Story of Edward in the Scotiſn 
Writers 109 
War with France, great Victory of Crecy 111 
Character of the Black Prince I14 
Queen Philippa takes David King of Scots Pri- 
ſoner ib. 
Her Humanity and Goodneſs 115 
Calais taken ib. 
Victory at Poictiers 117 
Gallantry and Politeneſi of the Black Prince 118 
Deatb of the Blac Prince 120 
Alice Pierce governs England ib, 
Edward III. dies 121 
Richard II. ſucceeds. His Character 122 
His Nonage diſturbed by Inſurrections of the com- 
mon People 123 
Wat Tyler fabb'd by William of Walworth 124 
Lord Chief-Fuſtice Treſilian executed 126 
Richard, in the caſe of the Duke of Glocelter, 


excuſed 127 
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Dukes of Hereford and Norfolk quarrel, order'd 
to decide it by Combat Page 131 
Henry of Bolingbrook invades England 132 
Richard detained in Ireland by contrary Winds 


133 
1s made Priſoner and clapt in the Tower 135 
Reſigns his Crown 136 
1s murdered after a brave Defence ib. 
Henry IV. ſoon made uneaſy after bis Poſſeſſion 
of the Throne 138 
The Dukes of Surry and Exeter, Earls of Sail 
bury and Gloceſter put to Death 139 
Famous Speech aſcribed to the Biſhop of Carliſle 
140 
Memorable and juſt Puniſhment of the Piercies 
141 
Henry IV. dies 142 
Henry V. proves a better Man than the Milaneſs 
of his Youth preſaged 143 
Renews his Claim to the Crown of France ib. 
Hins the Battle of Agincourt 898 144 
Marries Catharine of Valois. Made Regent of 
France 145 
Dies 146 
Henry VI. proclaimed King of England — 
France 147 


The famous Pucelle a French Shepherdeſs 148 

After very memorable Actions burnt by the 175 
liſn for a Witch at Roan 

Juſtice done to the Charafler of Sir John F alta 


150 

Fatal Duarrel between the Dukes of York and 
Somerſet 151 
Character of Queen Margaret 7 
Earl f Warwick called Make-King 152 


Henry 
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Henry loſes the Battle of St. Alban's, is made 
Priſoner and brought to London Page 153 
| Battle of Northampton. He is taken a ſecond 
time I 54. 
Duke of York aſſerts his Title to the Crown in 
the Houſe of Lords tb. 
Queen Margaret defeats the Duke of York and 
kills him in Battle 157 
Earl of March defeats Owen Teuthor, cuts'off 
his Head, marches to London and makes 


bimſef King 158 
Bloody Battle of Towton 159 
Character of Edward IV. 160, 161 
Marries the Lady Grey 162 
Edward retreats into Flanders. Henry VI. re- 
flored 164 


Edward returns, waves his Pretenſions to the 
Crown at his landing, and afterwards de- 

r poſes Henry" 166 
Earl of Warwick killed at the Battle of Barnet 
ib. 

Prince Edward Son to King Henry, flabb'd by 
the Dukes of Clarence and Gloceſter, Hen- 

ry VI. murdered alſo in the Tower 167 


Edward IV. dies 168 
Dake of Gloceſter made Protector ib. 
Removes the young King and his Brother to the 
Tower 16 
He uſurps the Crown and murders his Nephew 
170. 
Duke of Buckingham put to Death 172 


Richard III. killed at the Battle of Boſworth 


173 

Henry VII. made King in the Field of Battle 
| | 174 

Character 
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Character of Henry VII. Page 175 
He unjuſtly puts to Death the Earl of Warwick, 


the laſs Male of the Plantagenets 177 
Sir William Stanley, notwithſtanding his great 


Services, put to Death ib. 
Henry VII. dies 178 
Henry VIII. ſucceeds. His Character 179 
His Pomp and Magnificence 181 
Emperor Maximilian ſerves as à private Centinel 

in the Engliſh Army 182 
Battle of Flodden, King Scots ſlain 183 
Henry's Scruples about his Marriage 185 
Henry divorced from Queen Catharine by Cran- 

mer 186 
Marries Anne of Bolen ib, 
Fall of Wolley 187 
Henry demoliſbes Abbeys, &c. 189 
Anne of Bolen put to Death 4.3 F923 
He marries Jane Seymour 193 
She dies in Child-bed 194 


He marries Anne of Cleve and repudiates ber ib. 
Marries Catharine Howard, and puts her to 


Death © ib. 
Cruelty of Henry 195 
The valiant Earl of Surrey put to Death 196 
Henry VIII. dies ib. 
Edward VI. ſucceeds, be eſtabliſhes the Reformed 
+ - Religion | 198 
Biſhoprick of Durham diſſolved ib. 


Dudley Duke of Northumberland undermines 
the Duke of Somerſet and gets his Head 


200 

He perſuades King Edward to difinberit bis Siſters 
20 

Charafter of Edward VI. Ze dies ib. 
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Eh Jane Grey proclaim'd Queen, reigns ten 
ays Page 203 
Queen Mary proclaimed 204 

Dudley Duke of Northumberland beheaded ib. 
Character of Queen Mary ib, 


Lady Jane and her Husband beheaded 205 


Queen Mary marries with Philip of Spain, re- 
— ſtores the Romiſh Religion and dies 206 
Queen Elizabeth ſucceeds, reſtores the A 

Religion. Her Character 207 
Queen Elizabeth foments the Troubles of Scotland 


210 
Queen of Scots deny'd Leave to paſs through 
England 211 
Queen of Scots flies to England 213 
Mrites to the Queen, and deſires to ſee ber, but 
is deny'd ib. 
Character of Mary Ogeen of Scots 214 
Leiceſter betrays the — of Norfolk 216 
Duke of Norfolk executed 217 
Character of Leiceſter 218 
Queen of Scots tried 221 
Leiceſter*s Advice to Queen Elizabeth 223 
The Queen of Scots Death 224 
Cruel Uſage of the Queen of Scots 225 
Spaniſh Armado 227 
Defeated 228 
Eſſex ſucceeds Leiceſter in the Queen's Favour ; 
takes Cadiz ib. 
Flies into Rebellion; is beheaded 229 
Elizabeth dies | ib. 
ames I, 231 


His ill Conduct in not ſuppreſſing the Puritans 232 
A Plot's diſcovered, Sir Walter Ralegh and o- 
thers condemn'd ib, 
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Lord Bacon, his Charafer, hard Uſage Page 2 34 "EY 
Gun-Powder Treaſon ib. 

; Confereſte with the Puritans at Hampton- 


The Palſgrave comes to England and marries f 


Princeſs Elizabeth 238 

King James dies | N 239 
Charles I. ſucceeds. His Cbaracter 240 
Cbaracter of the Puritans 5 242, 243 
Archbiſhop Laud. His Character 22244 


Dake of Buckingham. His Character 246 
The Parliament diſaffefted, are diſſolved ib. 
Scots engaged in a Solemn League and Covenant 


250 
Lord Strafford impeached 252 
Attainted 253 


The King erefts bis Standard at Nottingham. 

The Civil War begins 255 

The King loſes an Opportunity of putting an End 

to the War 257 

Scots join the Parliament with 20000 Men. Fa- 

tal Battle of Naſeby ; the King's Cabinet 

| of Letters ſent th the Parliament 259 
| The King leaves rd, and puts bimſelf in the 
Hands of the Scots before Newark, is deli- 

vered by them to the Parliament 260 

The Army ſeize the Perſon of the King, and take 

him by Force from the Parliament Commiſ- 


fooners 261 
The King murdered at his own Palace-Gate 
262 

The Houſe of Lords voted uſeleſs 265 

Charles II. We 268 

Treaty of Breda lite to break off, on account of 

my Lord Montroſe's Death 269 


Charles 
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Charles arrives in Scotland, bis ill Treatment 


there Page 269 
Cromwell made General, ſent down o Scot- 
. land; be defeats the Covenanters at the 
. -. Battle of Dunbar 271 
Diſcourſe on Enthuſiaſin | 3 92 

The King marches with an Army into England, 
and comes to Worceſter | 273 

Earl of Derby put to Death ib 


Battle of Worceſter, the Ling defeated flies 
274 
Confuſions in England. Character of the Purt« 


tan Miniſters 276 
Cromwell turns out the Rump 277 
Differtation on Cromwell ib. 
Remarkable Preſage of Sir Bevil Granvill 279 
Cromwell makes bimſelf Protector 280 
Remark on the Puniſhment of all Parties engag- 
cli in the War againſt Charles I, ib. 
Cromwell in ill Circumſtances before he died, is 

a Penſioner to Cardinal Mazarine 281 
Cromwell dies 283 
Richard Cromwell ſucceeds, is pulled down by 

| the mutinous Army 1b, 
The Rump reftored 284 
ExpelFd again by Lambert 285 
Committee of Safety 286 
Rump reftor'd 287 


General Monk marches into England, is com- 
manded to pull down the City Chains and 


Poſts ib. 

He reſtores the ſecluded Members 288 
Long Parliament diſſolv d ib. 
The Convention recogniſe the King 290 
Els Entry into London 291 
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Character of King Charles and the Duke of 
York 2 Page 292, 293 
Diſgrace of my Lord Clarendon 297 
Character of the Earl of Shaftſbury. He quits 
lb Court ib. 
He ſupports and abets Titus Oates 298 
Character of Titus Oates 306 
The great Ferment made by the Popiſh Plot ib. 
Lord Stafford condemn'd | 310 
Bill of Excluſion ib. 


The King ſends his Brother into Flanders 31 
Parliament at Oxford ſuddenly diſſolv' d 313 


Good Effects of that Diſſolution 315 
Ryehouſe or Fanatick Plot 316 
Calves-head Club 317 
King Charles dies of an Apoplexy 218 
Conſternation on bis Death ib. 
James II. his Acceſſion 320 
Remarkable Saying of James IT. 321 
His Affection to his native Country ib. 
His Anſwer to the French Ambaſſador at Dublin 
322 

Duke of Monmouth lands at Lime 325 
He is defeated and executed 327 
ueen endeavours to hinder Father Peters from 
being brought into the Council 329 

The Biſhops ſent to the Tower 331 
Diſcourſe upon that Subject 331, 332, 332 
They refuſe to aſſert their Innocence 334 
The Diſſenters run into all the Meaſures of the 
Court 335 


The Catholic Princes confederate to ruin King 
James; where the Defign was firſt formed 
336 

King James's great Oeconomy 337 
& A Son 
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A Sox born; Compliments from all the Courts of 
Europe, eſpecially the Hague Page 338, 


| 339 
Great Armament in Holland. Any Deſign _ 


England den) d at the Hague, and by that 


Miniſter bere 340 
Memorial of the Spaniſh and Imperial Miniſters 
341 

The King's Anſwer 342 
Dutch Fleet ſets ſail for England 343 


Princeſs of Orange orders the Prayer for the 
Prince of Wales to be left out in her Chapel 


344 


| 44 
The King marches his Army to Salisbury, is de- 


ſerted by his Generals 345 
Eſcapes being delivered into the Enemies I 
34 

Goes for France, is intercepted and brought to 

Feverſham, ll treated by the Rabble of 


Kent * 
Returns to London through the Acclamations of 
the People 347 
Meſſage to the King when in Bed 348 


My Lord Feverſham put under an Arreſt 349 
The King carried down the River to Rocheſter 

under a Dutch Guard 350 
Eſcapes from Rocheſter into France ib, 
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